Arts and Humanities Division Meeting
January 7, 2025, 10:30am-noon
Present: Paula Carns, Catherine Case, Kirstin Johnson (chair), Kate Lambaria, Emilee Mathews, Geoff Ross, Elias Petrou, Siobhan McKissic
Not Present: Celestina Savonius-Wroth, Mary Ton, Marek Sroka, Jessie Knoles
Minutes: Kate Lambaria 
Agenda
1. Minutes approval 
2. Humanities open house Library involvement 
a. No update, but EP will provide information as it becomes available 
3. CDC A&I review
a. Paula sent out CDC report via email and provided a brief recap of proposed reduction plans
b. A&I review is being led by Kelli Trei with assistance from Esra, priority is A&I databases, not all digital content. The group will be focusing on the more expensive (over $20,000) items although these are limited for our division. Update spreadsheet in Box and make notes on items on your funds by end January 
i. Focus on addressing: Is it A&I? Does it include additional content, like full text? Don’t know? 
ii. Are there other databases you would be willing to cancel? Paula discussed Rosetta Stone and the low use, high cost, and tech issues that come with it
iii. Reminder: funds saved from cancellations will go into a central pool, not back to the subject fund
c. Collection Development Statements
i. CDC is considering removing/archiving collection development statements on the Collections website. Focus is on how the statements should be presented to the public and who should have access to the statements. There is some concern over what is driving this and about a significant collection not having public policies, but Paula reiterated the focus is on the centralized page content
ii. KJ shared experience updating statements for MPAL and the benefit of having a policy to refer donors to when there are questions. KJ also mentioned sharing the updated policy with the Collections Office but no updates were made on the central page
iii. PC recently updated EU Studies to align with IAS approach and described their collaborative and reiterative process
iv. EM shared perspective on making them publicly available because we are one of the largest collections and we have a role in educating future librarians, although acknowledged updating them is a time-intensive process and not always a priority
v. GR suggested that if we are going to have them, we could use guidance since the current (old) ones are based on the RLG Conspectus (define various levels)
vi. EP is developing a statement for the Modern Greek collection, helps set the parameters for the collection and how it supports the department (split priorities in the department which impacts funding, selection, etc.)
vii. Future A&H Division meeting time will be dedicated to reviewing and discussing statements 
4. Updates (committees and more)
a. AC (KJ)
i. Received updates about Main Library reflection room which will open soon to the public (located on the 4th floor and will be first come, first served)
ii. Discussed library policies, ownership, and review processes
iii. Discussed division coordinator review process and its necessity
b. CDC (PC): See above
c. Digital Humanities (MT)
i. EP will be providing digital humanities updates in future meetings
d. EC (CSW): No update
e. Humanities Council (KJ)
i. Briefly discussed Humanities Open House planning
f. LSSC (CC)
i. Please inform civil service staff about the upcoming LSSC open house (hybrid) where they will be seeking feedback on support needed
g. O&E (SM)
i. No update, but SM shared reminder to submit requests if future outreach efforts need support
h. RMT (CSW): No update
5. Announcements/Events
a. Send ideas for future meeting content to KJ
b. Head of ACS search committee had kicked off, KJ is a member of the search
c. KL shared reminder to attend the updated Easy Search/Primo sessions this week and provided feedback on the dev versions (see Michael Norman emails)
d. PC thanked all involved in the Harlem Renaissance exhibit spearheaded by Karen Huck and LLL GA
e. EP shared news about grant received for development and promotion of modern Greek collection which will include upcoming event on Friday, February 7 at the Spurlock Museum
