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Outreach & Engagement Committee
01/14/2025

Minutes
Attendees: Jessica Ballard-Lawrence, Atoma Batoma, Sarah Christensen, Celenia Graves, Cindy Ingold, Rachel Miller-Haughton, Heather Murphy
Absent: Emily Benton, Sara Berthier, Siobhan McKissic
Notetaker: Heather Murphy
1. Approve minutes from December 17 Meeting (taken by Cindy Ingold)
https://uofi.box.com/s/thinnbgja3rvwowse23ljaxb5xo0panv   
a. Minutes approved with one edit: to remove “for Siobhan who could not attend until 11:30” under Minute Taker
2. Brainstorm Skill Up/Reading Group Sessions for Spring 2025
https://uofi.box.com/s/qj6012mbvtbxxvadzyh2gm8buj13z6jz  
a. Committee agreed on February 12 date (1-2pm) for the next reading group led by Mara Thacker; Atoma Batoma will set up Zoom link and send the reading group information via LIB-NEWS after Mara confirms the date will work for her
b. Celenia Graves will check with John Laskowski to pin down a date for a skill up session in March
c. For April, the Committee will take a break from reading groups/skill ups to take a field trip to the Herbarium at the Illinois National History Survey in the Robert A. Evers Lab (thanks to Sarah Christensen); transportation details forthcoming
d. In chat, Heather Murphy suggested Sara Berthier share more about Illini GivePulse (possibly a demo) for the skill up in May 
e. Celenia Graves is planning to send a list of all OEC spring events to LIB-NEWS
3. OEC Co-Chairs for next year
a. The Committee has 10 members and six members are rolling off this August: Jessica Ballard-Lawrence, Atoma Batoma, Celenia Graves, Cindy Ingold, Siobhan McKissic, and Rachel Miller-Haughton; Emily Benton and Sarah Christensen are staying on; Sara Berthier and Heather Murphy continue to be ex-officios
b. Members who are rolling off should consider which colleagues in their respective divisions will replace them
c. Sarah Christensen expressed interest in co-chairing, but would like to check in with Emily Benton to gauge her interest; one of the new Committee members in the fall could serve as a co-chair
d. There should be a push for OEC volunteers no later than July; the general call for volunteers for all committees usually goes out in May
4. Other Items
a. Share semester plans and goals
i. This will likely be a calm semester with the majority of the Committee’s work involving grant approvals
ii. Celenia Graves would like to see the Committee revisit the OEC’s website (more to follow at the February meeting)
b. Field trip discussion
i. Completed in 2c
c. Discussion with Mary Laskowski over communication
i. Celenia Graves and Cindy Ingold met with Mary Laskowski: Mary was gathering information and expressed interest in meeting with the whole Committee later in the spring
ii. Heather Murphy mentioned that she and Sara Berthier met with Mary on January 10 and that it was also an info gathering conversation
iii. Sarah Christensen asked if approvals were now necessary for outreach efforts; Heather said she didn’t believe there were, but did mention that Mary and Dean Stewart wanted all requests to hold events in the Main Library’s Reading Room to go through them for approval
d. Notetaker for February
i. Atoma Batoma volunteered to take notes at the February 11 meeting
e. December 2024 Skill Up 
i. Heather Murphy asked if this skill up was recorded and whether it would be uploaded to the Committee’s Media Space page; Sarah Christensen confirmed it had been and she will upload it (Heather will make sure Sarah has access to upload)
f. Jessica Ballard-Lawrence shared information about an upcoming webinar in February about the African American Heritage Trail; more details are forthcoming; Heather Murphy mentioned that the Library’s winter issue of Friendscript will include a story about the Heritage Trail
g. Sarah Christensen spoke with the Windsor of Savoy about programming; Jennifer Hain Teper is doing something soon and Sarah is interested in putting together a Pen Pal program; please share any other programming ideas with Sarah
h. There are opportunities to offer programming to OLLI members, but this would most likely be possible in Fall 2025
i. Celenia Graves will add regular info sharing to future OEC agendas so we can learn more about what each other are doing around the Library
5. Meeting Adjourned at 10:54am
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