SOCIAL SCIENCES DIVISION
MEETING MINUTES

November 7, 2024
10:00-11:30am     
225b Main Library


Present:  Lisa Romero (Division Coordinator) Mandi Arlain, Chris Bailey, Jess Hagman, Cindy Ingold, Nancy O’Brien (minute taker), Jonas Yela
Guests:  Esra Coskun, Tom Teper



1. Announcements and Discussion Items:
· Discussion with Tom Teper and Esra Coskun, Office of Collections
Tom noted that the Library budget is still unknown as the campus has not provided that information yet.  Consequently, decisions about funding for Library materials is delayed. The FY26 and FY27 potential budget reductions of 2/4/6% are still uncertain.  Budget reductions do not include the Library/IT fee.  Each 2% reduction for the Library is $314,000.  The Library experiences a $455,000 inflation increase each year on existing material.  While there is a small reserve for funding material, cancellations are likely.  Abstracting and Indexing (A&I) resources are under review for cancellation in instances of duplication or low use.  Other potential areas for funding reductions include Application Program Interface (API) charges and services (potentially $50,000).  Agreements related to article processing charges (APC) are saving money for the University, however.  Multi-year purchase agreements with publishers, though, can create barriers to cancellations.

Esra attended the meeting online from a conference, and provided a PowerPoint presentation on data sources, including an A&I review report.  She recommended the Electronic Resource Counter Usage Dashboard in BETA version from Alma for information.  Access is through logging into Alma, Choose Analytics/My Analytics/Share with Me.  Data can be filtered and can also be searched by title, ISSN, or ISBN.  Database cost per use was also discussed.  Esra provided a “Plan of Action” for finding data.  Forthcoming in BETA version is a UIUC print Collections Dashboard that can be searched by subject.  As a last resort, fund managers can request custom reports “on demand.”

Tom and Esra were thanked for their informative discussion and presentation.
· Nancy announced that November 7 is Chris Bailey’s birthday, followed by a round of best wishes to Chris.
· Lisa announced that the Applied Health Sciences Librarian search committee is in process with Lisa Romero (Chair), Nancy O’Brien, Sarah Park, Kelli Trei, and Gennye Varvel.
· Lisa noted that she is a member of the A&I review committee mentioned in Tom Teper’s report.

2. Approval of Minutes: (See g:/social sciences division/minutes/draft minutes).  Cindy moved approval of the September 5 minutes as amended and Lisa seconded.

3. Reports
· Collection Development Committee (Ingold)
· No further information beyond discussion with Tom and Esra other than a reminder to spend funds in a timely way.
· Faculty Review Committee (O’Brien)
· FRC has reviewed promotion and tenure cases for this cycle.  Personal annual reports will be due in late January.
· LSSC (Vermillion)  No report
· Outreach & Engagement Committee (Ingold)
· Skill-up sessions will be offered in spring 2025.
· Reference Management Team (Bailey)
· Jenny Maddox Abbott is the new chair. There is a call for spring 2025 Hub training sessions.  The team is investigating developing a list of subject libraries to complement the list of subject librarians.
· [bookmark: _Hlk182742767]Research Data Services Committee (Feng) No report
· Research and Publication Committee (Bailey)
· Lisa Hinchliffe is chair of RPC and the committee is accepting applications for research project funding.
Additional committees to be added to list for reports:  
· Assessment Committee (Arlain) 
· Library Instruction Collective (Arlain)

4. Round Robin

Lisa:  Working on things other than instruction as class sessions start to slow down.
Mandi: Working on collection development, communication with academic programs, research writing, and co-chairing Library Instruction Collective, which sponsored a program the previous week.
Nancy:  Working on administrative projects and paperwork, and has about 4-5 research consultations per week.
Cindy:  Working on collection development, committees, research consultations, and exhibit on women’s suffrage for Main Library’s 100th anniversary event sponsored by the University Foundation on November 15, 2024.
Jonas:  Working on collection development, instruction, research consultations, and archival processing.
Chris:  Teaching is winding down as research consultations are increasing.  Working on a project with Mara Thacker, Skylar Lucci, and possibly Victor Jones to engage underrepresented undergraduate students in internships related to collection development. The project is likely to include a paid spring break opportunity to identify and select pop culture items for the Library collection.  Mara Thacker will use funds for acquisitions, while the Reece fund or Grainger funds may be used to employ interns.
Jess:  Working on instruction, Qualitative Data Analysis (QDA) workshops, collection development, and more specifically a collection project in spring 2025 with a practicum student related to anthropology that will also use endowment funds targeted for anthropology.

Lisa concluded by asking for ideas about future guest speakers at Division meetings.  Suggested were Jenny Maddox Abbott (Oak Street Library and collections space), Wendy Shelburne or Amy Fry (electronic resources), Jennifer Teper or colleague (preservation issues and/or digitization), Mark Zulauf (Illinois Experts and data about Illinois authors and where they publish).

