Life Sciences Division Meeting Agenda
University Library

Tuesday, October 8, 2024
1:00pm-2:30pm
Zoom
Agenda
 
  
	Members:  

Emily Benton, Prairie Research Institute Librarian
Mike Dickinson, Planning, Landscape Architecture, and Agriculture Librarian; LSD Coordinator  
Erin Kerby, Veterinary Medicine Librarian 
Lucy Moynihan, Library Operations Associate; Staff and Student Supervisor, Technical Services

	 
 
Janis Shearer, Public Services & Engagement Librarian
Kelli Trei, Biosciences Librarian

Sarah Williams, Head, Funk Library  (Minutes)




1. Approval of Minutes (taken by Janis) - Approved
1. GA Discussion (Mike)
1. Funk GAs have been picking up more chats this academic year; they have already answered about 200 chats so far this year.
1. Janis mentioned encouraging GAs to start reading documentation before reaching out with questions.  When they reach out with questions, they should start by sharing what they’ve already read or tried. 
1. Mike will schedule meetings to check-in with librarians to see how things are going with GAs.  He will also be meeting with the GAs one-on-one to review their chats and see how things are going in general.

1. Vacancy Requests Feedback (Mike) – Some feedback was given open/proposed library positions, and Mike will take this input back to Administrative Council.
1. Research Club Interest (Sarah) – There is interest in restarting the Research Club.  Sarah will look to schedule these monthly starting in November.  Even though Funk GAs have rarely, if ever, attended these, it would be good to let them know in case they are interested in attending on their own time.  Sarah will plan on these gatherings mostly being a chance for each person to share, ask questions and request guidance about their research, unless someone reaches out in advance to say they’d like to also discuss a specific research methodology, tool, etc.
1. Committee Assignments and Reports – AC, CDC, others
4. Sarah – Reference Management Team’s first meeting of the academic year is October 30. 
4. Emily – Emily attended their first Outreach & Engagement Committee meeting.  They are also on the INHS Publications Committee, ISWS Publications Committee, and the PRI Data Committee.
4. Erin – The Evidence Synthesis Working Group started 3 weeks ago after Library Administration selected the “Functional Affiliation” model, which calls for individuals with a functional affiliation to evidence synthesis to develop and lead a service for the Library. The working group is currently focused on what the service should look like, how to make it operational (e.g., webpage, intake form), and planning education for librarians and patrons.  Sarah will serve on this group during Erin’s sabbatical.
4. Kelli
3. CDC – Campus is still deferring a decision on inflation funding for this fiscal year, so we are proceeding like we won’t receive inflation funding. We are investigating what we would save by cancelling some journals we’ve subscribed to in recent years, and an A&I database review is also likely. Some selectors had concerns about using endowment funds to purchase materials typically purchased with state funds.
3. Electronic Resources Working Group – This group only meets occasionally. Kelli will be attending next week.
3. Biodiversity Heritage Library – Kelli shared about the Macaw program for contributing born digital materials and items digitized in the RBML collection to the BHL.
4. Lucy – LSSC is still trying to sort out membership since some individuals have switched divisions due to new jobs.

1. Roundtable
5. Sarah – We have on our radar that the division will need to provide external and internal reviewers for a P&T case.
5. Mike – Attending the Racial Equity Institute this week.  Esra Coskun and Stephanie Baker will come to the December LSD meeting to share the Library Print Collections Data Visualization Dashboard that they recently developed in Alma Analytics.
5. Emily – Fat Bear Week is wrapping up, and the display will come down on October 10.  Emily is teaching themselves OpenRefine.
5. Erin – Reclassification project was completed at Vet Med last week. The only lingering issues will be when items currently checked out are returned (about 50 items). Erin’s sabbatical starts next week, and everything is in place for that.
5. Kelli – Campus Senate is co-sponsoring a Forum on Free Speech and Academic Freedom; Kelli will share the event information via LibNews.
5. Lucy – Lucy reminded us of Jennifer Teper’s email seeking preservation survey sites for the students in Jennifer’s Intro to Preservation iSchool course. 
5. Janis – If we or GAs have activity ideas, we need to plan in advance. The second Eat the Rainbow event is November 5 in Bevier Hall. The terrarium activity is not happening.  The Wildlife Medical Clinic Ambassador Animals will be at Funk on December 5. ALEC professors will attend next ACDC team meeting, because it was not working out for ACDC graduate hourlies to attend an ALEC course.
5. Emily – Discussion about what to do when a unit/individual wants to donate materials to the library
1. Adjourn


