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Area Studies Division
10/14/2021
11:15 am – 12:15 pm

Minutes

Attendees: Antonio Sotomayor, Mara Thacker, Clara Chu, Shuyong Jiang, Laila Hussein-Moustafa, Bob Geraci, Atoma Batoma
Absent: TBD
Invited Attendees: TBD

1. Announcements and Accolades
1. Clara shared a link to the Mortenson Lecture in chat: https://www.library.illinois.edu/mortenson/lectures/
1. The lecture is by an engineer and Holocaust survivor on the power of information and how it can be used for good and evil
2. Following by lecture from Japanese internment survivor
· November 8, 10:30-12 for anniversary, lecture is 12:30-2
1. First time had so many co-sponsors across campus
1. Bob is thinking about and researching a possible article on Hathi Trust and the way it deals with Cyrillic transliteration and he needs to know what transliteration problems librarians in other areas deal with and needs to know any other experiences with Hathi Trust. Would like to interview most of us and would like to send questionnaire around. Even those who work with Latin script, there may be issues that would matter. So he will try to talk to everyone in division. Needs to know if the situation with Cyrllic is fundamentally different from other languages, e.g. Hindi. If you have any recommendations for literature please send it to him.
2. Sign up for Note Taking
1. Mara will take notes
3. Approval of the Minutes from September
1. Postponed until November meeting pending receiving a draft from Joe Lenkart
4. Discussion Items:
1. Antonio’s Sabbatical Application
1. Proposal was circulated last week
2. Antonio has been doing his research on the YMCA for many years, started doing fieldwork for this in 2016 when he took a research trip to Cuba
· In terms of timing, he waited until he was ready to start writing so this was a strategic decision to use the sabbatical to actually write
1. He is applying for 9 months full salary
2. He is currently working on going through the final folder of data from the archives in Cuba. It will take a while but he will finish this academic year to get ready to write.
3. There will be five chapters in the book. Chapter 3 was already published as an article in 2017. During the pandemic he already wrote chapter 1. During sabbatical he will write chapters 2, 4, and 5.
· He sent a proposal to University of Nebraska Press and they were very encouraging about prospectus of project and the book
· For coverage of librarianship duties, he has asked Paula Carns and she has accepted. Paula held his position as an interim before he came here after retirement of his predecessor.
1. In terms of committees, he was waiting to end his role on the Faculty Senate. He finished his service on RPC, and others.
2. The only committee he is still on is the Digital Strategies Working Group with Chris Prom. He might ask if one of us if we are interested in joining and representing international interests in digital strategies. It’s not a huge deal if he’s out for one year.
3. Atoma will send Antonio a few typos to fix.
· Question: Will he hire someone to do indexing of the book?
1. Maybe, but the proposal he sent to Nebraska has a five-year timeline and they are fine with it. So while he will likely hire an indexer, it is a future issue and not something that needs to be resolved right now.
· Comment: Interesting choice to add religion to the title of the project because the connection between religion and colonialism is an interesting issue.
· Question: Antonio will be working basically in his campus office—how can be avoid getting dragged into his other duties?
1. Antonio may put a sign on the door to let people know he is on sabbatical and shouldn’t be disturbed and they should contact Paula Carns
2. All of his books and resources are in his campus office.
1. Suggestion related to title: Since you use religious and religion in the title and the emphasis is missionary zeal of the YMCA—could the potential change be “Missionary Games: A Monograph”.
1. Another suggestion to make sure that YMCA appears in title or subtitle
2. Avoid repeating the word religion
3. Antonio imagines it’s a long-term project and he will consider these suggestions
· Question: Wouldn’t doing all the writing during the sabbatical shorten the timeline to 3 years instead of a 5-year timeline?
1. Giving himself extra time in case other duties conflict. Notably he is president of SALALM and is busy planning the conference and the following year he will need to work on the conference proceedings and then when he is back from sabbatical, he is also preparing to be division coordinator. So just leaving wiggle room.
· Might want to add which press he is working with in the sabbatical application.
1. He has two: Florida and Nebraska University Presses
· Antonio will make some changes and send updated proposal to Mara. Mara will send to division (along with the notes from today’s meeting) and give a week to vote over email to approve.
5. Reports
1. Revisions to Communication #9 (Antonio)
2. Antonio is part of the working group with Chris Prom to revise the Library’s Promotion and Tenure statements in light of changes to campus process.
3. The group just started meeting. The revisions are substantial. Chris sent around the documentation
4. New emphasis on diversity, equity, and inclusion, and new emphasis on public engagement
5. Soon they will send open ended survey to ask for feedback about how to approach these revisions
6. Most of the revisions are for assistant to associate, but it will also apply for going from associate to full.
7. Associate to full change is that they will no longer look for steady progress from year to year but will look at the totality of a person’s career.
8. Revisions to our documentation will happen soon—deadline is March so they will move quickly.
9. The definition of research on campus is changing or being expanded to say “research activities”
10. Shuyong mentioned that FRC is considered revising the scoring guidelines for the annual report. You can see the guidelines online. If you have any suggestions or any parts are unclear or irrelevant to your work, please let Shuyong know.
6. Other Discussion Item:
1. We used to present on research in our divisions but haven’t in the last few meetings. Is it still relevant for our group?
1. Mara will continue to ask for volunteers but will not force anyone to step up
2. Atoma volunteers to present on his research at the November meeting
 
Meeting adjourned at 12:00 p.m.
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