Life Sciences Division Meeting
University Library

April 21, 2026
10:00 – 11:30 am
ACES 206 / Zoom

Minutes
	Members:  
Emily Benton, Prairie Research Institute Librarian
Mike Dickinson, Planning, Landscape Architecture, and Agriculture Librarian; LSD Coordinator 
Erin Kerby, Veterinary Medicine & Life Sciences Librarian
	  
Janis Shearer, Public Services & Engagement Librarian
Kelli Trei, Biosciences Librarian (minutes)
Sarah Williams, Head, Funk Library 




1. Guest speaker: Sanga Sung, Library Instruction Collective (LIC) (10-15 min)
· Sanga will provide an update on LIC programming and future plans.
· Informal collaborative teaching and learning group across the library. The goal is to share practices across units and they develop programs on library wide interests.
· Library Instruction Retreat on Monday June 1, and Tuesday June 2
· Focus is on how people teach and the goal is to share practical ideas that others can adapt
· Day 1 is hybrid, and Day 2 is an in-person workshop to develop a teaching menu.
· There was registration email sent April 1, but she will send another as well.
· We’d love to see a place to share our rubrics and lesson plans or other materials for others to use or to make use of others.
· Sanga shared that this has been a great opportunity to reduce duplication of efforts
2. Approval of February meeting minutes (taken by Emily)
a. Approved as edited. 
3. GA Discussion (Mike)
a. Abu will be here 25 hours a week throughout summer.
b. Alejandro (new hire who is already in town) potentially can start early.
c. Coordinators: Izzy-Exhibits, Alejandro-Libguides, Abu-Finals, Nazaria-Social Media
d. Sarah can offer Alejandro some other projects from us for certain skills before he is done for the year.
4. Revisiting our discussion about Funk online exhibits (Janis)
a. Omeka:
i. Izzy and Abu are most familiar with Omeka. They met recently to discuss documentation for online exhibits.
ii. We leave links live for 2 years to help GAs point to them for resumes.
1. How do we maintain Omeka after a GA leaves?
2. Folks need Omeka logins to edit or check.
iii. Janis is checking to find out if we can download or save a version of the presentation.
iv. Kelli will get trained, so she has access to Omeka to help if Janis is unavailable.
v. Omeka exhibits created by GAs are unpublished two years after they graduate.
b. Libcal:
i. Should online exhibits live in libcal indefinitely?
1. 4 months makes sense.
5. Update on Evidence Synthesis Training Workshop (Erin)
a. All set with trainers, now the group is working on content.
i. Focus on evidence synthesis more broadly, not just systematic reviews. The trainers have experience on both medical side and other types of reviews.
ii. Date options: July 20-21, or July 27-28.
1. Please give Erin feedback on dates if you have any.
iii. Record evidence synthesis reference interactions in libinsight, usually we say research assistance and put something about the review in the comments field.
6. Interest in Embase training session (Erin)
a. New database which is particularly interesting for systematic reviews
b. Thinking of having training sometime in summer
i. Everyone is interested.
7. Committee reports
a. Erin:
i. Organizational Development and Training Advisory Committee
1. Wrapping up for the year
2. Erin will be attending Crucial Conversations training
b. Kelli: 
i. Collection Development Committee
1. Deadline for firm orders is May 4. 
2. You can move funds to central pool (GOBI) any time up to May 18.
3. Deadline on central pool funding is June 15
c. Emily
i. PRI Data Stewardship Committee: PRI developing an individualized roadmap for data management.
ii. Outreach and Engagement Committee: Sarah C. and Emily working on finding folks to be co-chairs. They might write a white paper on retreat.
1. Since this is a division based group we will need a newdivisional rep.
iii. PRI Communications committee has a new head and Emily will be meeting with them soon
d. Janis:
i. Engineering Instructions and Outreach Librarian Search Committee:
1. Scheduling campus interviews
e. Sarah:
i. Reference Management Team: not much to report. Hub training a bit up in the air.
ii. Mike:
iii. Library HR & GA Supervisor meeting April 22
8. Roundtable
a. Erin:
i. Helping International Society Equitation Science with evidence synthesis practices
b. Emily:
i. FabLab tour is May 19th from 1-2 pm, meet in Circle Drive
ii. Fat Bear week 2026 preparations are under way
iii. Will be preparing a NEH grant application
c. Janis:
i. ACDC
1. Alum visit on April 21
2. 45th Anniversary this Fall, planning event
3. Working on goals for 2026-2027
4. Working on Bibleaves projects, there are 7000 records without keywords in bibleaves
ii. Outreach and Engagement at Funk
1. Panel event today!
a. Destress fest
2. Garden Walk being considered
3. Pollen Power June 11th, book club.
a. Kelli will order snacks and books soon
4. Summit on Outreach and Engagement was great
d. Sarah
i. Strong turn out at Libguide and title 2 training
1. Created a libguide about digital accessibility for LibGuides for anyone who missed
e. Kelli:
i. Food Day on May 6!! Reminder coming later today.
