Arts and Humanities Division Meeting
July 1, 2025, 10:30am-noon
Present: Catherine Case, Kirstin Johnson(chair), Kate Lambaria, Emilee Mathews, Geoff Ross, Celestina Savonius-Wroth, Mary Ton, 
Not Present: Paula Carns, Jessie Knoles, Siobhan McKissic, Elias Petrou, Marek Sroka, 
Minutes: Celestina
Agenda
1. Minutes approval (May; no June meeting)
2. Updates (committees and more)
a. AC (KJ) 
Did not meet

b. Budget Group (KJ): 
Campus has announced a 1% salary program. Discussion of what model to use (across the board, because such a small increase, or a model that takes merit, compression, etc into consideration?) and agreement that as long as it is transparent, any of the options will be acceptable.  Discussion about library sponsorship of events in other campus units. What criteria should be applied to use of library funds, and will central funds be handled differently from unit-controlled funds? May be moving towards a central approval process.

c. CDC (PC) 
No report.

d. Digital Humanities (MT) 
Mary will be on leave fall semester starting in September. Canvas modules are in good shape to support DH work. All questions should go to the Scholarly Communication and Publishing email address, scpub@library.illinois.edu. Dan Tracy will fill in, with a new hourly assistant, Marijke York, who comes to the Library from Skeuomorph Press (and other related experience, eg makerspaces). 
The data drives migration project is almost done: datasets, primarily Gale and Accessible Archives newspapers plus some other purchased datasets, which used to be managed by the Scholarly Commons, are now on Box. There will be a form to fill out for access. More conversations underway about how to support text and datamining, trying to come up with workflow and processes for new requests from patron and access to existing data. Mary will be meeting with Sanga re strategic project involving government information. Library digital exhibits: two GAs who just graduated created Omeka-S tutorials and Canvas modules to walk people through how to create digital exhibits. Will have a Canvas space set up by Fall bringing all these support materials together.

e. EC (CSW)
No meeting June 9. June 23 meeting minutes are available on EC website, https://www.library.illinois.edu/committees/wp-content/uploads/sites/89/2023/05/2025-06-23_EC-Minutes.docx 

f. Humanities Council (KJ) 
Met once late spring: discussed fellowship funding models through grad college –not directly library-related.

g. LLG/Unit Heads
Leadership/communication retreat held in mid-June. Will continue to work with the same consultant, decision-making models will probably be one of the topics; Two talking points from 6/24 meeting: Main Library space planning post-“exhale” –two groups, one internal and one external, including Facilities, etc; review of ISchool graduate assistantship situation.

h. LSSC (CC)
Civil service at large approved updated bylaws, three people rolling off LSSC, looking to fill those positions.  

i. O&E (SM)
No report 

j. RMT (CSW)
Reminder to check the spreadsheet showing students with springshare accounts. 

k. Other reports?
Mary: Library AI Taskforce, submitted final report, meeting today to discuss report. Main takeaways: adopt and share an AI values statement, what we prioritize, eg privacy, innovation, copyright adherence. We might be first unit on campus to provide such a statement.  Emphasizing people and human-driven expertise, how do we coordinate our engagement with AI across units? Conversations about organization structure and models to coordinate conversations, eg re AI-literacy instruction, developing instruction materials, using AI to make digital collections more accessible (responsibly and ethically). Conversations about org structure will be similar to those about instruction, DEI, media, and other cross-unit initiatives. (What does a committee do vs what does a unit do?)
Mary: CAPT Library Emerging and Integrated Technologies Coordination group met: discussed Title II, user success stories, hands-on activities in classrooms, loanable tech usage, building on existing engagement (subject specialists, curators, archivists). Possibly of special interest to AHD: exciting developments in 3D scanning and modeling in cultural heritage preservation realm, museum studies, game studies, theatre.

3. New A+H representatives needed for the following groups starting in August
a. CDC – Marek? Or Paula will continue 
b. OEC – Elias??
c. RMT – Emilee

4. A+H meeting schedule and mode for FY26

5. Announcements/Events
Celestina will be on sabbatical, August 16, 2025 to May 15, 2026. Chris Prom will be acting head of HPNL and covering most subject responsibilities. Marek covering Jewish Studies. Cindy Ingold will help with African American Studies collection development (but hpnl@library.illinois.edu is still the primary contact for referrals).

