Arts & Humanities Division Meeting
September 3, 2024, 10:30am - noon

Present: Kirstin Johnson, Kate Lambaria, Catherine Case, Paula Carns, Celestina Savonius-Wroth, Emilee Mathews, Jessie Knoles, Mary Ton, Elias Petrou, Geoffrey Ross, Siobhan McKissic

Not present: Marek Sroka

1. Committee updates
· AC (KJ): reviewed edits to food & drink policy (more patron-forward, explaining what you can do instead of can’t); working to determine AC rep to budget group
· Budget Group (KJ): discussed new funding requests
· CDC (PC): discussed how to manage reductions (see CDC meeting notes, especially “Seeking Input” slide) – Paula will be summarizing discussion and sending to Tom
· Overlap studies: do we prioritize aggregators or subscriptions? Suggestions for helpful overlap studies at this point? Reminder: don’t forget about the rolling wall for the aggregators
· Lower return indexes: suggest if you have any
· OA title flips and ceased titles: should these fund return to central funds or go back to subject fund? A&H generally would prefer if the funds return to the subject funds, but understand a central or slush fund may be necessary (could this be a division slush fund); end-of-year purchasing may become less common as we run out of reserves
· State funds swapped to collections-only endowment funds: importance of flexibility in endowment funds (avoiding collections-only or specifications that restrict what can be purchased)
· Moratorium on new subscriptions: could be seen as poor stewardship if we don’t review and adjust subscriptions that are relevant to our current campus community; we already need to cancel subscriptions to add new subscriptions
· Kirstin will reach out to Cherie/CAS about ILL data
· Questions: how does the BTAA play into this, especially regarding serials/subscriptions? 
· Digital Humanities (MT) 
· improving access to purchased data collections (physical hard drives, ~10 years old) acquired through data purchase programs or sent by publishers; previously held by Scholarly Commons; Scholarly Communications and Publishing now managing patron access to collections through Box and archiving a copy in Medusa; collections now open to LEEP students and others in the data science programs (existing tools like Gale Digital Scholarship Lab not always ideal for scholarship); more information coming!
· Constellate text analysis training program trial (see LibNews announcement) – expanded version of the Text Analysis Pedagogy Institute, new synchronous experiment
· JSTOR AI trial access coming – emphasizes conversation and engagement, could help scholars engage with the scholarly material that’s in JSTOR; Library AI Task Force developing rubrics and questionnaires to evaluate tools like this so there’s sufficient info for decision making
· EC (KJ/CSW): discussed organizational structure and 2 AUL model, budget possibilities, PGA exit interview policy, bylaws revisions, DEI advisory committee charge, new office holders
· Humanities Council (KJ): hasn’t met since last division meeting but Kirstin will provide brief update on impacts of salary self-funding and budget reduction planning at upcoming meeting
· LSSC (CC): funding available for staff to attend Illinois Library Association conference in Peoria (see LibNews email) – first come, first served!
· O&E (SM): has not met yet but submit OEC grant applications!
· RMT (CSW): Hub Training has been posted – see new sessions on AI and working with neurodivergent patrons
· Search Committee updates
· Clinical Assistant Professor at the Sousa Archives and Center for American Music – just kicking off
2. Updates and other Announcements
· Mary and Siobhan speaking at Siebel Center about AI at 3pm on Thursday, Sept. 5
· HPNL Update: approved position still on hold (no African American Studies Librarian), new GA (Rachel) with history and anthropology background, new carrels that are a hit, newspaper grant on 6th cycle selected 9 titles to digitize (out of 60 nominations) and will be added to Chronicling America
· Desire to do something to bring GAs together?
· LLL/Classics Update: woodwork cleaned, new GA (Ashley) with masters in English and background in African American literature, Tiffany from Media Commons installed a poetry exhibit and will be inviting future guest curators, Classics department is growing (3 new faculty, 12 graduate students), collaborating with Theatre/Olga Maslova and RBML, developing paleography(?) workshop, exploring options to develop/fund modern Greek collections
· MPAL Update: reading room rearrangement, updates to listening rooms and new audio transfer station, new exhibit about women performing music by graduate student 
· Ricker Update: exhibit on sustainable design and approaches to waste, updates to space and improving display of collections, Siobhan and Emilee participating in (new) faculty exhibition that is on display at Temple Buell Hall 
