
          




Mortenson Center Advisory Committee Meeting
                                                           MINUTES 
Wednesday, December 16, 2022; 3:00-4:00pm
Hybrid meeting: 
In person: 323c Main Library, 1408 West Gregory Drive Urbana IL 61801
Zoom link: https://illinois.zoom.us/j/85894440677?pwd=eW5ibTZWNXQwTk43MHhJVW1wT2I0UT09 
Meeting ID: 858 9444 0677   Password: 126373
http://www.library.illinois.edu/mortenson/



Advisory Meeting started at 3:03pm.

Present: Clara Chu, Courtney Becks, Robert Geraci, Melita M. Garza, Ana Rodriguez, Scott Schwartz, Peggy Nzomo, Jess Rogovin and Amara Oparah
Apologies: Susanne Belovari, Emily Joyce Knox
Absent: Lisa Hinchliffe, Ken E. Salo

I. Welcome and Introductions
a. New Staff
	Self-introductions of Advisory Committee members followed by new Center staff:
· International Library Initiatives Specialists: Peggy Nzomo
· Temp Help- Office Associate: Amara Oparah
· Graduate Student Assistant: Jess Rogovin

     b. In memoriam: Dara Goldman, February 21, 1971- June 13, 2022(Committee Member 2019-2022)
Tribute, School of Literatures, Cultures & Languages, May 16, 2022 | “Obituary,” Montclair Local, May 16, 2022 | Tribute, News-Gazette, June 2, 2022

II. Approval of April 13, 2022, minutes – Names of attendees need to be added.  Minutes will be sent for approval over email.
III. Office and staff update
· Move from 142 Undergraduate Library to 329 Main Library, August 2022
· Katie Ebeling is on medical leave since September and Amara joined since November to replace her for the duration of Katie’s leave.
IV. Reports and Updates
a. 32nd Annual Mortenson Distinguished Lecture: Mike Thomson and guest Jane Ray, with many co-sponsorships. https://www.library.illinois.edu/mortenson/lectures/. Coordinated a lunch panel and journalism class lectures with the journalism department on 21 September 2022 which was the International Day of Peace.
b. 33rd Annual Mortenson Distinguished Lecture in collaboration with iPRES 2023, 19th International Conference on Digital Preservation, hosted by the University of Illinois from 19 through 22 September 2023 

c. “Engineering Change” workshops on dislocation and propaganda, Feb. 1 & 15 2022. https://www.library.illinois.edu/mortenson/engineering-change/. Presented with Agnes Kaposi and co-facilitated by Ajit K. Pyati.  Librarians had 2 months to address and implement solutions on Dislocation and Propaganda in their libraries. 
· Presentations on the project at: 
· "Engineering Change in Libraries: A Pathway for Meaningful Action,” Global libraries as agents of leadership in our post pandemic world: Leading Change, Advocacy, and Social Justice – IRRT Chair’s Program, American Library Association (ALA) Annual Conference and Exhibition, June 23-28, 2022.
· Workshop on “Engineering Change in Libraries: On the Challenges of Dislocation, Inclusion, and Coming "Home" to Ourselves and our Communities,” 4th Joint Conference of Librarians of Color, October 5-9, 2022, St. Pete Beach, Florida. Original conference cancelled due to Hurricane Ian and the team will not be presenting at the rescheduled conference on February 8-12, 2023.
d. IDEA Institute on Artificial Intelligence <website> - the two-year project is on a one-year no-cost extension which ends on August 2023.
· The second Institute was held at The University of Texas at Austin, July 10-15, 2022.
· “AI in the Real World: Strengthening Connections Between LIS Research and Practice,” AI Workshop at ASIS&T 2022, October 29, 2022; Pittsburgh – the Institute leadership coordinated this workshop which emphasized real world applications of AI and research in library and information environments 
e. Project Welcome https://publish.illinois.edu/projectwelcome/  
· World Refugee Day (June 20) webinar with ALA was not held this year due to coordination with ALA and potential speakers not available to present until after the summer.
· Welcoming Week event: The Annual Distinguished Lecture was presented rather than a separate event, going back to the pre-pandemic approach. 
f. Professional Development Programs
· 2022 Associates Program (Smart and Smarter: Leadership and Innovation in Libraries, May 25-June 21, 2022): 10 professionals in library and information sciences from eight countries: Ghana, Japan, Kuwait, Oman, Pakistan, Republic of Korea and South Africa. After 2 years.
· 2023 Associates Program (Shaping the Future of Libraries, May 24-June 20, 2023) >applications are currently open because the deadline was extended to January.
· Minitalks on “Libraries and Crisis” – Mortenson Center contributed 4 talks >15 minutes presentations and 15 minutes discussions
g. Partnerships/Training:
· Naseej Academy – scholarship program for one Mortenson Center Associate 
· JASPUL (no Mortenson Center Associate was identified for participation in 2023) 
· Partners in Literacy Haiti (Sara Mansbach) – supporting development, capacity building and webinars to promote literacy in community libraries; co-developed Haiti Libraries Alliance (HLA). Update- Initiatives and input are required of the Haitians.
· Community Libraries International Portal (CLIP) – partnership with UNESCO Institute for Lifelong Learning Library. Update > due to staff changes at the Mortenson Center, trainings and toolkits are still being worked on.

h. Visiting Scholar: Andiswa Mfengu, Lecturer, Department of Knowledge and Information Stewardship, University of Cape Town; October 13-20, 2022.
i. Recent and upcoming hybrid presentations/workshops - Qatar, US, Ireland, South Africa, Mexico, Brazil, England, Uruguay.
V. Mortenson Center Initiatives
a. Libraries for Peace http://librariesforpeace.org/ | Libraries for Peace Day 2021, September 21 – 32nd Annual Mortenson Distinguished Lecture was presented. Theme: “Immortalizing the Voiceless.
· Clara Chu is working with Peggy Nzomo and Jess Rogovin to enhance the webpage with new and rich content.

b. Community-Library Inter-Action (CLIA) http://librariesforpeace.org/clia – 
· new website under development
· CLIA Colombia Universidades - partnership with the Universidad de Bogotá Jorge Tadeo Lozano Library 
· Publishing newsletters on their activities
· Libraries Lead Forum – Community-Library Inter-Action (CLIA): Advancing the UN Sustainable Development Goals Workshop, Doha, Qatar, May 22, 2022.
· Trained librarians and held a virtual presentation at University of Lincoln
· UNESCO Chair on Responsible Foresight for Sustainable Development, University of Lincolm (UK) – presentation at Symposium, November 24, 2022

c. Information Action Briefs – new publication series, workshop and website in development- 
· Developing websites, creating short policy briefs focused on United Nations Sustainable Development Goals and holding workshops for high school kids.
d. Strategic initiatives – input and ideas from advisory committee through facilitated discussion
There was a discussion on global trends and libraries that included discussion of the preparedness of students in higher education and misinformation, and digital archiving for the preservation of history. The Advisory Committee is opened to more active engagement in the activities of the Center.

VI. Other: IFLA Building Strong LIS Education (BSLISE) Working Group https://bslise.org/ - have developed map and directory of LIS education programs worldwide, and new IFLA Guidelines for Professional Library and Information Science (LIS) Education Programmes, have been endorsed by IFLA.  
· Clara is engaged in IFLA with the production of LIS education guidelines to advance the quality of LIS programs and the preparation of LIS professionals.
· Peggy is a member of the IFLA Section on Library Services to Multicultural Populations and is involved in organizing the activities of the Section in the upcoming congress, IFLA WLIC 2023.
VII. Thank you.

Advisory Meeting ended at 4:05pm.




Mortenson Center Advisory Committee Charge and Membership
https://www.library.illinois.edu/staff/committee/mortenson-center-advisory-committee-charge-and-membership/

Charge
The Advisory Committee advises the Director on center policy and procedures.

Composition
The Committee of nine Faculty members, at least half of whom are drawn from the library faculty, are appointed to the Mortenson Advisory Committee by the University Librarian, in consultation with the Executive Committee, and on the recommendation of the Director of the Mortenson Center. The appointed members serve two-year staggered terms and may be reappointed to successive terms, not to exceed four years.


Membership
* = Second Consecutive Term

Clara M. Chu, Chair 
Courtney Becks (Aug 2021- Aug 2023)
Susanne Belovari (Aug 2022 - Aug 2024)
Robert Geraci (Aug 2022 – Aug 2024)*
Melita M. Garza (Aug 2022 – Aug 2024)
Lisa Hinchliffe (Aug 2022 – Aug 2024)*
Emily Joyce Knox (Aug 2021 – Aug 2023)*
Ana Rodriguez (Aug 2021 - 2023)
Ken E. Salo (Aug 2022 – Aug 2024)*
Scott Schwartz (Aug 2022 - Aug 2024)
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