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I. DESCRIPTION 

A. Purpose: To support the teaching and research requirements of the 
Department of Sociology. Faeulty research and Ph.D. level teaching interests 
tend to cluster into the following main areas: 1) comparative cross-national 
sociology, 2) criminology, law and society, 3) demography-ecology, 4) medical 
sociology, 5) quantitative methodology, 6) social psychology, 7) social 
theory, 8) stratification, and 9) urban and community studies. The Department 
also offers applied master's programs in : 1) criminology, 2) survey research 
methods, and 3) statistics (with a specialization in social statistics). 
Materials in these areas are supplemented by others selected to maintain a 
basic sociology collection in all areas of' the discipline which will prove 
flexible in meeting future needs. Undergraduate instruction is also supported 
by the purchase of certain materials which supplement the collection in the 
Undergraduate Library. 

B. Histo(Y of Collection: Sociology is a comparatively new discipline, 
originating in the middle of the late nineteenth century with close ties to 
history, commerce, and philosophy. Cognate works were purchased for the 
library almost from the time of the University's founding in 1868 and a 
focused program of collection was begun in 1907 when the Department of 
Sociology was established. Sociology material was originally placed with that 
of economics and as early as 1913 its volume within the collection was 
substantial enough to warrant changing the name from Economics Seminar to 
Economics and Sociology Seminar. The seminar collection formed the core of the 
Commerce and Sociology Library which was established four or five years later. 
The sociology collection remained with that of commerce until the 1964/65 
academic year when a library reorganization placed it with the education, 
psychology, and political science collections in a unit named the Education 
and Social Science Library. 

C. Estimate of Holdin&s: 70,000 volumes. 

D. State. Relional. and National Importance: Largest collection in the 
state of Illinois and considered to be comprehensive in all aspects of the 
field. 

E. Unit Responsible for Collectin&: Education and Social Science Library. 

F. Location of Materials: Approximately 7,000 volumes consisting of the 
more heavily demanded English language monographs and the last ten years of 
most serial runs are located in the Education and Social Science Library. 
Other items are in the Bookstacks. 

G. Citations of Works Describin~ the Collections: 

Downs, p. 212. 
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II. GENERAL COLLECTION GUIDELINES 

A. Lan&Uales: Standard statement. Original language texts of the writings 
of major sociologists will be acquired. 

B. Cbronolo&ica1 Guidelines: No restrictions. 

C. Geo&raphica1 Guidelines: No restrictions. 

D. Treatment of Subject: Standard statement. The origins and subject 
matter of sociology make it closely related to the other social sciences, 
especially to commerce, psychology, and anthropology, as well as to history. A 
degree of overlap between these disciplines and sociology is inevitable. In 
addition, the concern of sociology with social meanings causes overlap with 
disciplines in the sciences and the humanities. Conflicts will be settled on a 
case by case basis, taking into consideration the major focus of the work and 
the teaching and research needs of the academic departments involved. 
Materials in the areas of Afro-Americana, women's studies, and Jewish studies 
will be purchased very selectively. The primary responsibility for these 
disciplines lies with the appropriate area studies librarian. 

E. Iypesof Materials: Standard statement. In addition, government 
documents are of importance in the areas of population and criminology. 
Government documents from federal agencies in the United States and state 
agencies in Illinois are received as depository items in the Documents Library 
and, in some instances, in the Law Library as well. Government documents from 
national agencies in Great Britain are collected extensively as are United 
Nations documents not received on U.N. depository. Government documents from 
states other than Illinois and those from the federal governments of Western 
Europe are collected selectively. 

F. Date of Publication: Standard statement. 

G. Place of" Publication: No restrictions. 

III. COLLECTION RESPONSIBILITY BY SUBJECT SUBDIVISIONS WITH QUALIFICATIONS, 
LEVELS OF COLLECTION INTENSITY, AND ASSIGNMENTS 

SUBJECTS n g m, ASSIGNMENTS 

Community development 4 4 4 CITY PLANNING/ 
sociology 

Comparative sociology 4 4 4 SOCIOLOGY 
Criminology 4 4 4 SOCIOLOGY 
Culture and social structure 4 4 4 SOCIOLOGY 
Demography 4 4 4 SOCIOLOGY/ 

city p1anning/ 
geography 

Family and socialization 4 4 4 SOCIOLOGY 
Group interactions 4 4 4 SOCIOLOGY 
History, theory, and sociology 
of knowledge 4 4 4 SOCI oLOGY/ 

history 
~ 

Human ecology 4 4 4 SOCIOLOGY 






