Life Sciences Division Meeting
University Library

Tuesday, September 16, 2025
10:00am-11:30pm
ACES 206/Zoom

Minutes

	Members:  
Emily Benton, Prairie Research Institute Librarian
Mike Dickinson, Planning, Landscape Architecture, and Agriculture Librarian; LSD Coordinator 
Erin Kerby, Veterinary Medicine Librarian 
Lucy Moynihan, Library Operations Associate; Staff and Student Supervisor, Technical Services
	  
Janis Shearer, Public Services & Engagement Librarian (Minutes)
Kelli Trei, Biosciences Librarian 
Sarah Williams, Head, Funk Library 




1. Approval of Minutes (taken by Erin)
a. Erin will share the edits Sarah requested with LSD

2. Announcement: new LSD listserv (Erin)
a. Hannah Williams contacted Erin about setting up a division listserv
b. The list will include Lucy Moynihan, Sarah Williams, Emily Benton, Kelli Trei, Erin Kerby, Mike Dickinson, and Janis Shearer

3. GA Discussion (Mike)
a. New GAs have completed core training, and they are ready to take on projects

4. Discussion of new University Library events webpage and form (Sarah)
a. Please contact Sarah if you have questions or comments about the webpage or form. She will share with EC
i. Some questions included
· What is the purpose of the form?
· What are the outcomes?
· Is this an approval process at this point?
· What are the leadership strategic priorities? And what exactly does that mean?
· What is this trying to solve?
· How is an “event” defined?
ii. Some comments included
· We can’t see what’s been submitted
· I can’t edit or change my submission
· It seems that “coordination” and “approval” are being lumped together
· Different library specialists have different priorities
· This seems to have the potential for gatekeeping
·  The form adds another step in event planning

5. Discussion of AI and its impact on our work (Erin)
a. Erin will create an LSD Box subfolder to share instruction materials with a goal of sharing resources within LSD and to support one another
i. Suggested resources included
· Intro to Generative AI LibGuide (https://guides.library.illinois.edu/generativeAI)
· Ithaka S+R Generative AI Product Tracker (https://sr.ithaka.org/our-work/generative-ai-product-tracker/)
· Lit Maps
b. With regards to a Scopus AI Tool demonstration, we are open to more information rather than a demonstration

6. Committee Assignments and Reports – AC, CDC, others
a. Erin
i. Administrative Council (AC): think about questions or concerns that come to mind if the library structure were to change
b. Mike
i. Campus Charitable Fund Drive (CCFD): starts September 17. Currently there is not a coordinated library event
c. Lucy
i. Library Staff Support Committee (LSSC): received a committee budget request via email from Susan Breakenridge
d. Kelli
i. Collection Development Committee (CDC): budgets will appear larger than FY25 
ii. Bylaws: new chair is Bethany Anderson
iii. Senate: filling committees; you do not need to be a Senator to be on a Senate Committee; meetings are recorded (https://mediaspace.illinois.edu/category/Campus+Units%3ESenate+of+the+Urbana-Champaign+Campus/37514231)
iv. Biodiversity Heritage Library (BHL): Servers will move from the Smithsonian to another location, and the timeline is TBD. Illinois and the budget group have agreed to sponsor the BHL with $75,000. Possibly facing a deficit in the coming year. Exploring technical support options due to losing our data manager earlier this year.
v. Faculty Review Committee (FRC): participating in a broader process for annual reviews; planning fall workshops for annual reviews
e. Sarah
i.  Followed up to share that unit heads are working on how librarianship will be evaluated
f. Emily
i. Outreach & Engagement Committee (OEC): reviewing 2 grant applications; received a committee budget request via email from Susan Breakenridge
g. Sarah
i. Reference Management Team (RMT): Sara Holder working on Hub Training schedule & info will go out soon; in the early stages of a reference matrix (responsible, accountable. consulted and informed)

7. Roundtable
a. Erin
i. Agreed to co-lead the Animal Health Information Interest Group in USAIN; working on related USAIN conference programming; running for Secretary of Illinois Health Sciences Librarians group
b. Janis
i. For Funk exhibits, explore the QR code in Farm Aid exhibit and share your feedback; being conscious of not overloading our 4 GAs
c. Kelli
i. What’s going on with the food policy? Funk will not change the policy at this point
d. Emily
i. Fat Bear Week will be 9/19-10/3, working with GA Oli on an OEC grant
e. Sarah
i. Pam is retiring at the end of September

