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Outreach & Engagement Committee
03/11/2025

Minutes
Attendees: Atoma Batoma, Emily Benton, Sara Berthier, Sarah Christensen, Celenia Graves, Rachel Miller-Haughton, Heather Murphy 
Absent: Jessica Ballard-Lawrence, Cindy Ingold, Siobhan McKissic 
Notetaker: Heather Murphy
1. Reading Group update – post session summaries
a. The Feb 12 Reading Group went well, kudos to Atoma for working with Mara to make it possible (Article: https://iopn.library.illinois.edu/journals/jloe/article/view/1395) 
b. For those who cannot attend Reading Groups…should we provide a brief summary of this and future Reading Groups?
i. Members agreed this shouldn’t be part of OEC’s practice

2. OEC Teams access
a. Former and current OEC members are on the team
b. Should we share with the whole Library? Or, make a channel within the team public?
c. Sarah C: this could be good since the team is not used much now; would need to include the caveat that it’s not an official communications channel; could be used for information sharing and to ask questions (i.e., about preferred vendors)
d. Sara B asked if Mary had given any input; Celenia said Mary has just been gathering information
e. Table this discussion until Cindy is back to get her perspective

3. Review of OEC Webpage
What needs to be
a. Updated or Deleted
b. Added
c. Simplified
a. All should contribute to the Review of OEC webpage doc in Box before April 8:
https://uofi.box.com/s/sgi0hqgcyny58oywdghiqq7n77ov8pkq 
b. What about the accordion toolkit…too much information on the page? Could it be linked from the Communications page? How much content is redundant if any? Do people go to committee pages or staff pages for information? 
c. Sara B: How many people look at the OEC page? Could we get stats?
d. Sara B: Should OEC be a committee?

4. Public Engagement Award 
a. The Award Committee is asking BHRSC if the Library can fund the award given the current budget situation; if so, the application opens in May
b. Additional promotion: prompt unit/department heads, create flyer to post in breakrooms, and send personalized announcements
c. There will be a link to past winners online
d. Self-nominations are okay (but not at the campus level)
e. 3-year sustained leadership requirement removed (but not at the campus level)
f. Fill in the blank nomination templates coming this summer
5. Other items 
a. Notetaker for April
i. April 8: Sarah Christensen
b. Summer plans
i. Everyone agreed on an asynchronous summer
ii. Handle grants as they come in via email
c. Co-Chairs 2025-2026 
i. Many members rolling off this August
ii. Sarah C and Emily as co-chairs; should the Committee vote?
iii. Celenia has created a lot of documentation (including templates)

6. Announcements
a. Celenia: Edit-a-thon happening Thursday 2-6pm at GELIC and Zoom (March 13)
b. Sarah C: Fieldtrip is a go with time forthcoming (April 18); Spring 2025 Schedule updated by Celenia 
https://uofi.box.com/s/qj6012mbvtbxxvadzyh2gm8buj13z6jz 
c. Rachel: Preservation Celebration (April 4)
https://calendars.illinois.edu/detail/4092?eventId=33514860 
d. Sarah C: Edible Book Festival (cannot eat entries on site, but there will be cookies) at Lincoln Square Mall (March 29); next year is the 20th anniversary of EBF https://www.library.illinois.edu/geninfo/edible-book-festival/ 

7. Adjourn 
a. Motion to adjourn with a thumbs up from Rachel (seconded by Sara B)
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