Life Sciences Division Meeting
University Library

Tuesday, February 4, 2025
10:00am-11:30pm
Zoom

Minutes

	Members:  
Emily Benton, Prairie Research Institute Librarian 
Mike Dickinson, Planning, Landscape Architecture, and Agriculture Librarian; LSD Coordinator  
Erin Kerby, Veterinary Medicine Librarian (on sabbatical)
Lucy Moynihan, Library Operations Associate; Staff and Student Supervisor, Technical Services
	 
 Janis Shearer, Public Services & Engagement Librarian (Minutes)
Kelli Trei, Biosciences Librarian
Sarah Williams, Head, Funk Library 



1. Approval of Minutes (taken by Mike)
a. Mike will share the edits Sarah requested with LSD

2. GA Discussion (Mike)
a. Received semesterly reports, they were mostly positive, please encourage GAs to continue communicating and do our best to cover shifts
b. Mike will summarize GA feedback, meet with librarians, and share the evaluation template Library HR provided with Janis

3. A & I Databases Follow-Up (Kelli)
a. Kelli, Esra & Tom will provide an update at the faculty meeting
b. There may be a funding update at the faculty meeting
c. We can submit an ER tech ticket (ertech-at-library.illinois.edu) to request changes to the subject listings in A-Z Databases

4. Spring Panel Updates (Sarah)
a. All 3 panelists are confirmed! Now libguide, graphic design, and social media work can begin
b. Panelists were asked to share their photo, bio & recording permission by tomorrow
c. The catering has been followed up on
d. Lucy is looking into books for a raffle

5. Committee Assignments and Reports – AC, CDC, others
a. Kelli 
· Collection Development Committee (CDC): we may learn more about funds for collections at the next faculty meeting; an update is usually shared in Feb/March when any new licenses have been requested
· Search Committee for Applied Health Sciences Librarian: phone interviews are complete, planning for on-campus interviews in early March
· Bylaws Committee: there will be an update at the faculty meeting, NEVP will ask for tenure track librarians to vote
· Faculty Review Committee (FRC): annual reports were due yesterday, email the chairs of FRC if you would like an extension
· Biodiversity Heritage Library (BHL): no new information with Smithsonian, working on annual meeting planning 
b. Mike
· Administrative Council (AC) beginning to review different policies including the University Library’s Reflection Room; reviewing a narrative for the FY26 budget report
c. Sarah
· Reference Management Team (RMT): discussed spring hub trainings (Sarah & Kelli’s proposals were accepted)
· Evidence Synthesis Working Group – access the workshop series which is part of Savvy Researcher(https://guides.library.illinois.edu/SR-ES/SavvyWorkshops); there may be a social media post we can share from Funk’s platforms; we may add a subscription to Rayyan or Covidence software
d. Lucy
· Library Staff Support Committee (LSCC): the committee is reviewing and commenting on a draft budget
· 
e. Emily
· Outreach & Engagement Committee (OEC): approved a recent grant for Sara Benson’s copyright event
· PRI/Publications Committee: working on weeding and workshops
f. Janis
· none

6. Roundtable
a. Kelli
· IFFF – exhibit will be installed today; engagement will include a takeaway craft, music, and whiteboard; tarantula molts will be stored in Kelli’s office when they arrive; the event is Feb 22
b. Mike
· Will not be available to come to the building in-person this weekend, but can still be reached
c. Sarah
· GAs Sarah & Haley working on activity kits for kids, waiting for binoculars, each kit has a single person game, a whiteboard, markers & 2 books; will discuss procedure/process at a staff meeting; the Orange Room & Grainger have kits as well; will work on getting a basic webpage up to help with awareness and link it to a services page (https://www.library.illinois.edu/ask-us/parent-and-family-services/)
· A professor has asked if the library can provide access to the Gallup World Poll - https://www.gallup.com/analytics/213617/gallup-analytics.aspx which we don’t have access to; Cindy Ingold has received requests as well https://www.gallup.com/analytics/214565/universities-colleges-using-gallup-analytics.aspx. If you hear of requests around campus, please let Sarah know. This may be added to the Desiderata List
d. Lucy
· Working with Librarian Sarah, Heather Murphy, and a graphic designer on a t-shirt for our undergraduate and graduate workers; using the student assistant fund to make the purchase
e. Emily
· Plans to cancel the Tennessee Ornithological Society membership
f. Janis
· Funk Outreach & Engagement
1. Black History Month display is up
· Spring panel
1. Will share the panel timeline in Box

7. Adjourn  

