Arts and Humanities Division Meeting
October 1, 2024, 10:30am-noon
Present: Paula Carns, Catherine Case, Kirstin Johnson (chair), Kate Lambaria, Emilee Mathews, Elias Petrou, Siobhan McKissic, Geoff Ross, Celestina Savonius-Wroth
Not Present:  Marek Sroka, Jessie Knoles, Mary Ton
Minutes: (Paula Carns)
Agenda
1. Cherie Weible (ILL data for journals re: journal subscription cancellations, etc.)
a. Article scan requests and loans between ishare institutions and between BTAA institutions are generally free/low cost
b. ILL will purchase access to electronic articles or buy individual issues depending on which is cheapest/how many articles in same issue have been requested; in past have also purchased other physical items, but their acquisition fund has shrunk over the years. Physical items they purchase go into STX.
c. There is less loss of journals (through loss or damage) via ILL than occurs via local use
d. ILL stats are shared with CDC on occasion, but there is no way to code by requestor’s subject area (although title would at least be included)
e. BTAA’s Policy Harmonization and B1G Collection are in development and hopefully there will be more local conversations as the latter starts to take a clearer shape
2. Minutes approval--approved
3. Updates (committees and more)
a. AC (KJ) Senior Library Administration is moving forward with three faculty positions:  Head, Acquisitions and Cataloging Librarian (ACS), Experimental Learning and Engagement Librarian (Grainger,) and Applied Health Sciences Librarian (SSHEL). Senior Administration would like feedback on the remainder of the 41 positions. They are also moving forward with a position for a resident, which will start in Fall 2025; this might be a way for a unit to fill a vacancy. AC is serving only as a conduit for information and will not be formally discussing the positions. The Provost will be visiting the Library on Thursday October 17, 3-4, and perhaps we will get a budget update then. Merinda Hensley will now serve as the AC rep to the Budget Group and thus we will not get a direct update from it. As mentioned in an email from Mary Laskowski, there will soon be more public access kiosks in Main. 
b. CDC (PC) Tom went over the budget situation again. Esra Coskun has developed a Library Print Collections Data Visualization Dashboard in Alma Analytics. You can access the dashboard here: https://i-share-uiu.alma.exlibrisgroup.com/ng/hashed/4B7F34575F3740A8E68FB5313BE4616BE05A8028
c. Digital Humanities (MT)—Mary is spearheading a survey about digital tools. If you have additions to make (or questions that you would like for this document to answer), please add them to the draft by Oct 9th: https://docs.google.com/document/d/19gUGMaXbCDGXCvFjwK2Mah-JaUZR7V8n/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=110460922416761701752&rtpof=true&sd=true
d. EC (CSW) New to EC, Celestina raised the question about what EC information she can share with AHD, as many personnel issues are discussed. The response was any topics not deemed confidential. AHD benefits from hearing about the issues being discussed at EC, even if we cannot have the details. Of interest at the recent EC meeting was a discussion about library faculty being faculty in the graduate college, which would allow them to serve on doctoral committees. 
e. Humanities Council (KJ) At the last meeting, Kirstin explained the budget situation for centrally-funded units. Many had heard about it via the Humanities Research Institute and are concerned.
f. LSSC (CC)—Catherine told us that LSSC was able to fund people to attend Illinois Library Association in Peoria October 8-10. The Scholarly Commons is changing its name to Media Commons and is in the process of updating webpages. Central Public Services Division needs a new representation. 
g. O&E (SM) Siobhan told us that the OEC Survey Subcommittee is revisiting the OEC Quality Engagement Survey and reaching out to survey participants who expressed interest in discussing the definition of “quality engagement.” Please register for a discussion with the subcommittee, registrants will receive an email with the Zoom link and additional information about the survey (including a copy of the survey). If you have any questions or a scheduling conflict, please email Celenia Graves at celeniag@illinois.edu. Register for a discussion on Doodle: https://doodle.com/meeting/participate/id/e3O07Yre
h. RMT (CSW) RMT has not met in a while; if we have suggestions, we can send them to Celestina to pass along. We discussed the rather assertive Help box that appears in the Library catalog. Celestina tells us that since it was added, chat statistics have gone up; thus, we are able to help more people. We discussed how we as subject specialists might be able to provide better service—beyond hours—to the Info Desk/ Chat reference service. One idea, which Celestina will pass along, is for members of the division to look over recent chat reference transcriptions and make suggestion on how we might be able to help. 
i. Search committees and other. Michael Norman is looking for 2 new members to serve on CAPT. 
4. Announcements/Events
a. Emilee Mathews announced that Nicolette Coleman is now Senior Library Specialist at the Ricker Library.
b. MPAL has two upcoming presentations: https://calendars.illinois.edu/list/6591. Eddie Barbash + KASA & Friends will entertain guests at MPAL on October 3, from 4-5. There will also be a display of folk and roots materials from the Music & Performing Arts Library's collections and light refreshments. There will be a player piano demonstration on Friday Oct 4, from 4-5. 
