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History of the Daily Illini

• The Student, 1871-1873
• The Illini, 1874-1907

• 1880 Illini published as semi-monthly
• 1883 Illini Board established
• 1891 Western College Press Assn.
• 1893 Illini published as weekly
• 1899-1900 Wm W. Smith, editor
• 1902 Illini published as a daily

• Daily Illini, 1907-c
• 1911 Illini Publishing Company 

established



History of the Daily Illini

Daily Illini

1924: DI and Associated Press contract
1944: WWII, all female editorial board
1967: Ebert's "An Illini Century"
1984: Illini Publishing Co. renamed Illini 
Media Company
1988: Production moves from Illini Hall to 
Green St.
1997: DI becomes free paper
2005: IMC builds new structure on Green St.
2013: IMC sells building, remains as occupant
2018: Production moves to YMCA basement



Digitizing the Daily Illini
The Daily Illini was one of the first 
newspapers to be digitized at the 
University of Illinois.

Initial funding came from the Clifford 
Family Endowment and the Stewart S. 
Howe Foundation Endowment, as well as 
the Library and the State of Illinois.

Former Head of the History, Philosophy, and Newspaper Library, 
Mary Stuart, at the 2008 launch of the digitized Daily Illini.



Before: print newspapers are large and fragile. 
Microfilmed newspapers are stable, but harder to access.



Newspaper Digitization at the U of I
• 1995-2009: the Illinois Newspaper Project at the U of I 

Library (part of the US Newspaper project) inventories, 
catalogues, and preserves Illinois newspapers throughout 
the state.

• 2004- 2007: planning for newspaper digitization at the U of I. 
The Daily Illini and the Urbana Daily Courier are at the top of 
the list.

• 2009: U of I Library receives the first of 6 major grants from 
the NEH and Library of Congress for newspaper digitization 
(2009, 2011, 2013, 2016, 2018, 2022).



The Illinois Digital Newspaper Collections site ca. 2008...



Digital Daily Illini timeline

• 2007: the U of I Library launches the Illinois Digital 
Newspaper Collections (IDNC).

• 2008: DI digitization project goes live with 20 years of 
content (1916-1936).

• 2008-2016: digitization of the DI, 1874-1975, and 
1992-2006, primarily funded by donors –THANK YOU!



Filling the gap

• 2022: The Illinois Newspaper Project cuts a deal with 
Newspapers.com, a commercial publisher, to digitize 
the missing years of the Daily Illini (and many other 
Illinois newspapers), to be freely available on the 
Illinois Digital Newspaper Collections site.



Digital Availability and the IDNC
• 23,320 issues
• January 1, 1874 – July 30, 2010
• No more gap in content from 1976 to 1992
• The Student, predecessor

• November 1, 1871–December 1, 1873 (23 
issues)

• The Gargoyle (University High School), The 
Prospectus (Parkland College)

https://idnc.library.illinois.edu/ The Student, Vol.1, No.1, 
November, 1871



Article-level segmentation

• Eases a user's 
navigability, 
findability and 
readability of 
articles

• Also makes 
text correcting 
easier

• More costly
Page-level segmentation (left) and article-level segmentation (right)



Text correction and OCR

• Optical Character Recognition (OCR) - 
undergone during digitization process, 
imaged text of newspaper is converted 
to machine-readable text

• Allows for users to search for keywords and 
phrases and get results

• Bad OCR = potentially limited search results
• Create a user account, correct lines of text, 

and make newspapers more accessible!



Digital Future
• Ongoing relationship 

with Illini Media
• Full issues both in 

print and online 
(static)

• Web articles (dynamic)
• Preservation 

complexities and 
cooperation



Demo!



How the DI is used in research

Types of Use
• Scholar/Student

• Classroom
• Administrative

• Researchers
• Archives

• Genealogical

Thanks to:  
Archivists:  Cara Bertram, Katie Nichols, Jameatris Rimkus, & Linda Stepp
Researchers:  Greg Behle and Ryan Ross 



Conducting your own research

What can you find in the digitized DI?
• Student news and events
• Local news and events
• Regional and state news
• National and global news
• Editorials and other opinion pieces
• Advertisements and classifieds
• Athletics, Greek life, student organizations

November 23, 1963, front page

https://idnc.library.illinois.edu/?a=cl&cl=CL1&sp=DIL&e=-------en-20--1--txt-txIN----------


Coverage
of the
Illiac
Computer

https://idnc.library.illinois.edu
/?a=d&d=DIL19550119.2.12

January 19, 1955, page 2



July 20, 1961, 
page 12

https://idnc.librar
y.illinois.edu/?a=d
&d=DIL19610720.
2.45

Illiac Computer coverage

https://idnc.library.illinois.edu/?
a=d&d=DIL19700108.2.4

January 8, 1970, front page



Assembly 
Hall opens,
March 2, 
1963

https://idnc.library.illinois.edu
/?a=d&d=DIL19630305.2.7

March 5, 1963, page 2



August, 1963, page 57-
58 (Summer Issue)

Assembly Hall opens,1963

https://idnc.library.illinois.edu
/?a=d&d=DIL19630801.2.211



Assembly Hall opens,1963

March 1, 1963, page 6

https://idnc.library.illinois.edu/?a=d&d
=DIL19630301.2.22

https://idnc.librar
y.illinois.edu/?a=d
&d=DIL19630205.
2.8

February 5, 
1963, page 3



Moratorium
on "business
as usual,"
October 15,
1969

https://idnc.library.illinois.edu
/?a=d&d=DIL19691015



Moratorium on "business as usual," 1969

page 6

https://idnc.library.illinois.edu
/?a=d&d=DIL19691015

page 18



Moratorium on "business as usual," 1969

October 15, 1969, page 9 
(above), page 4 (right)

https://idnc.library.illinois.edu/?a
=d&d=DIL19691015



Moratorium on "business as usual," 1969

https://idnc.library.illinois.edu/?a=d&d=DIL19691015

October 15, 1969, page 9

page 10 page 4 (above), page 5



Women 
join the
Marching 
Illini, 1971

https://idnc.library.illinois.edu/?a=
d&d=DIL19710914.2.2

Left: September 14, 1971,
front page

Right: September 16, 1971,
page 14

https://idnc.library.illinois.edu/?a=
d&d=DIL19710916.2.45



Women join the 
Marching Illini, 1971

October 16, 1971, page 11

https://idnc.library.illinois.edu
/?a=d&d=DIL19701006.2.46



Campus 
streaking fad, 
Spring 1974

https://idnc.library.illinois.edu/
?a=d&d=DIL19740308.2.43

March 8, 1974, front page



Streaking 
fad, 1974
March 9, 1974

page 1https://idnc.library.illinois.edu/?a=d&d=DIL19740309.2.3

page 9



Streaking fad, 1974
March 9, 1974, page 21-22

page 10
https://idnc.library.illinois.edu
/?a=d&d=DIL19740309.2.73



Farm Aid, 1985

September 5, 1985, front page

https://idnc.library.illinois.edu
/?a=d&d=DIL19850905-01.1.1



Farm Aid, 1985

September 19, 1985, page 6

https://idnc.library.illinois.edu/?a=d&
d=DIL19850919-01.1.6

September 20, 1985, page 30 (above), page 13 
(right) https://idnc.library.illinois.edu/

?a=d&d=DIL19850920-01.1.41



January 1, 1961 October 28, 1961 April 23, 1963 September 3, 1981

Global, National, State, Regional, Local, University

What else can you find in the DI?



What else can you find in the DI?

November 21, 1963

July 28, 1966

August 15, 1975 – 
New Student 
Edition (93 pages!)

"Ars Gratia" 
column by 
Roger 
Ebert, 
September 
25, 1963



Further reading
Blog posts
"Newspaper Digitization at the University of Illinois: A Brief History"
Timeline of the Illinois Newspaper Project

Daily Illini articles:
3 October 1942: Illini Becomes Daily, Prospers as University Grows Up (history)
14 February 1953: “First Student Paper Published in 1874” (includes photos and description of current 
production process)
9 September 1958:  “DI Celebrates 56th Year”

In the Archives:
Daily Illini photographs, negatives and contact sheets; related series and publications

October 07, 1939

https://www.library.illinois.edu/hpnl/blog/newspaper-digitization-history/
https://www.library.illinois.edu/illinoisnewspaperproject/about/
https://idnc.library.illinois.edu/?a=d&d=DIL19421003.2.12&srpos=1&e=-------en-20-DIL-1--txt-txIN-%22history+of+the+daily+illini%22---------
https://archon.library.illinois.edu/archives/index.php?p=collections/classifications&id=405


Oral Histories:
Florence Hood Miner ’29- DI reporter
Millicent Sloboda Lane ‘44- DI editor
Charlie Meyerson ’77- DI staff writer, WPGU DJ: transcript in process
Vanessa Faurie ’87- DI editor

In books and journals:
Ebert, Roger ed.  An Illini Century: One Hundred Years of Campus Life.  Chicago:  University of 
Illinois Press, 1967

Ross, Ryan A. “The Power of the Press” Illinois Alumni, vol 37: 1, September 2023

Solberg, Winton U. University of Illinois, 1867-1894: An Intellectual and Cultural History, Champaign: 
UI Press, 1968

University of Illinois: The Shaping of the University, 1894-1904,  Champaign: UI Press, 2000

https://www.library.illinois.edu/voices/collection-item/florence-hood-miner/
https://www.library.illinois.edu/voices/collections/world-war-ii/
https://archon.library.illinois.edu/archives/index.php?p=collections/controlcard&id=13071&q=Charlie+Meyerson
https://www.library.illinois.edu/voices/collection-item/vanessa-faurie/
https://archive.org/details/illinicenturyone00eber/page/n7/mode/2up
https://www.illinoisalumnimagazine.org/illinoisalumni/fall_2023/MobilePagedReplica.action?pm=2&folio=26#pg28
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