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Paying It Forward
Dauer gift responds to gift match challenge

When Steve and Megan 
Shebik delivered a bold 
challenge to University of 

Illinois alumni and friends, John 
and Bonnie Dauer listened.

In concert with the 100th 
anniversary celebration of the 
Main Library building last fall, 
the Shebiks announced a match 
to all gifts—up to $1 million—to the 
Library Building Transformation 
Fund and the Library Facilities and 
Technology Fund. Steve ’78 BUS, 
’78 BUS and Megan ’80 LAS had 
previously provided a substantial 
donation in 2020 to launch the 
venture, which will get underway 
this spring [see “Building Project 
Gets Official Nod,” page 3].

The proclamation particularly 
touched the Dauers, who count 
their college experience as pivotal 
to their lives. They were spurred to 
commit $2 million to the vision of reimagining the University Library for the 21st century. 

“If you look at our lives together—or each of us separately—I think we both look at it 
the same way,” said John, who earned a bachelor’s degree in chemistry in 1989. “Illinois 
really is a cornerstone. 

“Without Illinois, we wouldn’t be where we are today. We wouldn’t have had the 
opportunities that we have.”

In like manner, “the Library is the cornerstone of the university,” said Bonnie, who 
received an undergraduate degree in speech communication in 1992. “It’s such an important 
building on campus.”

As undergraduate students at Illinois, John Dauer and Bonnie Glasscock met while 
working in food service at the Illinois Street Residence Halls, where they both lived. Neither 
one had looked too closely at other campuses before deciding to be part of the Illini Nation. 

continued on page 2
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A century celebration for the Main Library building 
never looked so sweet—thanks to Library Friends, 
including John and Bonnie Dauer.

https://library.illinois.edu/friends


Friendscript is a publication of the Office 
of Library Advancement, 1408 West Gregory Drive, 
Room 227, Urbana, IL 61801. Ideas and suggestions are 
always welcome and should be submitted to Heather 
Murphy at hmurphy@illinois.edu or (217) 333-3758.

The Office of Library Advancement garners interest 
and secures external funds from Illinois alumni and 
friends, provides visibility for the Library through its 
programs and events, and promotes the Library within 
the Illinois campus and the community-at-large. 
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Paying It Forward, continued from page 1

Claire Stewart

The Juanita J. and Robert E. 
Simpson Dean of Libraries 
and University Librarian

clairest@illinois.edu 

“I think I took six college visits for campus tours,” John said, “and 
five of them were at Illinois.

“I wanted to go to the best university in the state,” he said, as well 
as one he could afford. “To me, that was Illinois.”

Bonnie was introduced to the university when her high school 
sponsored a trip to the annual Engineering Open House. “That was 
the first time . . . I had seen a college campus,” she said. “Much like 
John, I put all my eggs in that basket.”

As a huge sports fan, John reveled in the exciting reign of the men’s 
“Flyin’ Illini” basketball team of the day, while Bonnie remembers the 
opportunities Illinois afforded to meet people from all backgrounds and 
cultures. “It’s just a special place,” she said of her campus experience, 
which John credits as among the most significant of his life.

While he did not date Bonnie at that time, after graduation John 
looked her up in her hometown of Plainfield, Illinois, while he was 
living in nearby Naperville.

“I started calling up all of the [relevant] last names in the white 
pages” of the telephone book, John said. “And it took quite a few days of 
calling her relatives repeatedly because Bonnie’s number was unlisted.”

Finally, on the urging of her grandmother, Bonnie relented and 
agreed to meet. The rest, as they say, is history.

These days, John serves as vice president of SCC Inc. in Elk Grove 
Village. Bonnie, who earned a master’s degree in library and information 
science in later years, has worked as a catalog librarian. She currently 
sits on the university’s Library Board of Advocates, as well as the board 
of trustees of the St. Charles Public Library. 

As loyal donors to the university, the Dauers see their library gift as 
contributing to the longevity and upkeep of the institution. “We have 
trust in Illinois that the Library is going to be there . . . for a hundred 
more years,” Bonnie said. “We’re happy to do what we can to help 
keep the Library on campus.”

The Dauers remain both pragmatic and philosophical about 
maintaining a connection to their alma mater and taking steps to 
support her and her future students. 

“I was the first one in my family to go to college,” John said. “One 
of the reasons why we always have felt good about donating,” he said, 
is gratitude for what Illinois gave him and Bonnie. 

“To give back to Illinois is to make sure that other people have that 
same opportunity,” John said, “and that it lives on going forward.”
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THE LIBRARY IS SOCIAL
Stay connected for the latest news and events from the 

University Library.

facebook.com/uillinoislibrary

instagram.com/uillinoislibrary

tiktok.com/@uillinoislibrary

reddit.com/user/uillinoislibrary
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mailto:krh19@illinois.edu
mailto:jpelman@illinois.edu
mailto:vsparks@illinois.edu
https://library.illinois.edu/friends
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http://facebook.com/uillinoislibrary
http://instagram.com/uillinoislibrary
http://tiktok.com/@uillinoislibrary
http://reddit.com/user/UIllinoisLibrary


It’s happening: the University Library’s Archives and Special Collections Building 
Project has officially launched.

In March, the University of Illinois Board of Trustees gave the go-ahead, approving 
the budget and construction contract to create a new home for three special collections 
units: the University Archives, the Illinois History and Lincoln Collections, and the Rare 
Book & Manuscript Library.

“We are thrilled to move forward with this transformational project,” said Claire 
Stewart, the Juanita J. and Robert E. Simpson Dean of Libraries and University Librarian. 
“These exceptional collections are heavily used in teaching here at Illinois and by scholars 
from all over the world, and there will now be a dedicated research center to house all 
of these activities. 

“Strong support from our donor community, students, and university leadership has 
made this possible.” 

Construction has begun and is expected to take approximately two years, with a 
completion date set for 2027.

The project, which will reimagine the space formerly occupied by the Undergraduate 
Library, was originally approved in January 2022. With initial bids coming in unexpectedly 
high, the project’s scope was adjusted and additional funding allocated by the university, 
with a revised cost estimate leading to a successfully secured bid in May 2024.

Following the closing of the Undergraduate Library in May 2022, patron services were 
integrated across campus, including at the Main Library, Grainger Engineering Library 
and Information Center, Funk ACES Library, and other campus libraries.

Building Project Gets Official Nod
Construction begins on special collections facility 
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“These exceptional 
collections are heavily 
used in teaching here at 
Illinois and by scholars 
from all over the world, 
and there will now be 
a dedicated research 
center to house all of 
these activities.” 

— CLAIRE STEWART



Singer-songwriter Jim Croce tried to save time 
in a bottle, and in like fashion, officials marking 
the opening of the Main Library building 100 

years ago did the same (albeit with a commemorative 
capsule).

Alas, modern-day celebrants of the centennial 
occasion found the carefully compiled items had not 
survived the passage of years in good shape.

Nestled behind the cornerstone in the northeast 
corner of the 1924 facility, the original time capsule 
was removed in Fall 2024 to complement “A Century 
of Scholarship,” a celebration of the building’s 100th 
birthday (see “Main Library Building Roars into the 
Future,” Friendscript, Winter 2024-25). While most 

items were discovered to be unsalvageable—having 
been damaged by leaks and weather conditions—a few 
pieces were photocopied or replaced with duplicates 
that were exhibited at the Nov. 15, 2024, gala event.

A list enclosed in the capsule offered a peek 
into the box’s contents. Among them were various 
newspapers, including The Daily Illini; the president’s 
report and letter to alumni; rules and regulations for 
undergraduates; a faculty and student directory; a 
1925 Illio yearbook; an application for admission to 
the library school; the 1924 commencement program; 
and some coins. 

Plans for a replacement capsule are in motion, 
with a committee brainstorming ideas for what to 
include. Possible items for consideration are Library 
building project plans; COVID-related materials; 
the celebration program and booklet for the 100th 
anniversary of the Library; issues of The Daily Illini 
and Friendscript; and love letters written by students 
to the library.

The new time capsule is forecast to be tucked in 
place behind the cornerstone later this summer.

Time’s Up
Century-old capsule opened; replacement planned

Behind the 1924 cornerstone on the Main Library’s northeast corner, a 
time capsule lay hidden—this photo captures the moment the search 
began.

The 1924 time capsule’s contents 
were largely lost to time, damaged 
beyond recovery by decades of 
moisture and weather exposure.

 Jennifer Hain Teper (Bud Velde 
Preservation Librarian and 
Professor and Head, Preservation 
Services) opening the 1924 time 
capsule
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Nestled behind the cornerstone in 
the northeast corner of the 1924 
facility, the original time capsule was 
removed in Fall 2024.
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Remembering Bill Mischo

The University Library honors the memory of William H. Mischo, who passed away 
on April 20, 2025. Bill was a legendary figure among his colleagues—an innovator, 
mentor, and leader whose influence shaped not only the Grainger Engineering 

Library Information Center, but also the very systems through which countless users have 
discovered knowledge. His decades of service leave a lasting impact on the University of 
Illinois Urbana-Champaign and throughout the wider world of library and information 
science. An excerpt from his obituary follows:

William H. Mischo began as Head of the Engineering Library in Engineering Hall 
in 1982 at the University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign. He developed science and 
technology library collections, worked with faculty to understand their research, and 
was a role model for other librarians on campus.

Bill was perhaps best known for the planning and construction of the world-
class Grainger Engineering Library Information Center (GELIC), which 
opened on March 14, 1994, and is the northernmost landmark on the Bardeen Quad. 
Bill trained hundreds of new STEM librarians and information professionals who work 
around the world.

Soon after Grainger opened, Bill was a Principal Investigator on the Digital Library 
Initiative I (DLI-I), a National Science Foundation-funded grant in which research was 
developed to create digital journals and was a major change for information delivery.  
In 1999, some of the very first Digital Object Identifiers (DOI), which are used to create 
unique identifiers for articles, books, chapters, and conferences, and are used to discover 
and connect information on the Web, were first created in GELIC.

Bill earned a reputation for developing innovative systems to make data accessible 
to end users. He created the campus’s digital portal and the “Easy Search” gateway 
software, a cornerstone of the University Library’s search and discovery strategy. His 
expertise led to his being named a 2015 Fellow of the American Association for the 
Advancement of Science (AAAS) for “research relevant to the development of new digital 
library technologies.”

Mischo was named the inaugural holder of The Berthold Family Professorship in 
Information Access and Discovery in 2015, a research endowment given by Carol Berthold.

Bill was a 1967 graduate of Hartford Union High School, Hartford, Wisconsin, and he 
earned a bachelor’s degree in mathematics from Carthage College in 1971 and a master’s 
degree in library and information science from the University of Wisconsin-Madison 
in 1974. In 2009, he received the Frederick G. Kilgour Award for Research in Library 
and Information Science from the American Library Association; in 2017, he took on 
additional leadership duties for a year as acting dean of libraries and university librarian.

Bill semi-retired in 2022 and served as an emeritus professor and bibliometrics 
and information research librarian and as The Berthold Family Professor Emeritus in 
Information Access and Delivery.  He continued to do research on bibliometrics and 
transaction log analysis to improve user systems.

Bill was a legendary 
figure among his 
colleagues—an 
innovator, mentor, and 
leader whose influence 
shaped not only the 
Grainger Engineering 
Library Information 
Center, but also the very 
systems through which 
countless users have 
discovered knowledge. 



“I was blown away because I didn’t 
know all of this [type of art] was 
interconnected for hundreds of years.”

—MICHAEL KUCH
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Michael Kuch holds a deep fascination for antiquarian 
books, but as the artist developed his own Renaissance-
like take, he came upon a very modern resource: 

Emblematica Online (emblematica.library.illinois.edu).
A vast digital repository jump-started and hosted by 

the University of Illinois, the portal contains nearly 1,500 
accessible facsimiles of rare emblem books from six libraries 
across the globe. All of a sudden, Kuch [pronounced “kutch”] 
could click a button, and the page would flood with thumbprints 
of a particular image, style, or topic contained within these 
volumes.

“I was blown away,” Kuch said, “because I didn’t know all 
of this [type of art] was interconnected for hundreds of years.” 
The ability to freely view the assortment and development 
of emblem books over time astonished him, as well as the 
opportunity to understand the evolving history of these unique 
creations in one setting.

“As much as I love looking at the past,” the western 
Massachusetts artist said, “this is a new moment.”

Perhaps nothing so succinctly embodies the purpose of a 
library than emblematica, a literary art form that comments 
on some aspect of human existence. Just as a library strives 
to collect knowledge and disseminate it, so too do emblems 
or emblem books, which arose during the Renaissance and 
flourished for two centuries. The wildly popular illustrations—
often in the form of woodblock prints—became a cultural 
tradition that spoke to every aspect of life: from politics to 
love, morality to mortality, and covered a slew of interests 
both professional and personal (one emblem—not included 
in the university’s portal—remarks on the etiquette of not 
passing gas in a sauna). In more recent times, the prints have 
also been referenced as templates for tattoos.

An emblem typically comprises three elements: an image 
(often referencing the classics or mythology), a motto, and a 
snippet of text in the form of a poem or prose; all three parts 
interact to express a concept, viewpoint, or insight. First 
created in 1531, these works of an allegorical nature—a sort 
of visual brain teaser, if you will—offer infinite possibilities 
to ponder the world and ingest the mood of the moment, 
whether somber or tongue in cheek.

At Illinois, the study and collection of emblem books were 
promoted in the 1940s by Henri Stegemeier, a professor of 
German, who viewed them as representing “one of the most 
vital and viable literary, artistic, and cultural traditions in 
Europe.” At present, the university holds nearly 800 physical 
copies of these books, tied as the second largest such repository 
in the world. However, due to fragility or tight binding, only 
half have been able to be digitized.

A Picture’s Worth a Thousand Thoughts
Artist used Emblematica Online to inform his work
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According to Mara Wade, U. of I. professor emerita of 
Germanic languages and literatures, the seed for creating 
the online project took root in 2000, and over succeeding 
years, blossomed into the hefty resource it is today. Wade 
served as its main catalyst, gathering a consortium of libraries 
with significant emblem collections, including Illinois; the 
Herzog August Bibliothek, Wolfenbüttel; Glasgow University; 
Utrecht University; Duke University; and the Getty Research 
Institute. In addition, research assistance was provided by U. 
of I. librarians Timothy Cole, ’78 ENG, MS ’89 LIS; MJ Han, 
MS ’06 LIS; and Tom Kilton, MS ’73 LIS.

Nearly a quarter century later, she received an appreciative 
note from a man she did not know.

“I am writing you to thank you for all your work making 
emblem books accessible,” Kuch emailed Wade last 
year. “Emblematica Online was an invaluable resource for 
me in the creation of my latest artist book from my Double 
Elephant Press, Emblemata–Hic Sunt Dracones 
[Emblemata—Here Be Dragons].

Kuch’s book, published in 2023, 
drew together his poetry, his 
etchings of allegorical figures, and 
Latin phrases. Embellishing 
the designs were images of 
dragons, with inspiration 
drawn from what he had 
seen on the U. of I. portal. 
The book has subsequently 
been purchased by the 
university’s Rare Book & 
Manuscript Library, where 
head librarian Lynne Thomas, 
MS ’99 LIS, is particularly 
pleased to have a work of this 
nature. “We’re always thrilled to 

see an artistic production come from the use of our collection,” 
she said, “because there are so many different ways to interact 
with the materials that we care for.”

And Wade agrees that a modern book of this type is unusual. 
While emblems are “the biggest recycling genre ever,” she 
said, “nonetheless, . . . his is a very new take on things,” with 
Kuch not merely copying old plates but creating new images 
that he himself drew and etched.

As he reviewed the myriad images on the portal, Kuch 
realized he had inadvertently joined a longstanding tradition. 
Throughout time, artists had revisited and reworked similar 
concepts, just as he was doing several hundred years later. “I 
didn’t understand how broad and deep and connected that 
world was,” he said, until he viewed the portal’s collection. 
“This is a beautiful way of retaining this knowledge and 
having it accessible.” 

“I’m interested in what it is to be human,” Kuch said, and 
for him, “art is really just a vehicle for me to think 

about things.” 
Indeed, the word emblemata 
translates as “mosaic” in the original 

Greek, and in that light, Kuch and 
other emblem artists are piecing 

together musings on life at the 
moment. 

“I often think of art as kind 
of like this conversation,” 
Kuch said. He and the legacy 
of his fellow Renaissance 
artists are continuing to poke 

and probe that discussion, 
with Emblematica Online and 

library collections all over the 
world preserving that discourse 

for future generations. 
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Estate Gift Expresses Couple’s Appreciation
Amey pledge also includes Japanese woodblock prints

Ron and Gail Amey first crossed paths when they disrupted 
the status quo and shared a meal at a University of Illinois 
dining room.

“I would describe the cafeteria as you had undergraduates 
on one side, graduate students on the other side, and there 
was sort of a demilitarized zone in the middle,” Ron recalled of 
the setup at the Illinois Street Residence Halls. “Occasionally, 
the two groups would sit together 
if they knew somebody from one 
or the other.”

The détente occurred when 
Ron, who was working toward 
his doctorate, and Gail, a senior, 
dared to break both bread—and 
tradition—together.

That first meal revealed 
common interests—food and 
travel—that would only grow 
as their relationship flourished. 
Eventually, their shared passions 
would range from Asian art to “Star Trek,” wildlife tourism, 
and the University of Illinois. That last sentiment led the 
longtime annual donors to establish an estate gift to the 
Library to express their appreciation for the U. of I.

“The Library . . . had such a profound influence on my 
time at the U. of I. and helped immensely with my research 
career,” said Ron, who earned a doctorate in chemistry in 
1979 and enjoyed a lengthy stay at DuPont. For Gail, who 
graduated with a bachelor’s degree in mathematics in 1977 
and later worked in computer systems (also at DuPont), 
“mostly U. of I. taught me to get along with lots of different 
people. I just learned how to learn.”

The strength and atmosphere of the U. of I. chemistry 
department, along with its resources, stellar library, and 
financial aid, proved a draw for Ron as he selected a graduate 
program. Gail was attracted to Illinois’ academic reputation, 
as well as the fact that she hails from a full line of relatives who 
attended Illinois, including her parents and three siblings.

In addition to their estate gift to the Library Annual 
Fund, the Ameys are leaving 
their vast collection of Japanese 
woodblock prints to the Rare 
Book & Manuscript Library. The 
hundreds of pieces can thereby be 
kept together and will be available 
for faculty and scholars to study 
the early 20th-century prints.

The Ameys’ estate gift reflects 
their love of both physical books 
and the importance of reliable 
information. “I’ve always been 
a book person,” said Ron, who 

collects books even to this day. 
“I like the physical feel of the book,” he said, and Gail agrees. 

“You can see the construction; you can see the decoration,” 
she said of a handheld volume. “There’s so much more to a 
book than the words.”

“We’re at a point where we wanted to give something back 
to the university for everything they have done for us,” Ron 
said. The couple—whose adventures include exploring wine, 
architecture, and mountain gorillas in Rwanda—feels their 
ever-widening curiosity about the world dovetails perfectly 
with the breadth of information the Library has to offer. 

Past Meets Present: A Gift That Gives Back 

This summer, the University Library is launching a special 
crowdfunding campaign where your gift comes with something 
truly unique: a box of original 19th-century university receipts! It’s 

a fun and tangible way to hold a piece of Illinois history in your hands.
Even better? Your support will help create more inviting, student-

centered spaces across campus—like upgrades to The Orange Room, 
new furniture in the Grainger Engineering Library Information Center 
and Media Commons, and other exciting improvements.

As a thank-you, every donor will also be honored in the Library’s 
2025 time capsule, set to be sealed this fall (see page 4). Join us in 
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If you loved your job and continued to 
believe in its calling, you’d want that 
mission to continue.
That’s why Anne Kozak, who served three 

decades as executive director of the Thomas 
Ford Memorial Library in Western Springs, 
Illinois, established a fund at the University 
of Illinois Library to help future librarians.

“I really wanted to support what I feel is 
the best educational opportunity for people 
that are interested in working in libraries,” 
she said. “I thought, ‘This could be a way to help someone 
financially who [is] really interested in being in libraries . . . 
[and] perhaps ease the burden a bit.” In light of that inclination, 
the Anne M. Kozak Graduate Hourly Support Fund provides 
job opportunities for graduate students studying library and 
information science at Illinois. 

Kozak herself is not a U. of I. alumna, but the Clarendon 
Hills resident became familiar with campus when visiting 
her son, Alexander Sagil, ’05 FAA, MARCH ’07 FAA, MS 
’07 ENG, who was busy earning degrees in architecture and 
structural engineering. “I just enjoyed kind of snooping 
about the various libraries and the collections,” she said, as 
she traversed the campus. While doing so, she also noted the 
inviting exchanges that were taking place.

As she passed librarians interacting with students or 
faculty, “it was always very warm,” Kozak observed of their 
conversations. “I just felt like they were happy to be there. 
They were happy to help people.

“It never seemed burdensome.”

That willingness to engage reflects a trait 
seemingly embedded in many a librarian’s 
DNA. As a girl, Kozak enjoyed reading the 
Nancy Drew amateur sleuth series, “and 
in a way,” she said, “librarians are kind 
of detectives . . . trying to find things.” An 
attractive aspect of working in libraries she 
said, “is you’re working with people that 
are curious.” 

“As [your patrons] are learning, you’re 
learning.” 

Gathering information for people “so that they can make . . . 
intelligent decisions is really an important part of libraries,” 
Kozak said. “An educated public is what makes America—or 
any country—good.” She cautioned that libraries need to 
maintain trust with their patrons by providing materials 
from a full spectrum of ideas, while at the same time helping 
people realize not everything they read is true. 

Kozak’s lifelong affection for libraries led her to create the 
fund specifically at Illinois, a premier institution of library and 
information science education, in order to draw outstanding 
candidates to perpetuate the profession. “Maybe this will make 
a difference in someone’s life,” she said of her decision, “and 
they’ll go on to love libraries as much as I do.”

Of her many years in the field, “I always sort of thought 
of myself as the conduit,” Kozak said—a way to connect 
information seekers with materials they needed. Now retired, 
she still serves as a vital bridge, linking students with financial 
resources so that future librarians may more easily pursue their 
studies, and along the way, deepen their love for their craft.

A Bridge to Opportunity
Fund supports graduate hourly workers

transforming the Library while preserving a bit of 
the past! Watch for an announcement in the coming 
month. 

And, don’t forget! The Shebik Challenge is still 
underway. The $1M matching challenge supports the 
vital renovation of the University Library. Help the 
Library raise as much as $2M for this important work!

http://go.library.illinois.edu/gift
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Library Is Looking For
$225 for a twin delight: a two-
sided deck of playing cards 
allowing users to double their fun. 
One side of the deck—which was 
designed to celebrate the 1893 

Chicago World’s Fair—pictures the “Game of Rivalry,” 
while the other illustrates “Game of the World’s Fair.” 
The 60-card deck would complement materials already 
held by the Illinois History and Lincoln Collections 
regarding the promotion of the fair, as well as offer 
viewers a look into games, pastimes, and advertising 
efforts of the day.

$250 for a Sound Burger 
portable turntable to meet 
increasing demand at the Music 
and Performing Arts Library. 
This high-quality item would add a 

second such device to the library’s loanable technology 
collection, allowing patrons to listen to any of the unit’s 
40,000-plus LPs in the comfort of their own home. 

$300 for the Scarlett 2i2 Studio 
Bundle—everything a user would 
need to record music, podcasts, and 
more. The Music and Performing 

Arts Library seeks this all-in-one offering, which 
includes the award-winning Scarlett 2i2 4th Gen audio 
interface, CM25 MkIII condenser microphone, SH-450 
headphones, USB A-C cable, and 2m XLR cable. 

$2,000 for a one-year subscription to F.A.Z. 
49-92, a digital archive of Frankfurter Allgemeine 
Zeitung, considered one of the most important daily 
German newspapers. The archive contains more than 
2.8 million text-searchable articles from 1949, the year 
of the publication’s founding, to 1992, covering a wide 
range of domestic and international topics. A two-year 
subscription at $4,000 would also be of great use to 
the Literatures and Languages Library.

$3,000 funds a new laptop for the Library’s loanable 
technology program—an essential resource students 
across campus rely on to succeed. Through the Media 
Commons, demand is so high that laptops are often 
reserved up to two weeks in advance. We’re seeking 
support to fund 20 new laptops, and Library Friends 
are invited to contribute the cost of one—or more!—to 
help ensure all students, regardless of major, have 
access to the technology they need to thrive at Illinois.

$4,200 for a long table 
(four are needed in total) 
to be added to the Shebik 
Family Reading Room 
in the Main Library. The 
4’x14’ white oak tables, 
to be built  by the 

university’s Facilities & Services woodshop, would 
grace the north end of the room. The Literatures and 
Languages Library would be able to get an F&S 
bargain ($3,900 each for four tables) if funding were 
available.

Two donations of $5,000 each for a new microfilm 
reader to assist the Illinois Newspaper Project, a 

Find more 
Library Is 
Looking For 
items online at 
library.illinois.
edu/friends/
library-is-
looking-for

Put Your Name on the Map 
We’ve identified a fascinating and varied group of maps 
we’d love to add to the Map Library’s collection—and 
we’re inviting our Library Friends to help make it happen. 
Whether your interests lie in far-off places, mystical 
lands, battlefields, or rail lines, there’s something here for 
everyone:

	● Das Geographische Cubus Spiel = The Geographic 
Cube Play—$750

	● Galena and Chicago Union Rail Road The Only Rail-
Road Route From Chicago Through Northern Illinois To 
Wisconsin Iowa and Wisconsin (1854)—$3,800

	● New Map Briton or Boer Compiled from Best Available 
Sources Carefully Revised by Wood & Ortlepp 
(1900)—$875

	● Travelers own map of the Chicago, Burlington & 
Quincy Railroad: Burlington route, from Chicago to 
Omaha (1876)—$525

	● Ask for through tickets … via Chicago, Rock Island and 
Pacific Railroad… (1871)—$475

	● Panorama del Canale di Panama (1880)—$875
	● Map of Ancient Sites of Iraq (1929)—$550
	● Cruising in the Pirates’ Paradise Hamburg-American 

Line (1927)—$750
	● Cauldron of war (Vietnam) (1966)—$925
	● Never Never Island (1952)—$950
	● Country Western Map of America (1954)—$425
	● Guide map of Ise Shrines (1928)—$500

More information about each map is online. Visit library.
illinois.edu/friends/library-is-looking-for.

http://library.illinois.edu/friends/library-is-looking-for
http://library.illinois.edu/friends/library-is-looking-for
http://library.illinois.edu/friends/library-is-looking-for
http://library.illinois.edu/friends/library-is-looking-for
http://library.illinois.edu/friends/library-is-looking-for
http://library.illinois.edu/friends/library-is-looking-for


To make a gift with 
your credit card, 

please visit go.library.
illinois.edu/gift

Yes! 
I want to help ensure the Library’s excellence with my gift to the:

■■ Annual Fund (11332260)  ■■ Building Transformation Project Fund (11336946)   
■■ Student Worker Fund (11339087)  ■■ Other ________________________________________

Enclosed is my contribution of:  ■■ $1,000  ■■ $500 
■■ $250  ■■ $100  ■■ $50  ■■ Other $__________

■■ My check is enclosed payable to the UIF.

Name __________________________________________________________________________

Address ________________________________________________________________________

City, State, Zip ___________________________________________________________________

E-mail Address __________________________________________________________________

 	Name of Library Is Looking For Gift (if applicable):__________________________________

 	My gift is for the __________________________________________________ Library.

 	My company will match my gift:

	 Company name _ _____________________________________________________________

 	Yes, I would like to receive information about planned giving options such  
	 as bequests, charitable trusts, charitable gift annuities, and life estates.

Annual gifts strengthen 
the Library and ensure 
its standing as one of the 
world’s preeminent public 
university collections. 
We invite you to join this 
tradition of private support, 
which makes a critical 
difference in the quality of 
the Library’s collections, 
programs, and services.

Please mail this form  
with your gift to:

University of Illinois Foundation
P.O. Box 734500
Chicago, IL 60673-4500

Or, call (217) 244-2706

Questions? Please e-mail us at 
friends@library.illinois.edu

1LR54026DN048359AM0000000E9P

Upcoming Events

We invite you to save 
the date for the events 
at left. Details are still 
coming together, so be 
sure to visit go.library.
illinois.edu/calendar for 
the latest updates and 
more information. We are 
also planning additional 
monthly Library Friends 
webinars—a virtual series 
hosted by the Friends of 
the Library and initiated 
by the Library Board of 
Advocates to share the 
wonders of the University 
Library at Illinois.
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A Rare Look Inside the Library’s 
Treasures
Join Bonnie and John Dauer for a special luncheon 
showcasing some fascinating and historically significant 
items from the University Library’s renowned special 
collections.
	◆ August 10
	◆ 12:00–2:30 p.m.
	◆ Dunham Woods Riding Club, 33W333 Army Trail 
Road, Wayne, Illinois

	◆ Space is limited; please RSVP by July 31 at 
go.library.illinois.edu/treasures2025

35th Annual Mortenson Distinguished 
Lecture 
	◆ September 4
	◆ Visit library.illinois.edu/mortenson

High Tea in Celebration of Jane 
Austen’s 250th Birthday featuring 
Author Rebecca Romney
	◆ September 26
	◆ 2:00–4:00 p.m.
	◆ Main Library, 1408 W. Gregory Drive, Urbana
	◆ Visit library.illinois.edu/rbx

Thank You
The following donor 
has adopted this 
item previously 
featured in 
Friendscript:
◆	 Bob Patterson for 

Map Illustrating the 
Operations of the 
U.S. Forces against 
Vicksburg (1863) (Map 
Library)

digitization initiative of the History, 
Philosophy, and Newspaper 
Library and the Preservation 
Services Unit. Using a microfilm 
reader to perform pre-digitization 
“collation” of each newspaper issue 
results in accurate digital surrogates 
and their metadata files. Digitized 
newspapers will be freely available 
in the Illinois Digital Newspaper 
Collections (idnc.library.illinois.
edu). 

https://go.library.illinois.edu/gift
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Once a Library 
Student Worker, 
Always Part of 
the Story

While traveling in Australia, Colleen Murphy, 
’19 AHS, MPH ’20 AHS was stopped in 
a Sydney hotel by a fellow Illini—Debra 

Mattingly, MS ’79 LIS—who spotted her wearing 
a “Library Alumni” t-shirt. The chance meeting 
sparked a conversation about their shared time 
working in the Library, decades apart. Colleen 
offered to help Debra get a shirt of her own, and 
Debra now proudly wears it in retirement after 
more than 40 years in the library profession. 

If you’re a former student employee of the 
University Library and would like a shirt of 
your own, we’d love to hear from you! Fill out 
the online form at go.library.illinois.edu/
libraryalumni.

http://go.library.illinois.edu/gift
http://go.library.illinois.edu/libraryalumni
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