Life Sciences Division Meeting Agenda
University Library

Tuesday, June 10, 2025
10:00am-11:30pm
Zoom
Minutes

	Members:  

Emily Benton, Prairie Research Institute Librarian
Mike Dickinson, Planning, Landscape Architecture, and Agriculture Librarian; LSD Coordinator (Minutes) 
Erin Kerby, Veterinary Medicine Librarian (on sabbatical)
Lucy Moynihan, Library Operations Associate; Staff and Student Supervisor, Technical Services

	 
 
Janis Shearer, Public Services & Engagement Librarian 
Kelli Trei, Biosciences Librarian 
Sarah Williams, Head, Funk Library 




1. Approval of Minutes (taken by Emily)
· Approved

2. GA Discussion (Mike)
· Small scheduling inconsistency this week – maybe due to vacation. 
· Will ask GAs to check schedule to make sure their shifts are where they should be. 
· New GA Overview
· Mike gave a brief overview of the incoming GAs.
· Coordinator Roles 
· Finals (Oli), Exhibits (Izzy), Social Media (Sarah Wallenfelsz), & LibGuides (Abubakari)
· Still working out Mentor assignments.

· Other GA Notes: 
Sarah: It might be worth thinking about whether we want a plan for involving GAs with evidence synthesis. Could we schedule GAs to sit in on appointments with patrons or point the GAs to Savvy Researcher workshops. 
· We can brainstorm ideas at a future LSD meeting this summer. 
· Evidence synthesis will give our GAs an advantage when entering the job market. 
· Kelli: Could help train GAs to handle smaller requests that aren’t full systematic reviews. 

3. LSD Coordinator Discussion (Mike) 
· Mike’s term as Life Sciences Division coordinator ends August 16. 
· Erin Kerby has agreed to serve as LSD Coordinator from August 2025-August 2028

4. Committee Assignments and Reports – AC, CDC, others
· Kelli: 
· Bylaws have been updated after the special ballot at the faculty meeting (2/3 of faculty needed to vote to pass the bylaws).
· Faculty Review Committee is giving feedback to Formative Assessment Working Group.
· Collections Development Committee did not meet. 
· There is a meeting with the director of CRL libraries 06/11 at the Main Library. 

· Biodiversity Heritage Library Updates: 
· Kelli is the interim director of Biodiversity Heritage Library to help BHL transition out of the Smithsonian (50% Full-Time Equivalent). 
· Emily is a voting member on the BHL Executive Committee.
· An official call for support in transitioning the BHL will go out 06/11. BHL expects to receive offers for support by the end of August 2025. 
· Smithsonian will have to move servers to new locations. 

· Sarah: 
· RMT: Cleaning up old LibApps accounts.
· Evidence Synthesis Working Group did not meet. 
· Library Leadership Group: Discussed Library incident report form. The group is looking for clarification on when it is appropriate to use the form.  

· Emily: 
· Emily will take over Outreach & Engagement Committee with Sara Christensen 
· PRI: Emily has been advocating for PRI to use editors for their external publications. 
· PRI will not hire a Data Stewardship position. PRI is brainstorming alternative options for providing data stewardship resources. 

5. Roundtable

· Kelli: 
· Pollen Power 2025 went well! 
· Kelli has the microscope for the microbiology exhibit display. This is a Funk-owned item. 
· Nikki is writing a proposal to consider using the microscope as a loanable technology item. 


· Sarah: 
· Unit heads and Library Leadership will be at a retreat at the iHotel next Monday (06/16) and Tuesday (06/17).
· GAs are working on updating LibGuides to side-navigation accessibility compliance. 
· Sarah will ask Yanling to help brainstorm materials for the Morrow Plot Exhibit for the upcoming exhibit (fall 2026). 
· Sarah will meet with Heather Murphy to talk about getting wraps for the elevators to help people navigate the space.

· Lucy: 
· An exhibit will go up next week for Pollinator Week that Hannah and Regan are working on. 
· Our exhibit was added to a list of exhibits for Pollinator Week. 

· Emily: 
· Looking into specimen-level DOIs with the Herpetology Lab (IGSNs). 
· Have a meeting with SESAR To see if they can mint the IGSNS.


· Janis: 
· ACDC is working on progress report – aiming for finished report by the end of July. 
· Precious Olalere began working in the ACDC (again) to help process items for the Morris Collection. 
· The Garden Walk is next weekend (06/21). 

6. Adjourn  


