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Library Staff Support Committee
05/25/2023
Minutes

Attendees
Kristen Blankenship (CPS)
Karen Huck (Arts & Humanities)
Julia Cross (Residence Halls)
Sam Lechowicz(Tech Services)
Tony Hynes (Special Collections)
Jeffrey Loftiss (Physical Sciences)
Lucy Moynihan (Life Sciences)
Melanie Rusk (Tech Services)
Michelle Self-Ballard (CPS)
Dulcie Vermillion (Social Sciences)
Minutes
Approve April Minutes:  Approved with emendations from SSHEL
Liaison Reports and Updates:
Administration: Nothing to report
Administrative Council: Meeting was cancelled
Arts & Humanities:  Nothing to report
Central Public Services:  Preparing for Math move
Life Sciences:  Nothing to report
Physical Sciences:  Did not meet – going to find out how often Division meets (seems to be each semester at present)
Res Hall:  EOY Stats show attendance up 25%, and circulation up 15% – belief is that increase is due to having grant money this year – aim to request money based on this data.  Transferring books at present.  Hours for IKE coming soon should be 10am – 2pm M-F.  There is a possibility of getting a practicum student come Fall.  Julia and Laura both attending ALA this summer.
Social Sciences:  SSHEL – Nothing to report
Special Collections:  Bldg. project delayed due to HVAC redesign.  Gwendolyn Brooks event 6/7/23 from 3-5pm – notification coming soon.
Technical Services:  Math moving starting next week. Found 8 students to help with move (thanks to all who let their students know). Expects move complete mid-July.
Other Updates / Comments
LSSC meeting at EC was cancelled due to not having issues to discuss.
Discussion about what to bring to next EC meeting as well as what to talk to the new dean about when we meet with her in late June –
1. Melanie talking to Skye re: possible follow-up to questions about Cheers for Peers feedback and recognition in general, especially how folks (all employees) would most like it – possible Task Force to look into this issue more closely
2. Scholarships for conferences – Melanie and Kristen found several conference options:
1. ALA – We already do this one
2. ILA – Illinois Library Association
3. Reaching Forward – traditionally we have done Reaching Forward South
4. Conference on Illinois History – possibility for some staff
5. ACRL – might be too focused on publishing for staff purposes
6. Back in Circulation – held on even years – might appeal to circ folks
We discussed preferred options – for scholarships but also for Howerton Funds
1. ALA – first choice (continue as presently done)
2. ILA – second choice
3. Back in Circulation – third choice – might be offered every other year with another conference
4. Reaching Forward
5. Conference on Illinois History
6. ACRL – not applicable
We also discussed:
Robert Howerton funds – when will they become available? – no answer yet
Clearer outline for rules regarding when one can use funds for lodging as well as how to best have expenses paid – talked about BHRSC webpage as resource for this information
Asked about possibly linking to the BHRSC – Organization Development and Training page on professional development (which Kim has done for us!)
Discussion about whether Brown Bag sessions needed to be more formal, and whether they could be recorded – decided less formal was better, and to ask folks at session if recording was ok.
No self-nominations for LSSC yet! Might look at going around to units to talk to folks about joining.
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