Life Sciences Division Meeting
University Library

Tuesday, December 16, 2025
10:00am-11:30pm
Funk ACES 206 / Zoom

Agenda

	Members:  
Emily Benton, Prairie Research Institute Librarian
Mike Dickinson, Planning, Landscape Architecture, and Agriculture Librarian; LSD Coordinator 
Erin Kerby, Veterinary Medicine Librarian 
Lucy Moynihan, Library Operations Associate; Staff and Student Supervisor, Technical Services
	  
Janis Shearer, Public Services & Engagement Librarian
Kelli Trei, Biosciences Librarian
Sarah Williams, Head, Funk Library (minutes)




1. Approval of Minutes (taken by Kelli) – Approved with minor edits

2. GA Discussion (Mike)
· GAs are busy with finals activities. This is a stressful time of the semester for the GAs

3. Funk Library digital exhibits (Sarah)
· Welcome to Funk ACES Library exhibit: Sarah will work on updating this
· Topical exhibits created by GAs: Unpublish two years after the GA graduates to save having to maintain the exhibit (e.g., broken links). Janis will update online exhibit procedures to note this.  We will need to unpublish the two topical digital exhibits that are over two years old.

4. Funk Pre-professional Graduate Assistant (PGA) request (Sarah)
· Funk/LSD will request the same FTE for 2026-2027 that we have this year.  Our request emphasizes the importance of PGA chat coverage in evenings and the need for 4 PGAs to cover 4 long weekend shifts
· Discussed the budget, gift/endowment funds, and the joint Library/iSchool PGA group.

5. Evidence synthesis training needs of library employees (Erin)
· Sub-group of Evidence Synthesis Working Group is discussing plans for on-site training in summer 2026.  They are trying to gauge how many people would be interested in training and what topics are of interest.
· Topics of interest: PRISMA, stages of an evidence synthesis project, types of evidence synthesis projects, evidence synthesis tools/software
· Topics NOT of interest: clinical systematic reviews
· On-site training would help develop a cohort in the Library, which would be very valuable.

6. Committee Assignments and Reports – AC, CDC, others
· Erin
i. AC: Shared division discussion feedback from November LSD meeting; our feedback has sparked conversations in and between other divisions
ii. Org Development & Training: Investigating best places to hold internal Library training
· Kelli
i. FRC: Requested by EC to make recommendations for University Scholars program (https://www.vpaa.uillinois.edu/academic_affairs_programs/univscholars)
ii. CDC: Meets today
· Lucy
i. LSSC: Dean Stewart attended the last LSSC meeting when the reorganization was discussed
· Mike
i. Bioengineering and Engineering Medical Innovation Librarian: In-person interviews with 4 candidates in early January
· Emily
i. INHS Publications Committee: Lots of interest in IDEALS
ii. Library’s Outreach & Engagement Committee: Field trip to IGB December 18 at 2:00pm to learn about IGB outreach. Outreach & Engagement Retreat February 26 from 10am-12pm; opportunity to present during lightning talks.

7. Roundtable
· Erin
i. Vet Med AI Task Force: Developing an AI policy for the College of Vet Med
ii. Vet Med Library: Conversations about the future of the Vet Med Library have started between the Library and Vet Med
· Janis
i. Funk 2026 panel: Two panelists have accepted so far
ii. Funk outreach & engagement: One of our GAs has agreed to organize Blind Date with a Book in February.  Janis is meeting with O&E GAs to review finals activities and discuss future plans.
· Emily
i. Will invite the FabLab Director to Funk for a tour and conversation
· Sarah
i. Inquired about who is planning to attend the USAIN Conference
