Life Sciences Division Meeting
University Library

May 19, 2026
10:00 – 11:30 am
ACES 206 / Zoom

Agenda
	Members:  
Emily Benton, Prairie Research Institute Librarian
Mike Dickinson, Planning, Landscape Architecture, and Agriculture Librarian (minutes)
Erin Kerby, Veterinary Medicine & Life Sciences Librarian; LSD Coordinator
	  
Janis Shearer, Public Services & Engagement Librarian
Kelli Trei, Biosciences Librarian
Sarah Williams, Head, Funk Library




1.  Approval of April meeting minutes (taken by Kelli)

· Minutes approved – no corrections noted

2. Update: Embase training session scheduled for July 7 (Erin)

· Embase invitations have been sent. Let Erin know if you did not receive an invitation. 
· Erin will also send an announcement to LIB-FAC email list. 

3. GA Discussion (Mike)

· This summer we only have one GA working 20 hours per week. Abu is the only GA this summer, working 8:30am-1:30pm Monday-Thursday. Off Fridays
· We could only give him 20 hours per week. 
· Summer graduate student employeesGAs are now on PGA contracts and must balance hours
· Summer GAs may be entitled to sick time – we’re waiting on a response 

· No early start for new GA – They will start August 16

4. LSD committee representation (CDC, FRC, OEC, RMT)

· Faculty Review Committee (3-year term): Unresolved – will discuss further at July LSD meeting
 
· Collection Development Committee (2-year term): Emily will serve as the next representative

· Outreach & Engagement Committee (2-year term): Sarah will serve as the next representative 

· The next OEC representative from Life Sciences Division may be asked to chair the committee in the second year of the term

· Reference Management Team (2-year term): Mike will serve as the next representative

5. Overview of Funk AI Chatbot for Policies and Procedures (Mike)

· Illinois Chat is designed to create chatbots loaded with course-related information and embedded in Canvas pages for students to quickly access information.
· Documents, slide shows, URLs, etc can be ingested into the chatbot. 
· Current bot is a draft, built on policy and procedure documents, along with some Funk and Main Library web pages. 
· Mike is working on a Canvas page this summer focused on GA training – the chatbot will be embedded in the page. 
· Mike will review and update Funk policy documentation this summer. 

6. Committee reports

Erin: 
· Organizational Development – Wrapping up work for the year. Erin will attend “Crucial Conversations” Workshop after returning from the USAIN conference.
· Others could volunteer for those workshops as well – reach out to Jake MacGregor
 
· Administrative Council:
· Wiley agreement with the Big 10 will no longer have “gold open access” – because the cost was too high. 
· The Dean has not heard about a salary program from the Provost at this point.
· Ad Hoc Task Force on Shared Governance: Jennifer Teper asked for feedback about what AC has authority over and what is advisory/consultative
· General agreement that this is laid out in divisional and library bylaws, with acknowledgement that two-way communication and opportunity for regular discussion are important 
· Discussion of Main Library Spaces Task Force
· Lisa Romero was able to provide an update that the information being gathered is meant to put a pin in where things stand now
· A decision needs to be made whether to make changes incrementally/in phases or all at once
Emily: 
· Outreach & Engagement Committee – submitted budget request for $3,000. 

· PRI Outreach & Engagement: restructuring committee

· Biodiversity Heritage Library: Emily will serve as BHL collection development co-chair. 
Janis: 
· Engineering Instruction & Outreach Committee:  search committee’s work is wrapping up. Today (05/19) is the last day to submit feedback on the final candidate. 

· Successful Readers Task Force: May not be able to finish it’s work before fall. 
Sarah: 
· Executive Council: EC will meet next week. Will discuss Library reorganization

Kelli: 
· Faculty Review Committee: Members change in November. Divisions should let FRC know new members by October. 
· There may be a push for Divisions to supply names sooner this year
· Kelli reminded the group to think about updating their annual reports before January. August is the halfway point through review calendar
· Kelli reminded the group that demonstrating impact is more important than excessive writing – brevity is best
· Kelli reminded the group to highlight the most relevant information from the past year

· Collection Development Committee: subject selectors can move money from 0’s and 9’s to central pool funds to spend them before June 15
· CDC is looking into a Coherent Digital trial package to cover

· Biodiversity Heritage Library: BHL cannot change bylaws until the BHL annual meeting
· BHL is interested in adding an at-large member to hopefully make the BHL EC larger and make it easier to handle issues as they arise


7. Roundtable
Sarah: 
· End-of-year: Alinafe will be removed fromClarified which ACDC student employees should be removed from Funk email lists 
· Sarah reminded everyone John has provided us with a document for summer projects and everyone is welcome to add projects
Emily: 
· Will leave for Fab Lab tour at 12:50pm today (05/19)

Janis: 
· Abby will remain with ACDC this summer. 
· Janis has hired a new Grad Hourly position to work in the ACDC this fall. 
