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Audio Recordings

https://www.archives.gov/preservation/formats/audio-toc.html



Preservation Risks and Challenges
• Disks

Audio Recordings



Preservation Risks and Challenges
• Disks

Audio Recordings

https://www.iasa-web.org/tc05/2112-coarse-
groove-discs-gramophone-discs



Preservation Risks and Challenges
• Disks

Audio Recordings

https://www.nedcc.org/audio-
preservation/irene-
blog/2014/08/12/delaminating/



Preservation Risks and Challenges
• Magnetic Tape

Audio Recordings

https://www.instructables.com/How-to-fix-a-cassette-tape/
https://www.reddit.com/r/cassetteculture/comments/a8j1ss/just_bought_a_tape_but_the_deck_kinda_chewed_it/

https://www.instructables.com/How-to-fix-a-cassette-tape/


Preservation Risks and Challenges
• Magnetic Tape

Audio Recordings

https://psap.library.illinois.edu/collection-
id-guide/softbindersyn



Preservation Risks and Challenges
• Compact Discs

Audio Recordings

https://psap.library.illinois.edu/advanced-
help/av-opticalmedia



Preservation Risks 
and Challenges
• Compact Discs

Audio Recordings

https://psap.library.illinois.edu/advanced-
help/av-opticalmedia



Moving Image Recordings

https://www.archives.gov/preservation/formats/video-toc.html



Moving Image Recordings

Preservation Risks and Challenges
• Motion Picture Films

https://psap.library.illinois.edu/advanced-help/slide-film-bw



Moving Image Recordings

Preservation Risks and Challenges
• Videotape

https://psap.library.illinois.edu/advanced-help/av-videoopenreel



Media & MOLD!

https://www.pacificvideorepair.com/mold-or-mildew-damaged-videotape-repairs
https://psap.library.illinois.edu/advanced-help/av-videoopenreel



Media Playback Equipment Obsolescence



So when do you digitize these things?
• Prioritize what is valuable long-term
• Digitize before they are unplayable
• Don’t go for the cheapest option
• Look for good privacy and security 

policies
• Read customer reviews
• Consider cloud-hosting options, not 

just DVD/CD/USB drive delivery

Digitization



Caring for digital files
• Stuff you just digitized
• Born digital materials - i.e. all that stuff 

on your computer and phone
o Tax forms and other important 

documents
o Important emails
o Photos and videos

But now you need to think about
DIGITAL PRESERVATION



• Prioritize what you preserve
• Regularly back up your files (icloud, 

external hard drive, commercial cloud 
service)

• Name your files meaningfully and, ideally, 
consistently so you can tell what files are

• Actively manage your digital preservation 
footprint – delete when appropriate

But now you need to think about
DIGITAL PRESERVATION



Helpful Links
Preservation Self-Assessment Program, Format ID Guide https://psap.library.illinois.edu/collection-id-
guide

Library of Congress, Preservation FAQ: Audio/Visual materials 
https://www.loc.gov/preservation/about/faqs/audio.html

National Film Preservation Foundation https://www.filmpreservation.org/preservation-basics

Library of Congress, Personal Archiving (digital, including guidance on digital photos, digital audio and 
video, email, personal records and website preservation) 
https://digitalpreservation.gov/personalarchiving/

Digital Preservation Coalition fact sheet on personal digital archiving: 
https://www.dpconline.org/docs/dpc-technology-watch-publications/topical-notes-series/1867-dp-note-
6-personal-digital-archiving/file

Penn State University Libraries, Personal Digital Archiving – best practices for file naming 
https://guides.libraries.psu.edu/c.php?g=1190817&p=8709882

Digital Preservation Coalition fact sheet on file naming and file formats 
https://www.dpconline.org/docs/dpc-technology-watch-publications/topical-notes-series/1865-dp-note-
4-file-naming-and-formats/file

https://psap.library.illinois.edu/collection-id-guide
https://www.loc.gov/preservation/about/faqs/audio.html
https://www.filmpreservation.org/preservation-basics
https://digitalpreservation.gov/personalarchiving/
https://www.dpconline.org/docs/dpc-technology-watch-publications/topical-notes-series/1867-dp-note-6-personal-digital-archiving/file
https://guides.libraries.psu.edu/c.php?g=1190817&p=8709882
https://www.dpconline.org/docs/dpc-technology-watch-publications/topical-notes-series/1865-dp-note-4-file-naming-and-formats/file


Let’s Talk!

Questions?



Thank you!
Stay tuned for details about our next 

webinar!
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