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PHILOSOPHY
 
Martha Friedman; July 1984
 

I. DESCRIPTION 

A. Purpose: To support instruction and research in every field and period 
of philosophy, and related fields. 

B. Histoty of CollectioD: Works on philosophy have always been included 
in the University of Illinois Library. Until the early 1960s the 
responsibility for philosophical collections was lodged in the Education, 
Philosophy and Psychology Library. When that location became a library for the 
behavioral sciences, responsibility for philosophy was transferred to the 
History and Philosophy Library. Expenditures in the early years of the century 
were 'on the order of $150 annually, exclusive of periodicals. Today $17,000 is 
expended annually. 

C. Estimate of Holdines: 200,000 volumes located in the Bookstacks and 
the History and Philosophy Library. 

D. State. Regional, and National Importance: The philosophy collections 
in the University Library are rich in editions of the works of Western 
philosophers (although there are notable lacunae in publications prior to 1850 
and from 1930 through the 1950s) and are an important resource in our state. 
Nationally, collections in the older research libraries are more extensive and 
are heavily relied on. 

E. Unit Responsible for Collectin&: The History and Philosophy Library. 

F. Location of Materials: A basic, primarily contemporary, collection of 
7,000 volumes is located in the History and Philosophy Library along with 
current issues of some 200 periodicals. The bulk of the collection is in the 
Bookstacks. Logic, especially mathematical logic, is found primarily in the 
Mathematics Library. A good working collection is located in the Undergraduate 
Library. 

G. Citations of Yorks Describins the Collection: None known. 

II. GENERAL COLLECTION GUIDELINES 

A. Lanruases: Standard statement. 

B. Chronological Guidelines: No restrictions. 

c. Geographical Guidelines: No restrictions. 

D. Treatment of Subject: Standard statement. All treatments of 
philosophical literature are collecte~, including original and critical 
editions of the works of philosophers; the critical and biographical 
literature, the bibliography and history of philosophy and its subdivisions, 
works on the applications of philosophical concepts and systems, etc. Some 
"popular" philosophy is also·collected, but" scholarly works are emphasized. o
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E. lypes of Materials: Standard statement. 

F. Date of Publication: Standard statement. 

G. Place of Publication: No restrictions. 

III. COLLECTION RESPONSIBILITY BY SUBJECT SUBDIVISIONS WITH QUALIFICATIONS, 
LEVELS OF COLLECTING INTENSITY, AND ASSIGNMENTS 

SUBJECTS U ~ J)l, ASSIGNMENlS 

METAPHYSICS 3 3 4 PHILOSOPHY 

ONTOLOGY 3 3 4 PHILOSOPHY 

EPISTEMOLOGY 3 3 4 PHILOSOPHY 

ESTHETICS 3 3 3 PHILOSOPHY/ART 

PHILOSOPHICAL SYSTEMS 
AND DOCTRINES 
(i.e. Neoplatonism, 
phenomenology, etc.) 3 4 4 PHILOSOPHY 

LOGIC 4 3 4 PHILOSOPHY 
Symbolic logic 4 4 4 MATHEMATICS/ 

philosophy 

ETHICS 4 3 4 PHILOSOPHY 

HISTORY OF PHILOSOPHY 
Oriental philosophy 3 3 3 PHILOSOPHY 
Ancient philosophy 4 3 4 ClASSICS/ 

philosophy 
Modern Western philosophy 3 3 4 PHILOSOPHY 

PHILOSOPHY OF SCIENCE 4 3 4 PHILOSOPHY 

PHILOSOPHY OF RELIGION 3 3 4 PHlLOSOPHY/ 
religious 
studies 

PHILOSOPHY OF LANGUAGE 4 4 4 LINGUISTICS/ 
philosophy 




