Arts and Humanities Division Meeting
August 5, 2025, 10:30am-noon
Paula Carns, Catherine Case, Kirstin Johnson (chair), Kate Lambaria, Elias Petrou, Emilee Mathews, Geoff Ross, Celestina Savonius-Wroth, Jessie Knoles, Chris Prom (sabbatical replacement for Celestina for FY26), Mary Ton, 
Present:
Not Present: Siobhan McKissic, Marek Sroka
Minutes: Paula Carns
Agenda
1. Minutes approval (July)—the July minutes are not yet finished.
2. Updates (committees and more)
a. AC (KJ) –no report
b. CDC (PC) See official minutes at https://www.library.illinois.edu/committees/committees/collection-development-committee/
c. Digital Humanities (MT)—Mary will be going on maternity around Sept 15th and has a new assistant, Marijke York, who will be helping to support DH along with Dan Tracy. All DH questions should be sent to Scholarly Communication and Publishing (scpub@library.illinois.edu). Mary gave an update on the Data Migration Project. The Library offers access to historic newspapers and primary sources, including Early English Books Online and African American Newspapers. Previously, these collections were available for text and data mining purposes via physical hard drives through the Scholarly Commons. Over the course of the past couple of years, we've been migrating them to cloud storage to make them easier to access. All purchased data has been migrated to digital form off hard drives and available in Box with a backup in Medusa. Access and discovery for the data is evolving and some are listed in Primo and others are being added. The physical drives are going to Oak St. for 5 years, after which they will be deaccessioned. There will be a form that patrons fill out to get access, linked through the Finding Text Data LibGuide. Mary’s assistant will facilitate access. There will be a celebration next Tuesday on August 12 from 12-1pm in 106 and online. Coming in early September, Scholarly Communication and Publishing will release a Canvas Training Module to help onboard new contributors to Library Digital Exhibits. Email Scholarly Communication and Publishing to get access and training. 
d. EC (CSW)—Not much to report. There was a question about the status of the English and African-American studies. At present it is on the top of the list but no movement yet .
e. Humanities Council (KJ)-no report
f. LLG/Unit Heads—There were two main topics at recent meetings. Two groups have been charged to look at the next phase of the Main Library. One will work with stakeholders outside the Library, while the other will consider how best to fill the spaces vacated by University Archives and the Rare Book and Manuscript Room when the new combined unit is complete. The LLG has also briefly discussed the Library’s organizational structure with regards to AULs and unit heads. It was noted that the LLG’s adoption of Group Values and Simple Rules, developed at its June retreat, might be useful for the entire library. 
g. LSSC (CC) –LSSC is having trouble finding members and will soon address the matter with Dean Stewart. In the past there were 10-12 people, now only 5. The general sense is that civil servants have a lot of work and don’t have time for additional activities. It was noted that campus has returned to celebrating employee milestones by sending recipients certificates and a gift of their choosing. There will be a staff expo in the fall. 
h. O&E (SM) (Elias starting 8/16)—no report. 
i. RMT (CSW) (Emilee starting 8/16)—The team has not met for a while. They have been asked to get a conversation started about reference in the library, perhaps using the RACI matrix. Members have been asked to survey reference in divisions. 
3. A+H meeting schedule and mode for FY26—Kirstin will send as a request via email about the schedule and individuals to invite to future meetings. 
4. Announcements/Events
According to Mary, there is an informal group on campus that seeks to find out what is happening with regards to AI and is looking to offer workshops. 
Mary Ton, Sanga Song, and Cindy Ingold are doing a preliminary scoping of how to purchase, access, and manage data.  
Celestina announced that the NEH Newspaper grant has—surprisingly—received two more years of funding. An official announcement is coming soon.
Celestina also announced there is currently a call for proposals for the Library Travel Grant. See this morning’s email announcement.
Ricker Library is throwing Siobhan a farewell party on August 6, at 1:30. 



