Life Sciences Division Meeting
University Library

February 17, 2026
10:00 – 11:30 am
Funk ACES 206 / Zoom

Minutes

	Members:  
Emily Benton, Prairie Research Institute Librarian (minutes)
Mike Dickinson, Planning, Landscape Architecture, and Agriculture Librarian
Erin Kerby, Veterinary Medicine & Life Sciences Librarian; LSD Coordinator
	  
Lucy Moynihan, Library Operations Associate; Staff and Student Supervisor, Technical Services
Janis Shearer, Public Services & Engagement Librarian
Kelli Trei, Biosciences Librarian
Sarah Williams, Head, Funk Library 




1. (POSTPONED) Guest speaker: Student experiential learning opportunities and partnerships (30 minutes)
· The guest did not respond to Erin for this meeting, but Erin will reach out about her coming to a different meeting

2. Approval of Minutes (taken by Sarah)
· Approved!

3. GA Discussion (Mike)
· Mike will meet with GAs on Wednesday (2/17) to talk about expectations and workload. 
· Let GAs know they can take sick time and not to overextend themselves.
· Sarah Williams has also reminded them of this at the last staff meeting.
· Sarah Williams will discuss chat workload with other heads whose units contribute to chat.
· Emily suggests that library/university should send out a message reminding patrons to be respectful when using chat
4. Libguides for databases (Kelli)
· In the past, funk had print-out instructions for every database
i. Then libguides/pdf for each database & savvy courses
ii. There are 5 database libguides currently under funk (+1 for BHL)
· Statistics for database libguides are poor, except the ones with the savvy’s 
i. Could we point at the how-to videos instead?
· Databases are “updating” quarterly & have their own libguides
i. Clarivate has all their databases covered by libguides
ii. Scopus does not
iii. PubMed materials are confusing (quality concern)
· Kelli suggests that we no longer maintain the libguides and refer to the publisher help pages
· It was decided to retire the libguides that are duplicated work
i. Cabi & Zoological record funk libguides will be deleted immediately by Sarah
ii. WoS will be deleted at end of the semester
iii. PubMed will review with Erin, Erin S., Anna Lisa 

5. Organization Development & Training Advisory Committee request for informal feedback on training locations (Erin)
· Committee looking into training locations for internal training
i. Impact from Covid & library closings 
ii. Are there external locations?
· Snacks/Food offerings are important
· 106 is good
· Union is also a good middle space
· Champaign Public Library is too far

6. Staff Representative to LSD (Erin)
· This is Lucy is last LSD meeting
i. Thank you so much Lucy!
· Do we need an interim representative?
i. Sarah & Lucy agreed we will wait for the new the LOA
· LSSC is having trouble getting membership
i. Large representation from ACS, i.e. uneven representation

7. Committee Assignments and Reports – AC, CDC, others
· Erin
i. AC: no news 
ii. OD&TAC: see above
· Janis
i. On the EIO search committee – just started 
· Emily 
i. OEC: Retreat is on Feb. 26th 10am-12pm at the main library. Please come :)
· Sarah
i. Reference Management: not organizing hub training in Spring 2026
· Kelli
i. CDC: AI discussions – trainings, academic freedom, library resources, & databases. Budget seems solid! 
ii. Senate: Don’t forget to give feedback!
· Lucy
i. Human Resources summit – John will go in place of Lucy
1. Erin could be the back up
· Mike
i. No updates

8. Roundtable
· Erin
i. No updates
· Janis
i. New SA in the ACDC – been super helpful!
ii. Issues with BibLeaves & newsletter – let Janis know if you see an issue
iii. Panel is coming up! Izzy will be asking for feedback
1. Invasive species week next week 2/25
a. Make a bookmark
iv. Insect Fear Film Festival (2/28)
· Emily
i. Emily would like to do March Mammal Madness Next year
· Sarah
i. Librarian evals are being worked on
· Kelli
i. For folks on Search Committees: feedback form only goes to permanent employees  
· Lucy
i. No updates
· Mike
i. No updates

