SOCIAL SCIENCES DIVISION

MEETING MINUTES
August 7, 2025
10:00-11:30am     

225b Main Library
Minute taker: Yali Feng
Present:  Lisa Romero (Division Coordinator), Yali Feng (minute taker), Nancy O’Brien, Chris Bailey, Jess Hagman, Mandi Arlain, Erin Simon
1. Approval of minutes: (see g:/social sciences division/minutes/draft minutes): Motion to approve June 5, 2025 minutes as amended by Nancy, seconded by Jess
2. Announcements and Discussion Items:
· Welcome of Erin Simon 
3. Reports
· Assessment Committee (Arlain)

· Did not meet in the summer. 
· Collection Development Committee (Ingold) – no report
· Faculty Mentoring Group (Ingold)

· Lisa’s updates: FMG working on scheduling activities/events--mentoring activities for pre-tenured faculty, PTAC will provide deep dive sessions on formatting the dossier and the four narrative sections.
· Nancy: The Academic Affairs new website has a list of workshops for faculty in particular https://www.library.illinois.edu/staff/workshops-and-seminars/ 
· Faculty Review Committee (O’Brien)
· In the process of working through proposed faculty evaluation and formative feedback process. Send feedback to Alex Deeke, Carissa Philips, Paula Carnes, Mary Laskowski or Nancy O’Brien.
· Library Instruction Collective (Arlain)

· Co-chaired with Piper Martin. Planning the first meeting for the first event. There are two events in one year.
· LSSC (Vermillion)

· Term ends August 15

· Outreach & Engagement Committee (Ingold) – no report
· Reference Management Team (Feng, Chris)

· Yali will start on August 16. Beth Lewis, Dean’s assistant, was notified of change in Division representative.
· No meeting, there is email reporting

· Finished removal of old LibApps accounts 

· Working on clarification of responsibility for reference services in the Library
· charting a comprehensive list of reference services, along with who is responsible for those services
· Research Data Services Committee (Feng)

· Data nudge, Sandi is working on “gold standard science”
· Research and Publication Committee (Bailey)

· New fiscal year meetings begin in 2-3 weeks

· Did not meet in July

· No update

· Believe the budget has been replenished.
     4. Round Robin

· Nancy O’Brien: Busy with various reports and statistics due in August. Research consultations have been conducted across multiple disciplines, with the most recent focusing on computer science and visualization. Editorial work continues for promotion and tenure materials, and training for the new librarian, Erin, has been completed.

· Jess Hagman: The dossier is now in its third draft stage. Access to MAXQDA through Illinois Computes is confirmed for at least two more years, with plans to prepare a workshop series and a Canvas module for both on- and off-campus users. GA training is being scheduled. GA training will begin on August 18, with SSHEL-specific training starting on August 21.
· Mandi Arlain: Working with a GA on LER collection statement. An instruction template is being prepared, along with a review of fall semester courses and an outline for faculty outreach. Additional outreach efforts are underway to connect with various faculty members. An orientation session for Economics is planned with Sandi Caldrone and Yali Feng, and Title IX training has been completed.
· Erin Simon: Preparation for fall instruction has begun, and initial work has started on planning a new research project.
· Yali Feng: Planning is underway for an AI literacy session chaired with chairs (David Ward and Mary Ton). Members include Sanga Sung, Alex Deeks, and Eric Kurt; it will be a half-day or approximately two-hour session designed for library employees. Data analysis is currently being conducted using MAXQDA. The latest issue of the International Journal of Librarianship (IJOL) with Yali as a guest editor, has been published.
· Lisa Romero (Division Coordinator): Instructors have submitted instruction requests for the fall semester, and work on the annual report is underway. Library Specialist has resigned and the process to hire a replacement is in progress. Library hours will remain the same for the fall term. A new graduate assistant, formerly a student worker majoring in music, has joined the team. In addition,  a manuscript co-authored with Sarah Park has been accepted and currently being revised, focusing on how AI can be applied in the citation analysis process.
· Chris Bailey: Instruction requests have started to come in. The children's literature special collections project is wrapping up, with student Matthew assisting on data entry and formatting. Work is in progress on compiling statistics for the SSHEL annual report; previously, the university’s Google Analytics dashboard allowed direct access, but the new version requires requesting the data from John Laskowski. Finally, there is a planned vacation to Seattle next Friday and the following Monday.
· Dulcie Vermillion – not present
· Cindy Ingold – not present
