



          




Mortenson Center Advisory Committee Meeting
MINUTES
Thursday April 11, 2024; 1-2pm
Hybrid: 225b Main Library | Zoom <link> Meeting ID: 882 7382 5586
Password: 535035
http://www.library.illinois.edu/mortenson/

Present: Clara Chu, Bing Wang, Monica Carroll, Kyungwon Koh, Will Schlaack, Peggy Nzomo
Online: Lisa Hinchliffe
Apologies: Scott Schwarz

1. Welcome and Introductions
2. Approval of the Agenda - Adoption of the agenda as distributed.
3. Approval of January 19, 2024 Minutes 
Moved: Lisa Hinchliffe.  Seconded: Will Schlaak.  Passed by unanimous consent.

4. Staff update: 
Vuyo Jamieson will continue working as a research assistant remotely, and will work as a graduate hourly during the summer.
The Mortenson Center will welcome a Visiting Scholar Michelli Costa, Faculty of Information Science, University of Brasilia, August-October 2024
Lisa inquired who she will be working with or who was sponsoring the visiting scholar because she had inquired once and was told the Library was no longer supporting visiting scholars.
Clara stated that the Center was sponsoring her and works with International Student and Scholar Services and Library HR to process the appointment.

5. Training
a. Peggy provided an update of the 2024 Associates Program. Theme: Transforming Libraries New roles & Impact June 2- June 26, 2024. 
We had 47 applicants. 18 were admitted. 
8 grants (7 tuition waivers and 1 full support by Naseej Academic) were offered. Tuition waivers included 4 from the Mortenson Center, 2 from the Library (James B. and Emily J. Gillespie Fund), and 1 external (Association of Christian Librarians). 
12-15 international librarians have indicated their intention to participate: 10 academic librarians, 3 Public Librarians, 1 School librarian and 1 National Librarian. Countries represented are : Azerbaijan, Germany, Ghana (2), India, Jamaica (2), Kenya, Pakistan, Philippines, Qatar, Rep of South Korea (2), Serbia, UAE.
b. Peggy thanked all who participated in the review of applications
· She invited all committee members to the Welcome Dinner (with more details forthcoming) and for those willing to do so, to participate in the Library Buddies Program. Several of the committee members expressed interest while others mentioned they would not be able to participate as they will be out of the country for the summer (Kyungwon and Bing).

6. Professional Development
Clara provided the update that planning of the 34th Annual Mortenson Distinguished Lecture was under way and we are accepting suggestions for speakers for the event.
7. Partnerships- Clara and Peggy reported on our existing partnerships:
a. Bibliotheca Alexandrina (BA) - collaborating to offer capacity building in the MENA region. SILL training was delivered in-person by the BA, February 13-14, 2024.
b. School Libraries Collaborative - discussions on the goals of the collaborative have been initiated with the three groups, under their leadership.  Groups include KEY School Libraries (Kenya), Children’s Peace Libraries (Rwanda), Project XXI (South Africa). 
c. Naseej Academy – 2024 Naseej Academy Grant to Attend the Mortenson Center Associates Program and open, ongoing collaboration on webinars
d. Japan Association of Private University Libraries (JASPUL) – ongoing; no Mortenson Associate is attending in 2024, but they have indicated they would be interested in sending one in 2025
e. Partners in Literacy Haiti (Sara Mansbach) – continue to explore the development of the Haiti Libraries Alliance
f. Community Libraries International Portal (CLIP), co-developing with Lisa Krolak, UNESCO Institute for Lifelong Learning Library – community libraries toolkit and website under development with the help of our research assistant, Vuyo Jamieson.
8. Forthcoming Center and Staff Activities
a. Clara will be in Brazil - Presentation at the “Transforming with Science” Conference, 70th Anniversary of the Instituto Brasileiro de Informação em Ciência e Tecnologia (IBICT), April 15-18, 2024, Brasilia https://70anos.ibict.br/and CLIA workshop to graduate students and librarians organized by IBICT in Rio de Janeiro, April 15, 2024. 
b. Clara will be in Kenya - Keynote, workshop on leadership, and panel discussion at the SCECSAL Conference, April 22-26, 2024, Mombasa https://kenyalibraryassociation.or.ke/scecsal-xxvi/  
c. Peggy will be moderating at the IFLA MCULTP Mini-Conference: Libraries New Trends in Supporting Multiculturalism and Multilingualism, which will be held virtually on May 29, 2024. Bing Wang will be presenting at the conference on the Assessment of LGBTQ+ Materials in East Asian Collection Panel. 
d. ALA Annual 2024 - Peggy, Clara and a representative from the School Libraries Collaborative will present at the ALA IRRT Preconference (June 28, 2024), which will focus on International Collaborations- their presentation is titled: Inclusion, Diversity, User-Centeredness, and Impact: Library Partners at the Table
Clara will present at the IRRT Chair’s Program (June 30, 2024) on Libraries and the SDGs
Clara will hold discussions with a potential donor visit
Peggy will be at the International Librarians Reception- Recruiting for the Associates Program and handing out fliers.
e. Clara has been invited to participate/ give a talk in the 2024 Chinese Librarians Scholarly Exchange Program (CLSEP) on July 2, 2-4pm in the Main Library
f. Clara will be in Costa Rica to present the Closing keynote, and do a workshop, at the Encuentro Latinoamericano de Bibliotecarios, Archivistas y Museólogos (EBAM) Conference, July 22-24 https://congresos.ucr.ac.cr/event/8/ - 

9. AOB- None
10. Thank you. Committee members completing term of service (*=second term). Those available to continue to serve a second term are encouraged to fill out the Committee Volunteer form. https://www.library.illinois.edu/staff/ 
a. Robert Geraci (Aug 2022 – Aug 2024)*
b. Melita M. Garza (Aug 2022 – Aug 2024)
c. Lisa Hinchliffe (Aug 2022 – Aug 2024)*
d. Ken E. Salo (Aug 2022 – Aug 2024)*
e. Scott Schwartz (Aug 2022 - Aug 2024)

11. Next meeting: To be scheduled for November-December 2024

Documents:
1.   January 19, 2024 Meeting Minutes





Mortenson Center Advisory Committee Charge and Membership
https://www.library.illinois.edu/staff/committee/mortenson-center-advisory-committee-charge-and-membership/

Charge
The Advisory Committee advises the Director on center policy and procedures.

Composition
The Committee of nine Faculty members, at least half of whom are drawn from the Library faculty, are appointed to the Mortenson Advisory Committee by the University Librarian, in consultation with the Executive Committee, and on the recommendation of the Director of the Mortenson Center. The appointed members serve two-year staggered terms and may be reappointed to successive terms, not to exceed four years.

Membership
* = Second Consecutive Term

Clara M. Chu, Chair 
Monica Carroll (Aug 2023- Aug 2025)
Robert Geraci (Aug 2022 – Aug 2024)*
Melita M. Garza (Aug 2022 – Aug 2024)
Lisa Hinchliffe (Aug 2022 – Aug 2024)*
Kyungwoh Koh (Aug 2023- Aug 2025)
Ken E. Salo (Aug 2022 – Aug 2024)*
Will Schlaak (Aug 2023 – Aug 2025)
Scott Schwartz (Aug 2022 - Aug 2024)
Bing Wang (Aug 2023 – Aug 2025)
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