
Collection Development Committee 

October 29th, 2013 

 

I. Agenda (Tom Teper):       5 Minutes 

 

II. Policy Review (Cindy, Jennifer, and Tom)     15 Minutes 

A. First Set – Initial Recommendations…. 

1. Retention in a Digital Age 

(http://www.library.illinois.edu/administration/collections/policies/Retention

_Policies_in_the_Digital_Age.pdf.) 

2. Guidelines for Cancellation of Unique Serials 

(http://www.library.illinois.edu/administration/collections/policies/Guidelines

_for_Switching_from_Print_to_Electronic_Journals.pdf.) 

3. Tangible Electronic Media Policy 

(http://www.library.illinois.edu/administration/collections/policies/Guidelines

_for_Processing_and_Retaining_Tangible_Electronic_Publications.pdf)  

 

III. Preservation Topics (Josh, Kyle, and Tracy)    45 Minutes 

A. Preservation Topics including an overview of services, Preserving General 

Collections, and Web Archiving Service 

 

IV. Acquisitions Update (Lynn Wiley)      15 Minutes 

A. Status of Ordering to Date 

B. Licensing Status 

C. EBSCO Contract 

 

V. Parking Lot/Forthcoming Items 
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To the Collection Development Committee: 
 
We are looking forward to joining you at your next meeting to talk about some of our newly added 
preservation services.  I am sending this email to provide some context to current developments in the 
Preservation Unit and several questions we have related to our evolving services and the library's collection 
development policies, all of which we hope to discuss with your group. 
 
Overview of new preservation staff and services 

 Digital Preservation Management (Kyle Rimkus) 
o Medusa digital preservation service 
o Medusa documentation 

 Born Digital Content Preservation (Tracy Popp) 
o Home page 
o Service statement (public draft) 

 Media Preservation (Josh Harris) 
o Home page, Campus Media Census 
o Service statement (restricted draft) 

Preserving General Collections 
Our growing services in the preservation of time-based media collections and born digital computer media 
collections have so far focused largely on special collections.  However, our general collections house at least 
170,000 items that fall under these format categories on a variety of carriers such as floppy disk, CD-ROM, 
video cassette, and laserdisc, to name a few.  We consider many of these formats obsolescent—while the 
technology to access them is (more or less) readily available, it will not be for long.  Experts in media 
preservation, for example, are forecasting a twenty year window for rescuing content from many once-
common formats before players disappear from the marketplace along with any hope of locating skilled 
technicians with the ability to repair them.  We certainly do not have the resources to offer preservation 
reformatting services for all of the media content in our general collections, and for this reason we need 
guidance on how best to prioritize items for our attention, and on how to provide access to these 
items.  Specifically, 

 Are these collections a priority, and should there be a program to actively select and reformat time-
based and computer media materials from the general collections? 

 Is there a reasonable way to single out items that most merit our attention? 
 What responsibility do we have for providing access to reformatted content when we lack delivery 

systems built to address technical and rights management challenges inherent to so many of these 
works? 

 Web Archiving 
To address the need to capture Web-based content relevant to a variety of University of Illinois 
constituencies – including supporting administrative, teaching, and research communities – the Library has 
subscribed to the California Digital Library's Web Archiving Service to enable university researchers, 
archivists, and librarians to preserve a record of online records of historical importance and research 
interest.  Policy documents are available here: 
https://wiki.cites.illinois.edu/wiki/display/LibraryDigitalPreservation/Charlotte+Web+Archiving+Service+Doc
umentation.  So far, the University Archives and IDEALS have collaborated on a (currently not public) project 
to archive UIUC-related web pages, and Steve Witt in International Studies has led a project to establish a 
thematic web archive, currently available at http://webarchives.cdlib.org/a/WorldSustainability, although 
much content is still subject to a six-month embargo period.  We'd like advice from the CDC on two issues: 
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 Vetting projects: we propose to model web archiving projects similarly to periodical 
subscriptions, by instituting a "pay as you go" model for collection managers.  Will this 
work?  (Or is there a preferable collection development strategy for approving and paying 
for projects?)  

 
Kyle 
         

 

 


