Arts and Humanities Division Meeting
November 7, 2023, 10:30am-noon
Present: Karen Huck, Elias Petrou, Kirstin Johnson, Paula Carns, Celestina Savonius-Wroth, Amy Fry, Kate Lambaria, Emilee Mathews, Jessie Knoles, Siobhan McKissic,
Not Present: Marek Sroka, Geoff Ross, Mary Ton
Minutes: Elias Petrou
Agenda
1. Amy Fry (ACS) – 10:35 am.
· Amy has the new title as the new interim manager of acquisitions. She described her new responsibilities and how she can support each unit/librarian. 
· Kirstin asked if it is okay to send any questions about acquisitions to the general email address of ACS. The response by Amy is yes, adding that we can message her directly, too.
· Kirstin asked where our standing orders should be placed. Which funds should be used for them? Amy will look into the matter and let us know. 
· Emilee asked what the process for a standing order is. Amy responded that there was a standing order form for that. 
· Emilee asked what will happen with acquisitions. Amy responded that it would be very difficult to hire someone for George’s position now, and we will remain in the interim status for some time. In transitioning from George’s responsibilities to Amy and Stephanie's interim positions, there is a problem with people taking responsibility for matters not part of their work.
· Emilee expressed her worries about the remaining vacancy in George’s position.  
2. Division advisory committee membership: Kirstin, Paula, Marek – 11:10 am.
· Update: The division bylaws are based on the library bylaws; thus, changes are not easy to take place since the library bylaws can overwrite them. Emilee asked if the library bylaws are updated to reflect new situations; the answer is no. In general terms, there is no need to make any revisions right now since the library bylaws come first.
· Karen asked if the library bylaws about membership include any rank of employees. The response is not clear.  
· Kirstin proposed pausing any change to our bylaws until further notice.
3. Division Bylaws revision review 
a. Need additional time for comment beyond today’s discussion?
b. Need to schedule a vote on the changes (can be by email?) 
4. Updates (committees +)
a. AC (KJ) - 11:21 am.
· Kirstin was not at that meeting due to COVID. 
· The agenda was also focused on the library employees' listserv and libnews. 
· Also, Chris Prom provided an update about the needs and wants of the library’s positions. The deadline for proposals is December 1st. 
· Another item on the agenda was the inclement weather task force which will propose decision trees, procedures, and communication flows about when the library should be closed or not according to the weather conditions. The next meeting of the committee is today.
b. CDC (PC) – 11:29 am
· Paula was unable to attend. She mentioned the matter that Tom Tepper brought up concerning Taylor & Francis.  
c. Digital Humanities (MT) – 11:29 am.
· Mary could not attend our Zoom meeting, so no update was provided.
d. EC (KJ) – 11:30 am.
· They talked about the role of the hangout and how important it is to share information and build relationships between the faculty.
· They discussed the role of division coordinators. 
· There was a proposal to implement a systematic review process.  
· They discussed search committee guidelines and parameters (e.g., forming search committees, etc.).  
e. Humanities Council (KJ) – 11:35
· They had a presentation by Mary Ton about digital humanities, which was well received. 
· There was another presentation by OVCRI and Chris Prom 
· They shared information about the RAPD committee that helps faculty and staff with grants, new material, writing workshops (e.g., writers’ group), and proposals. https://research.illinois.edu/get-help-your-proposal/office-research-advising-and-project-development 
f. LSSC (KH) – 11:40 am
· They talked about the same issues with AC mainly. 
· They discussed when the campus, the classes, and the library are closed. Paula mentioned that the policy is that the campus never closes. It touches on matters of the inclement weather committee (see above). 
g. O&E (SM) – 11:44 am
· They have an upcoming meeting next Wednesday. 
· She will provide more updates at the next meeting. 
h. RMT (CSW) – 11:45 am
· No important updates. 
· They discussed minor changes in the reference transaction form and the addition of more fields. 
i. Search committees and other – 11:47 am
· Two staff position searches are happening in MPAL, chaired by Kate 
5. Announcements/Events 11:51 am
· Celestina proposed filling the African American studies position of librarian. She also suggested a new position for a Jewish studies librarian. 
· Paula proposed filling the English Literature librarian position. 
· Celestina announced that the research travel grant was able to award seven grants this year, and they will be announced soon. 
· Elias mentioned that a rare book of Plato will come to our Main Library after a generous donation from a Greek donor located in Chicago.
· Emilee mentioned that Lee Whitaker took a new position in Acquisitions.
· Celestina mentioned the Orange Room Halloween celebration in our library and its success. 


