Arts and Humanities Division Meeting
October 7, 2025
Present: Paula Carns, Catherine Case, Kirstin Johnson (chair), Kate Lambaria, Elias Petrou, Chris Prom, Emilee Mathews, Geoff Ross, Marek Sroka
Not Present: Mary Ton (on leave), Celestina Savonius-Wroth (sabbatical AY26), Jessie Knoles
Minutes: Kate Lambaria
Agenda
1. Committee Updates
a. AC (KJ)
i. Met once in September
ii. Updates on budget (extra money for collections), overview from space planning groups (Main Library), update on PGA evaluation group, opening discussion about re-org (see email from Dean on 10/3), discussion of grants policy currently in place 
iii. Budget Group: reviewed requests for vacancies for civil service positions, event sponsorship criteria (funding and space) which are currently under review by various groups, looking ahead at PGA budget requests and processes, discussion about bringing back Innovation Grants (undetermined amount of money at Dean’s discretion)
b. CDC (MS)
i. Did not meet in September
c. EC (PC) 
i. Proposed revision to Research Time Policy: approved
ii. Faculty Evaluation process discussion: should be rolling out process during Nov. 4 Open Forum, small group of unit heads working on timeline and process
iii. Dean shared 3 documents with EC (also shared with LLG) about the re-org process, including the strategic priorities (see staff website) and a timeline/steps to be taken document, EC has concerns about the fast timeline and will be starting a process of conversations to be completed by mid-November; See Dean’s 10/3 email for additional context
iv. Will begin discussions around role of Library Divisions and general dis-trust in the Library in the future
d. Humanities Council (KJ) 
i. Met once in October
ii. Primary concern around the GenEd courses and how students figure out what courses they are and which ones they should take, since the courses generate significant income for the depts/colleges; Gen Ed Board/Provost’s Office will begin offering themes to help direct students to appropriate courses 
iii. Dean Stewart will visit future meeting to discuss space plans in Main Library
e. LLG/Unit heads (KJ and others)
i. Discuss library-wide communication issues (e.g. printing issues during Career Fair Week)
ii. Discussed re-org approaches (see Dean’s 10/3 Email)
iii. Discussed possibilities for how the library should approach AI 
iv. Unit heads have been asked to revisit the position requests from 2023 and any new needs 
f. LSSC (CC) 
i. Upcoming October meeting will include visit from the Dean, so previous meetings focused on preparing for that; emphasis on how staff will be involved in the re-org process
ii. New member: Carrie from RBML
g. OEC (EP)
i. OEC is reviewing proposals for grants – send your submissions!
ii. Humanities Open House took place on Oct. 4 and the Main Library served as one of the locations with multiple stations/activities throughout a 50 minute period; successful event
h. RMT (EM) 
i. RMT is reviewing ambiguity of charge and is working towards evaluating using RACI matrix; timeline unknown
i. Search Committees and Other
i. Humanities Librarian search committee has kick-off meeting next week
ii. PGA Task Force is in progress; completed internal/Library focused portion and will be moving on to Part 2 with the iSchool shortly
2. Announcements/Events
a. MPAL Player Piano Demo on Friday 10/10 at 4pm at MPAL
b. Lit&Lang poetry event 11/4 from 4-6pm in 106
c. Ricker Halloween event on 10/30 at Ricker
d. Classics + Theatre event on costumes and customs and 10/23 at 5pm (online)


