Arts and Humanities Division Meeting
January 16, 2024
10:30am-noon
Present: Paula Carns, Karen Huck, Kirstin Johnson (chair), Kate Lambaria, Siohban McKissic, Emilee Mathews, Geoffrey Ross, Celestina Savonius-Wroth, Fiona Hartley-Kroeger
Not Present: Jessie Knoles, Marek Sroka, Mary Ton
Minutes: Geoffrey Ross
Agenda
1. Jen-Chien Yu, Library Assessment, Ithaka Faculty Survey
a. Overview of 2023 Ithaka Faculty Survey:
i. Jen observed that, based on surveys she has seen, mathematicians behave similarly, in their relationship to the library, to historians and other humanities faculty, especially regarding their use print collections. Celestina commented that the division should be thinking about pulling in our colleagues who are responsible for math into some of our discussions because she has seen over and over again that mathematicians do work more like people in the humanities.
ii. Some A&H faculty felt the survey revealed a pro-digital agenda.
iii. Another A&H respondent remarked that upper level undergrads do not engage in much library research.
iv. The highest percentage of faculty ranked the buying role of the library as most valuable.
v. Compared with other institutions, our faculty places a high value on what the library does.
vi. Library respondents value library as physical space significantly higher than teaching faculty respondents. Same with library gateway/website as a starting point for research: library respondents valued that significantly higher than teaching faculty.
vii. Low interest in generic learning modules or generic online bibliographic instruction sessions. More interested in customized instruction support.
b. Jen will be sending her slides and other documents in a separate email.
c. https://www.library.illinois.edu/staff/assessment/libsurv/
d. Kirstin shared: https://projectinfolit.org/ 
2. Committee Updates
a. AC (KJ)
i. AC has not met since last division meeting.
b. CDC (PC)
i. CDC has not met in a while.
c. Digital Humanities (MT)
i. Mary is not here.
d. EC (KJ)
i. EC has only met once. Chose external evaluators. Discussed new position description for a search still in process but not completed. Will now be tenure track in order to attract more applicants.
ii. Discussed specialized faculty document, and feedback received. Most respondents said that if the bylaws of the library are adjusted to capture the current use of our term “faculty,” then that change would trickle down to division bylaws and other governing documents. 
e. Humanities Council (KJ)
i. Met once. Discussed research security policy.
f. LSSC (KH)
i. Has not met.
g. O&E (SM)
i. Working on some things.
h. RMT (CSW)
i. History of Science will be added to the subject specialist list. Celestina will be listed as primary contact and Bethany Anderson will be secondary contact.
ii. RMT decided against adding History of Science and Newspapers to the LibInsight form.
i. Search Committees and Other (KL)
i. Kate has been added to CAPT working group on discovery. Making a plan for Easy Search in preparation for Bill Mischo’s final retirement. Input welcome.
ii. Siohban: O&E has put together all the information that folks gave them about engagement. O&E also will solicit people’s feedback on definition of good outreach and good engagement.
3. Announcements/Events
a. Karen Huck has been upgraded to SLS.
b. Fiona is working on romance (genre) collection.
c. Elias: Classics Library has new alarm system: new hours which will be identical to Lit and Lang.
d. Cherie’ Weible and Mary Laskowski will be invited to upcoming division meeting for a discussion of BTAA policy harmonization.



