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"We Are Not Typical+
of Each.Other, or of
Anything Else™:
Fifteen Decades of
Student Life at the
University of Illinois

“There is, thank God, no such thing as an ‘lllinois
student.” We are so various that not even the
most misty-eyed alumni could confuse us. We

are not typical-of each other, or of anything else.

This University Is too big, and we are too many,
for i1t to be possible that a product could be
turned out here ....And that is not a weakness

but a strength.”
Roger Ebert, 1964

This exhibit, sponsored by the Student Life and
Culture Program of the University of Illinols
Archives, offers a glimpse of student life in the
fifteen decades of the University's existence.
Two or three students per decade are profiled.
Some are celebrities with instantly recognizable
names but most lived their fascinating lives
well outside of the limelight. Please take your
time exploring the exhibit: If you look carefully
enough, you might just find a student or two who
reminds you of the person in the mirror.

T'he 15-year-old James Newton Matthews, /2,
the first student to enroll at the Illinois Industrial
University, had the soul of a poet in an age of iron
and grit. Active in campus affairs, Matthews was a
member of the Philomathean literary society and
the Delta Tau Delta fraternity. After graduating
from the University in June 1872, he worked as a
Jjournalist for a time before following in his
father’s footsteps and becoming a country doctor.
He gained a measure of fame for his volumes

of poetry and was christened the “Poet of the
Prairies.” He died in 1910 of “heart weakness.”
The James Newton Matthews Scholarship Program
was named in his honor.

Frances Adelia Potter Reynolds 74, one of the first
women graduates of the University, arrived on the
University campus in 1868 and was struck by the
sight-and not in a good way. "It was as desolate a
place as it Is possible to iImagine,” she later wrote.
Reynolds nonetheless enrolled at the University
and she never regretted it. She was an editor of the
fledgling Illini (later re-named the Daily Illini) and

a co-founder of the Alethenal literary society. On
June 10, 1874, she married her classmate and
fellow Illini editor Henry Reynolds in the parlor of
the newly built University Hall; Regent Gregory
officiated at the ceremony. Mrs. Reynolds would go
on to have a prolific career as a writer, publishing
numerous stories, poems, and articles mostly on

religious and educational themes. She died In
Providence, Rhode Island, in 1919.
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chapter of Delta Tau Delta
on campus, defying the
wishes of Regent
Gregory, who considered
fraternities to be un-
democratic. Students
divided into “pro” and
“anti” Delt factions.

The University campus looking north from University
Hall, ca. 1874. Frances Potter Reynolds described the
University Building (the square building with the
cupola seen in the distance)-better known by the
nickname “the Elephant”--as “a large, plain, red brick
five-story structure set down flat in the black Illinois
mud, with not a tree or shrub, a spear of grass or a
fence.”

Broadside mocking the Class of 1874. Appar-
ently written by an underclassman, this broad-

seniors against juniors and sophomores against
freshmen. In the 1880s and 1890s freshmen
dances were often disrupted

by sophomores using their

bare fists and a homemade

form of tear gas.

Notice of the Potter-Reynolds
marriage, Illini, June 1, 1874

side foreshadowed future class rivalries pitting Frances Potter Reynolds, ca. 1880
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John Milton Gregory, the
University’s first regent, was
celebrated in a stanza of
“Twenty Years After,” which
Matthews read at a ceremony
marking the 20th anniversary
of the University:

A tear as a toast-come
pledge it with me,

... to the glory of Gregory,
And the stalwart souls that
around him stood

In the old regime, when
the ways were dim

With the smoke of scorn
and the dust of doubt,

And the task of a Titan fell
on him

As he raveled the tangled
problems out.

University Hall,
site of the Potter-
Reynolds wedding

and a longtime
campus landmark,
ca. 1910

Alethenai Society, with the first women students
at the University, 1871. In 1870 the Board of
Trustees voted to admit women in a 5-4 vote.
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Clark and other
students in formal
dress, ca. 1890

omas Arkle
Clark, ca. 1890

Clark was editor-in-chief

of the 1890 Sophograph, a
yearbook published by the
sophomore class. This photo
from the Sophograph (Clark

is in the back row wearing
a top hat and brandishing a
hatchet) proves that even in

Thomas Arkle Clark, 70, escaped a hardscrab- the 19th century students

ble childhood on a central Illinois farm and never ‘f"l’;r_e“'t averse to having

looked back. Entering the University at the age of

24, Clark excelled both inside and outside of the

classroom. He was editor of the /llini, president of

the Philomathean Society, and an active student

politician. After graduation, Clark embarked

upon a lifelong career at the University, first as an

English teacher, then as Dean of Undergraduates,

and finally as Dean of Men. As Dean, Clark

encouraged the growth of fraternities because

they were a convenient source of housing and

because they helped him enforce discipline.

His policies helped make the University (which had

banned fraternities and sororities for the first 25 Profile of Clark written by Samson Raphaelson,
years of its existence) the Greek organization ““Tommy’-Who Enjoys Straightening Out Troubles,”

“capital of the world” by the 1920s. Clark died in The American Magazine, May 1918
1932 of an intestinal tumor.

The October 1932 issue of Illinois
Commencement program, 1890 Alumni News contained a tribute to

Amelia Alpiner Stern, 96, left an enduring the recently deceased Clark.

Imprint on.the University as both a student and an

alumna. The Kankakee native took an active part

In student affairs: she was a member of the Illini,

the Alethenal Society, and the Dramatic Club. She

also was a founding member of the Illinois Zeta

chapter of the Pi Beta Phi sorority-the second

sorority to be Installed on the campus after Kappa

Alpha Theta. (She told a correspondent that

“we will probably demand our rights” if the

University authorities failed to grant the sorority’s Amelia Alpiner
petition.) As an alumna, Stern continued her Stern and her
pioneering ways: in 1923 she organized the ;iiséirtzi;;ihe
University of Illinois Mothers Association and sorority, 1896.
became its first president. Forty years later the She is in the

Mothers Association created a scholarship in her ::;i‘erfw
honor. She died in 1969.

The Illini staff, 1896. Stern’s
forceful personality is
evident in this photo: she

stands in the center, hands
firmly planted on hips.

Petition for
charter for

Pi Beta Phi
chapter on Ul
campus, signed
by Stern and
others, 1895

The 89-year-old Stern
at a Mothers Association

ceremony honoring her,
1963
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