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About ProQuest Dissertations and Theses: 
ProQuest Dissertations and Theses (PQDT) is a multidisciplinary database that 

contains entries covering Arts, Business, Education, Humanities, Social Sciences,  

and the Behavioral, Natural and Physical Sciences. With over 3 million entries it is 

the most comprehensive  dissertation and thesis collection in the world. It con-

tains almost all dissertations written at the University of Illinois in full text since 

1997 and a substantial amount of theses in full text. 

Dates of Coverage: Citations 1861; Abstracts 1980; Full Text 1997—present; updated weekly 

Access: 1) From the Funk Library homepage (http://www.library.illinois.edu/
funkaces/) under “Quick Links” select “Find Theses and Disserta-
tions,” then scroll down to the “ProQuest Digital Dissertations and 
Theses” heading and select the “ProQuest Digital Dissertations and 
Theses” link. 

2) From the Funk Library homepage (http://www.library.illinois.edu/
funkaces/), under “Quick Links” select  “Online Journals & Databases” 
Search for “ProQuest Dissertations and Theses.” From next window 
click “ProQuest Databases” link.  

3) From the University Library Gateway (http://
www.library.illinois.edu/) under “Specialized Resources,” select 
“Dissertation Abstracts / Digital Dissertations.”  From next window 
click “ProQuest Databases” link.  

Note: When off campus log in with your UIUC NetId and password.  

Types of searches: 1) Advanced Search: Default. Has more search bars for additional 
search terms.  Select basic Boolean Operators and fields. Select field 
from drop down box that you would like search term(s) to be 
searched in. 

2) Basic Search: Select from upper right corner. Enter 1 or more words. 
3) Command Line Search: Use Boolean Operators with a much wider 

variety of fields and Operators for precision searching. Supports iter-
ative searching (run, refine, run, refine, etc.)  

4) Find Similar: Copy and paste text (50 or more works best) into box 
and select limit and display options for a list of similar results. 

5) Browse: From the upper right corner of page click “Browse,” then 
“Dissertations and Theses”  to browse “By Subject” then “By Loca-
tion” (school location). Select and “View documents.” 

Note: For all searches, all fields, including abstract and full text when 
available, will be searched for search terms. 

Boolean Opera-
tors: 

To narrow search results use AND in order to find articles with both 
terms. (x AND y) 
To broaden search results use OR in order to find articles with any of the 
terms. (x OR y) 
To eliminate terms and find articles that contain one term but not  
another use NOT. (x NOT y) 
See “Help” for other operators, e.g., NEAR, PRE, EXACT, LNK. 

Choosing search terms 

1. Choose specific terms 
closely related to your  
research topic. 

2. Choose terms that you 
might use when  
discussing your topic with 
a colleague, including  
current jargon. 

3. Include synonyms and  
abbreviations. 

4. This search is not case 
sensitive. 

5. ProQuest Dissertations 
and Theses also finds  
variant spellings and 
forms of a word. 

If you need assistance, 

contact a 

Funk Library librarian! 

Phone:  

217.333.2416 

E-mail:  

aceslib@library.illinois.edu 

Hours: 

http://www.library.illinois.edu/ 
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Find full text, save, export citation 

Find Full Text: If the Full Text is available through ProQuest Dissertations and Theses click on the “Full Text” or “Full Text-
PDF” options in the result list or article record.  If it is not available click on the    button. If 
the article is available through Discover Full Text, a link will appear below the “Online Full Text” heading. If 
not, links will be provided to search the library catalog for the journal or to request a copy through  
InterLibrary Loan (ILL). 

To save, print, 
email, export, cite, 
or tag an abstract: 

From the results page, check the box next to the desired articles, then in the upper blue bar select either 
save to my research, email, print, cite, or export/save. From the article record the check box “add to selected 
items” will, by default, be checked. In the upper blue bar select either save to my research, email, print, cite, 
or export/save, save to flow, or share. At the bottom of an article record is the option to tag. 

My Research Account 

Set Up an Account: “Create a My Research Account” is in the upper, right-hand corner of the page. Enter in the required fields. 
Setting up an account allows you to save and organize documents and searches.  It allows you to create 
alerts, RSS Feeds, Tags, and Shared Lists. You may also sync RefWorks to your account. 

Additional resources for finding dissertations 

Guides, tutorials Find Dissertations — tutorial for using the Digital Dissertations database and contains information on finding 
dissertations at Illinois, non-Illinois dissertations and how to keep track of dissertations in your field.  

Locating UIUC Dissertations and Theses — guide for locating these materials that are produced at the UIUC. 

For more ‘Help’ contact Funk Library at 217-333-2416, OR just Ask A Librarian ! 

Funk/ACES Library · University of Illinois · www.library.illinois.edu/funkaces 

This guide is available online at:  http://www.library.illinois.edu/funkaces/handouts/dissertations.pdf 

Created 10/26/2014 by rr; updated 06/14/16 by md 

Truncation / Wild-

card symbols and 

proximity opera-

tors: 

(*) retrieves variations of words — right-handed (e.g., ecolog* finds ecology, ecologist, and ecological); mid-
dle (e.g., Colo*r retrieves colour, color;) 
(?) replaces a single character  either inside or at the right end of a word (disrupt*rs will find disruptors and 
disrupters) 
(-) indicates a range when searching numerical fields (Ex. YR(2010-2014)) 
See “Help” for more characters 

Phrase searching: When searching for exact phrases make sure to use “quotation marks.” Also use “quotation marks” to signify 
exact spellings. 

Narrow results by: You can narrow your results by facets on the right of the results page, e.g., full text, subject, language, data-
base, university/institution location, university/institution , index term (keyword), publication date. 

Search within your 
results: 

To search within a result list, you can use the “Search Within” search box at the bottom of the results page. 
Entering keywords into the “Search Within” search box will find keywords within the current result list. 

More Like This: On the right hand side of an article record page will be a “More Like This” section below it will provide articles 
in: “see similar documents,” “search with indexing terms,” and “see congressional documents.” 

Search history: Searches are saved for current session. Click “Recent Searches” in top bar of database page to access.  Previ-
ous searches (sets) are numbered (e.g., S1, S2, S3) and can be re-searched individually or in combination.  
Actions = save search, delete, modify search, create alert, create RSS feed, and get link. 
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