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Abstract

Social media sites have been growing in popularity over the past decade, specifically the social media site
Facebook. Previous studies have shown an increased reliance upon social media sites by individuals for
information happening in society. This study examines college-aged Facebook users and their use of the
site to gather information and form opinions about the safety of the U.S. food system. The theory of
media dependency is used to examine the relationship between Facebook usage and food safety
perceptions. This research utilized an online survey to determine if Facebook usage does impact the user’s
perception about the safety of the U.S. food system. The survey revealed that Facebook usage did impact
the knowledge-seeking behaviors related to media and U.S. food safety of the users on the social media

site.
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