

          




Mortenson Center Advisory Committee Meeting
MINUTES (DRAFT)
November 18, 2024; 12:00-1:00pm
Hybrid meeting: 
In person: 323c Main Library, 1408 West Gregory Drive Urbana IL 61801
Zoom link: https://illinois.zoom.us/j/89605760273?pwd=6cwVlSS3NUwSQOCPHqmic5aUNOt6YG.1 
Meeting ID: 896 0576 0273  Password: 082361
http://www.library.illinois.edu/mortenson/

In person: Clara Chu, Bing Wang, Sarah Park, Laila Hussein Moustafa, Mandi Arlain, Qiang Jin, Emily Sherrill
Online: Steven Anderson, Kyungwon Koh, Will Schlaack, Scott Schwarz, Ellen Moodie
Apologies: Peggy Nzomo

1. Welcome and Introductions
a. Peggy is away to be with family due to the loss of her mother. Condolences were expressed for Peggy and her family.
2. Approval of the agenda
· Agenda adopted

3. Approval of April 11, 2024 minutes
· Qiang moved to approve the minutes, Bing seconded. Approved unanimously.

4. Departmental updates: Emily Sherrill was introduced as temporary administrative assistant, Katie Ebeling continues on medical leave; Library organization restructure and budget reduction have implications for the Center, including reporting line to Associate Dean Tom Teper and not the Dean, and limited spending of Center gift funds, respectively; Library developing a visiting scholar policy which will inform the Center’s visiting scholar program; New university branding is requiring all units to adhere to their guidelines which for the Center means the adoption of a type treatment and end of its use of its own logo.
5. Training
a. Associates Program
· 2024 Associates Program, Theme: Transforming Libraries New roles & Impact, June 3-26, 2024, welcomed 12 participants from 11 countries. All are thriving and a 6-month post-program session will be held to learn about their progress on their action plans.. 
· 2025 Associates Program, Theme: Libraries Unbound: Open, Inclusive and Engaged, June 2-25, 2025. Invitation to participate in reviewing applications.
Majority agreed to review applications. Kyungwon Koh and Ellen Moodie elected not to review applicants. Applications are due December 9th, 2024, and everyone should receive the documents around then. Participating committee members are required to return the scores by January 8, 2025.
b. IDEA Institute on Artificial Intelligence <website> - The program, which was an IMLS-funded project, is now offered as an online program by ASIS&T https://www.asist.org/meetings-events/idea-institute/, with the first offering in May 2024. As an offshoot of the IDEA Institute, ASIS&T offered the Global Artificial Intelligence Leadership Summit (GAILS) in partnership with the Association of Research Libraries (ARL) in June 2024. https://www.asist.org/meetings-events/idea-institute/gails24/ 
6. Professional Development Programs
a. Lecture: 
· 34th Annual Mortenson Distinguished Lecture, September 19, 2024: Nadia Caidi on “Reading as Belonging: Implications for Library and Information Practice”. https://www.library.illinois.edu/mortenson/lectures/. Nadia also presented a workshop with visiting scholar Michelli Costa on Arts-Based Knowledge Translation: Information (and Other) Professionals Supporting Communities Toward Action.
· 35th Lecture – planning started and lecturer considerations were welcomed
b. Community-Library Inter-Action (CLIA) http://librariesforpeace.org/clia – 
· CLIA Colombia Universidades – ongoing monthly meetings, in collaboration with Zoraida Mendiwelso-Bendek, Univerity of Lincoln (UK) and partnership with the Universidad de Bogotá Jorge Tadeo Lozano Library
· CLIA workshops presented in Brazil and Zimbabwe
c. Project Welcome https://publish.illinois.edu/projectwelcome/  
· Welcoming Week event: The Human Library, Sept. 14, 2024, in collaboration with the New American Welcome Center,  The Urbana Free Library and Illinois International- Global Relations 
d. "Engineering Change" workshop. https://www.library.illinois.edu/mortenson/engineering-change/. Presented at EBAM Conference, July 2024; San José, Costa Rica.  

7. Partnerships:
· Naseej Academy – Naseej Academy Grant to Attend the Mortenson Center Associates Program and Webinar on Training for Impact and Leadership in Library and Information Science: Naseej Academy and Mortenson Center Associates Program as a Model, October 30, 2024 - will interview finalists and recommend Grant winner in January 2025
· JASPUL – will send an Associate in 2025
· Community Libraries International Portal (CLIP) – partnership with UNESCO Institute for Lifelong Learning Library. Under development.
· School Libraries Collaborative – information sharing is very helpful and expanding membership is being discussed.
· Bibliotheca Alexandrina (BA) – collaborated to offer SILL training, October 12-13, 2024, at the BA prior to the ICIL-Africa Conference 2024, and a meeting was held to discuss areas of collaboration.
· Partners in Literacy Haiti – the development of the Haiti Libraries Alliance is on hold because our key contact, Erick Toussaint, moved to Canada and served as President of ACURIL. Executive Director Sara Mansbach has stepped down and a search is underway for a replacement as a position with compensation. 
· IFLA Building Strong LIS Education (BSLISE) Working Group https://bslise.org/: have developed a Directory as a complement to the map of LIS education programs worldwide, and working on a Resource Guide for the implementation of the IFLA Guidelines for Professional Library and Information Science (LIS) Education Programmes – various presentations and workshops.

8. Visiting Scholar: Michelli Costa; August-October 2024. Presented on October 22nd on Decoloniality of knowledge and open scholarship: A comparative study of the libraries at the University of Brasília and University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign, research being conducted with Clara.

9. Mortenson Center Initiatives and Staff Activities
a. Libraries for Peace http://librariesforpeace.org/ | Libraries for Peace Day (September 21) – In 2024, the 34th Annual Mortenson Distinguished Lecture was presented.
b. Libraries for Sustainable Development and Information Action Briefs – promoting the work, presenting workshops, and need to update content. 
c. Recent and upcoming virtual presentations and/or workshops - Brazil, Kenya, San Diego, Costa Rica, Zimbabwe, Egypt. Upcoming: Online class guest lectures, South Africa

10. Fundraising: Two meeting at ALA in San Diego in June 2024 resulted in a commitment of $25,000; Kathleen Weibel Memorial Fund has been created to support Center Kathleen Weibel Memorial Fund, ALA donor

11. Other: Title VI funding will focus on new ways to consider world regions. The Center will participate and contribute to development of proposals when the new call is issued in 2025. 

Documents:
1. April 11, 2024 Meeting Minutes




Mortenson Center Advisory Committee Charge and Membership
https://www.library.illinois.edu/staff/committee/mortenson-center-advisory-committee-charge-and-membership/

Charge
The Advisory Committee advises the Director on center policy and procedures.

Composition
The Committee of nine Faculty members, at least half of whom are drawn from the Library faculty, are appointed to the Mortenson Advisory Committee by the University Librarian, in consultation with the Executive Committee, and on the recommendation of the Director of the Mortenson Center. The appointed members serve two-year staggered terms and may be reappointed to successive terms, not to exceed four years.

Membership
* = Second Consecutive Term

Clara M. Chu, Chair 
Steven Anderson (Aug 2024 - Aug 2026)
Mandi Arlain (Aug 2024 - Aug 2026)
Laila Hussein Moustafa (Aug 2024 - Aug 2026)
Qiang Jin (Aug 2024 - Aug 2026)
Kyungwoh Koh (Aug 2023 - Aug 2025)
Sarah Park (Aug 2024 - Aug 2026)
Ellen Moodie (Aug 2024 - Aug 2026)
Will Schlaak (Aug 2023 – Aug 2025)
Scott Schwartz (Aug 2024 - Aug 2026 - 2nd term)
Bing Wang (Aug 2023 – Aug 2025)
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