Life Sciences Division Meeting Agenda
University Library

Tuesday, January 6, 2025
11:00am-12:00pm
Zoom
Minutes
 
  
	Members:  

Emily Benton, Prairie Research Institute Librarian 

Mike Dickinson, Planning, Landscape Architecture, and Agriculture Librarian; LSD Coordinator  (Minutes)
Erin Kerby, Veterinary Medicine Librarian (on sabbatical)
Lucy Moynihan, Library Operations Associate; Staff and Student Supervisor, Technical Services

	 
 
Janis Shearer, Public Services & Engagement Librarian
Kelli Trei, Biosciences Librarian
Sarah Williams, Head, Funk Library 




1. Approval of Minutes (taken by Emily)
· Approved without edits

2. GA Discussion (Mike)

· Mike met with GAs to talk about what how things are going.
· A lot of positive feedback.
· Emphasized that graduating GAs think twice about starting new projects
· Reiterated that O&E projects take time (2 months) to plan. 
· GAs discussed the challenges of communicating with each other and Librarians given our hybrid schedules. 





3. Abstract & Indexing Databases (Kelli)
· Kelli Shared a spreadsheet with A&I resources in Box. https://uofi.box.com/s/tm8uekakyuqcjq8rlwl2arwfy1nkez9h.

· Looking at everything that is 20K or more first. 
· It is likely subject specialists will still have to make cuts (eventually). 
· There is a highlighted column in the spreadsheet “A & I Databases – Yes or No?” which selectors should review and provide feedback on if they have relevant knowledge on any particular resource. 
· Anyone who wants to contribute thoughts/information on ANY of the databases in the list is encouraged to do so – contributors do not have to subscribe to the resources they comment on. 
· Kelli suggested a soft deadline of February 1 to provide feedback.
· Kelli and Tom Teper are planning to talk about the A&I Group at the next faculty meeting for a broader update. 

4. Committee Assignments and Reports – AC, CDC, others
Sarah
· Reference Management Team extended Hub Training proposals deadline until January 9. 
· There is a chance the division could be asked to offer a session on specific resources. 
Evidence Synthesis Group: Continued working on a webtools form for researchers to submit to request assistance for an evidence synthesis focused project from the Library. 

Kelli
· Kelli is forming a group to investigate OER integration across campus and how the Library might help facilitate OERs. 
· CDC is still working on the budget. 
Applied Health Sciences Librarian Search: posting closes this week and interviews will commence.


5. Roundtable
Sarah
· Omar Figeroa (DURP) has confirmed he will participate on the panel this spring. 
· Other presenter options: 
· Steve Wilson – research on wells and municipal water operation systems. 


Janis
· Reminded the group about the most recent ACDC progress report. 
· Janis is asking Nikki and Yanling to provide a self-assessment for the fall 2024 semester. 
O&E:
· Chinese New Year – End of January
· February – Blind Date with a Book
· March – Off-site program with Champaign Public Library – Biodiversity Heritage Library
· Exhibits:
·  Prehistoric Animals
· Insect Fear Film Fest
· Menstrual Cycle
· Social Media: Janis created a Blue Sky account for the Library. 
· Sarah Wallenfelsz and Yanling will work together to learn the platform. 

Kelli: Edit-a-thon – Women in Stem – Kickoff starts January 13. 

6. Adjourn  

