Area Studies Division Meeting
February 10, 2022
11:15am-12:15pm
Online Zoom Meeting
Present: Mara Thacker, Joe Lenkart, Kit Condill, Antonio Sotomayor, Atoma Batoma, Jan Adamcyzk, Katie Ebeling, Bob Geraci
1. Announcements and Accolades
a. Mara shares about the exhibit and event she is co-planning with Kuldeepa Mehta
b. Antonio submitted book proposal to Nebraska University Press and the peer review feedback was very positive, they will proceed with contract in March
2. Sign up for Note Taking 
a. Mara agreed to take
3. Approval of the Minutes from December and January
a. Atoma moves to approve, Joe seconds, minutes are approved
4. Discussion Items:
a. Digital Humanities Coverage (Dan Tracy)
i. Dan introduced himself and his role as Head of Scholarly Communication and Publishing
ii. Here to talk about Digital Humanities Librarian position, which is currently held by Spencer Keralis, he is leaving on March 15th for another position
iii. Working on plans for interim coverage of responsibilities, there will be some things they don’t do due to a lack of expertise and time
iv. Dan will be submitting a position request and revised position description in the future, though it will go through the normal position prioritization processes so unclear if/when it will be approved
v. What are the needs of our unit with respect to the digital projects to shape the rewritten job description? Are there any emerging areas of interest or needs in the units we work with. This could include text mining, quantitative data projects, web-based projects
vi. Dan shared a graphic based on Spencer’s project to inventory campus digital projects divided up by discipline
vii. There is a goal to have a campus directory of digital humanities projects
viii. Antonio has a few projects underway, mentioned some projects associated with Title VI applications Quechua language and Conde de MContemar letters and should fill out the form
ix. Kit requests that the future position mention foreign languages because it would be helpful and enable some projects that haven’t been done before, especially some non-Roman languages 
x. One of the challenges of the position is there are a lot of different projects and working with projects in different languages would be in scope but it could be highlighted as a local need – Do we have specific questions we imagine approaching this person with? 
1. OCR is a big issue, many of our languages have also changed scripts over time, handwritten items
2. Kit mentioned a project that is not full text searchable due to OCR type issues
xi. Workshops for teaching faculty to help them understand the ways in which the library can support their projects – proactive outreach, troubleshooting solutions for projects, consulting on projects in general, etc. 
xii. Everyone should feel welcome to follow up with Dan about ongoing or future digital humanities needs 
b. Diversity Residency Librarian – Global Diaspora Librarian (Joe, Kit, Mara)
i. Thank you to Joe for doing the lion’s share of work on writing the position description and submitting the form
ii. This is not linked or anchored through any sort of North American centric scope, truly it’s a global diaspora scope
iii. We have colleagues covering ethnic studies and groups within the US, but this position will hopefully allow us to go a little deeper – for example Kit, Steve, and others are working on the borderlands project
iv. Will allow faculty and students to focus on this exciting area of research
v. Subject specialists in the unit will obviously be the cohort of mentors for this person 
vi. Clara, Atoma, and Mara are on the Residency Advisory Committee and can advocate for the position 
5. Reports
a. CDC Report (Kit) 
i. Continuing previous discussions 
ii. Sent Global Census archive quotes were sent to the division – they are expensive but things we could put in our desiderata list 
iii. Kit is working on the divisions desiderata list – he will email a file path/Box link to everyone so please go in and add things to that
iv. Desiderata should be online resources that cost more than $5000 with an established vendor and things that do not require a license
v. Deadline to add things is Wednesday, February 16 so Kit can present it to Tom before the next CDC meeting on February 21 
vi. There are some potential desiderate items that Kit has asked for quotes on that cross areas and Kit will reach out to ask if we would support adding those items
vii. WE found out that we can not reduce our Gobi funds to address the forthcoming budget cuts. Kit will ask George as to why. 
viii. Antonio asked if we were still encouraged to purchase ebooks from Gobi. Kit said that as far as he knows, there’s no longer a focus on ebooks first. We can go back to make that decision on our own. 
ix. Please respond to Matt Roberts email about the Routledge collection as well
b. P&T Working Group (Antonio)
i. They were waiting on feedback from Executive Committee on proposed language from the group
ii. They scheduled office hours on February 22 at 10am open to all faculty members to give feedback on the proposed changes
iii. There is also a plan to talk about the proposed changes at the next faculty meeting on February 23.



