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May 20, 2026
Tom Teper
Associate University Librarian for Collections and Technical Services
University Library
University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign
Dear Tom,
I would first like to express my sincere gratitude to the University Library for supporting this international collection development trip to Greece. I am deeply appreciative of the opportunity to represent the University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign abroad while advancing the growth, visibility, and long-term development of the Classics Library Collection and its sub-collections, while also strengthening relationships with publishers, booksellers, scholars, and cultural institutions.
This report summarizes the activities, outcomes, and professional engagements undertaken during my international collection development trip to Greece in May 2026. The primary purpose of this trip was to strengthen the Modern Greek Collection at the University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign through direct engagement with publishers, booksellers, scholars, and cultural institutions, while also exploring new opportunities for acquisitions, collaborations, and sustainable long-term partnerships that will benefit research, teaching, and public engagement initiatives across the University.
In addition to collection development activities, the trip included meetings and collaborative discussions with important public and academic institutions, including the Patriarchal Institute for Patristic Studies and the Centre for Byzantine Research at the Aristotle University of Thessaloniki, among others. Furthermore, two lectures delivered at the Aristotle University of Thessaloniki provided an opportunity to present the University of Illinois’ Classical, Medieval, and Modern Greek collections to faculty members, researchers, and students, further expanding the international visibility and scholarly impact of our collections and initiatives.
Allow me to elaborate further on the meetings and collaborations that took place during this collection development trip. The primary focus and highlight of the visit was the 22nd Thessaloniki International Book Fair (TBF), which took place from Thursday, May 7, through Sunday, May 10. During this period, I attended the TBF daily and met with more than thirty exhibitors, including publishers, academic institutions, and cultural organizations specializing in Classical, Medieval, Byzantine, and Modern Greek publications, in order to explore opportunities for future collaborations and acquisitions.
Beginning in mid-April, I contacted many of these exhibitors via email to arrange individual meetings during the TBF, which allowed for a series of productive in-person discussions throughout the fair. Among the most significant meetings was my discussion with Nikas Publications, including Editor-in-Chief Mr. Nikolaos Nikas and Head of Publishing Program Ms. Stevy Tsoutsi. Nikas Publications is a respected Greek publishing house known for its strong presence in contemporary Greek literature, humanities, history, philosophy, and academic publishing. The company has developed a distinguished reputation through collaborations with prominent Greek authors, scholars, and translators, while contributing significantly to the promotion of Greek intellectual and literary culture through high-quality editions and a diverse publishing program.
During our discussion, we explored possible pathways for improving access to their publications, many of which are currently difficult to acquire through existing international vendors and distribution channels. We also discussed the possibility of future collaborations involving virtual or in-person events at the University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign, including lectures, readings, and presentations by contemporary Greek authors and poets in order to further promote Modern Greek literature and culture within the university community.
Similarly productive meetings took place with representatives from Kastaniotis Editions and Sales Director Mr. Nikolaos Koutoulakis, Ianos Editions and Trade Director Ms. Maria Liapopoulou, as well as Gutenberg Editions and Sales Manager Ms. Gabriela Sirnarou. Additional discussions were held with numerous other publishers and organizations, including MIET Editions, Ikaros Editions, and several others, all of which opened promising avenues for future acquisitions, scholarly collaborations, and public humanities initiatives connected to the Classics Library Collection and the Modern Greek Collection at Illinois.
In each of the cases mentioned above, a follow-up email was sent after my return to the United States, with the Head of the Literatures and Languages Library, Prof. Paula Carns, copied on the correspondence in order to provide a summary of our discussions and outline possible future collaborations.
In addition to the TBF, I had the opportunity to visit the Centre for Byzantine Research and meet with its director, Prof. Paisidou, to discuss future possibilities for collaboration and the acquisition of various publications produced by the Centre. The Centre publishes important scholarly editions relevant to Medieval and Modern Greek studies, many of which are currently available only in select libraries on the East and West Coasts of the United States. Our library could become an important institutional partner and a potential future recipient of these publications.
I also had the opportunity to visit the Patriarchal Institute for Patristic Studies and meet with its director, Prof. Paschalides, to discuss the Institute’s projects and ongoing efforts to promote Greek literature and digitize rare books and manuscripts. During our discussion, we exchanged ideas regarding the possible digitization of more than 20,000 medieval manuscripts currently housed in the libraries of the monasteries of Mount Athos, as well as the potential for future collaboration between the Institute, Princeton University, and the University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign.
Last but not least, I was invited by the Department of History and Archaeology at the Aristotle University of Thessaloniki to deliver two brief lectures on Friday, May 8. These presentations included an overview of the University of Illinois’ Classical, Medieval, and Modern Greek collections and offered an opportunity to further promote our collections, research initiatives, and public engagement activities to faculty members and students in Greece.
To the above activities, I should also add my visits and meetings with several antiquarian bookshops and rare book dealers specializing in Classical and Medieval Studies, manuscripts, incunabula, and early printed books. One particularly promising example was my visit to Platon Antiquities, a family-owned business whose collections include rare Greek and Latin books dating from the fourteenth through the sixteenth centuries. In several cases, the shop possessed copies of works already held by our Rare Book & Manuscript Library, but offered at significantly lower prices. A future collaboration with such vendors could further strengthen our collections while also helping reduce acquisition costs. Following this meeting, I sent a follow-up email and copied our colleague and curator at the Rare Book & Manuscript Library, Prof. Cait Coker, in order to explore possible future cooperation.
In conclusion, this international collection development trip significantly strengthened the University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign’s connections with publishers, scholars, cultural institutions, and rare book dealers in Greece, while further advancing the growth and international visibility of our Classical, Medieval, and Modern Greek collections. The meetings, lectures, and collaborative discussions established during this visit created promising opportunities for future acquisitions, scholarly partnerships, public engagement initiatives, and long-term collaborations that will continue to benefit the University Library and its academic community for years to come.

------- 
Elias Petrou, Ph.D.  
Assistant Professor | Librarian for Classical, Medieval, and Modern Greek Studies 
Literatures and Languages Library 
University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign 
1408 W Gregory Dr Room 200,  
Urbana, IL 61822 
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