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The originnl 1nv1tati0l'l to apeak at thi ei:dnnr asked tor 1 t 

a report ot data 'bsnk6 1n the Ch1cngo arc th t mght proViCe soll?'cc $:.-{J. I (( 1 J 
mn.terials for the atu~ oft.he bi.tor., of librc.riMGhip during the 

past century. rurtber rets.nement of the topic r ucecl it to the 

Ql'<:hive of tho American Library Aaaocie.tion. SubGe<1uent atud,y 

or th topic 1ndica.t s, without canting aspersions on nnyone, 

r term or data bonk is re a,wrapriate to it. 

In me very important aenze, the ALA b on archive&. It 

depend:i on tl e definition. In l9't-61t the A."A Cornzr.itteo en f,J.,A 

Arehival and Librol'Y I ter1.8lu, nppcd.oted f:trst 1D • 946 to C\)Usider 

gonle end n=ane of' handlin the recor<ls ot the Aeaoc1nt1on• met. 1n 

Detroit t the Anm1 l Ccm:f'ere;..:c to discuss the roblem.s . tt de. 

f'lne,t orcbivos ac "those pieces of uterlsl. that reflect the pol.iries 

ond ct1vitiea of oraa.nized bodie~ a.:nd are inten d. to be kept for 

record pu:rposee. " ( I J 

It decided that ALA e an organized~ with such materialo to 

k ep. As will e.~tu- ls.ter, an abundance ot thcs ter1aln c.."d.zt 

on! have been kept. They re not c:cple-u •• md the vol .. h o b en 

inflated by d--..tpllcation. Ho-wever, the Committee f 19h8 deserves 

er d! t to: the prccervntia:i of papers th t o-~cn~:.e r.ii.Ght h!we 

been lost. 
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1"..e Ccrmd.ttee, ot course, did not stop 'With the clefin:Ltion of 

archi'V'4l ma.teriel.o in its discussion of l9Zt-8 nor in its final report 

of- Se-pt.ember 2, 1949, [ 'l-J 
It ma.de eleven ndditiCMl recommendations :for o.cquirine, ato:r1ns, 

orgtU1i1tf.nth and sertticing the m"Ch1ves, e:c:ibracins tho activities or 

the Divisions, Bonrds, Round 'l'e.blea, and Canmitteeo aa well as the 

Acsoctatian e.t J.vge • 1ho Bxecuti ve ,Bos.rd gratefully accepted. the 

report and dJ.scbcrged the cClttlmittee. In succeeding years, however, 

tho Assoc1a.t1on little heeded tbe :rocamoendations for systematic 

acquisitiOft, or-ennization,. and eemco of the record.$ it undertook 

to keep; ud it was forced to strlw ageinst the r.,ounti.ng needs for 

space e;enerated ey expnndin.g progrems to prov:Ld.o minimal storage 

te.cilitiea. 

'rbat .a tho situation wen ALA engesed Kenneth Munden a:. 

.. consul.ttJ.."lt to su..-.,r,e-.r the archives in 1968. He e-:x:aminad the col• 

lection and procedUroo aAd wrote a .report with recOlr.iClendations. 

'~<, preliminary pl~ for the a.rchives. 11 he wrote. 111s found to 

be generally axc:eUent. 11 
[ 3• p. 1 

1'he cCDlli ttee or 1948 had done its vork weu. Only the execution 

of the pl.en w:.w faulty. "1'.ba picture presented by the whole ia 

• • .. tbo.t of' a. otagins area. for an Archives proper." (3, P• 2J 

'l'ha.t 1,. he found reeords or impressive quootity a,nd. appreciohle 

quality. but the proV'isionn t'Ol" caring for and ecrvins the col

lection \i""ere to .1.nadequete that 1 t. did not justify the name ot 

archi'lt-OS.. Am.orig other tl:JinGs he :recommended the ~lo:,ment ot 

two full .. tima t.rchivie~s aso:tated ~y tw !"alJ._ .. time clerks to bring 

the archive• into U!ei'ul.ness. Fever peopl.e 1tel"O employed at the 



tilae to eo1tdu~t 'both the br:~~s lil>rfl.I"'J Md the o.rehives. !rile 

:-'!conm.."'nd.'l't.i.on eo,i.ld not be fall<:r.-re<l. 

The ~t·tee J."eport of 19h9 and. th~ engadna of an c.t"Chival 

con,sul .a..!l.t in 1963 d~r~ra:;tr te the nagging :f;;;el.ing or caicer-A the.t 

the ;;UJI,. hAs about i:tt. !rl.Gto:rtcal reolrds., 'the ®n$C1entious efforts 

o.: thP t-.ead~tel's library ct.::i....-"'!' t0 1,):t"Ovide a,omo o.rcbi\l'tt.l serV'ice 

today are rtl:m !l:n e::-;p:,.~eao,,on or interest. Some conaideratlon o't th3 

h1:;;to1"i<:ul bruik~lU'J.d. •.dll contr!bo.to to an ur,d.era~ding, 01" the 

pTeoc-ut coUect10J of 1.'ecorda Md 1ta lumdli!lt1• 

'l'he uri$Ltu of the arch1 val. idea a.t Ii.Lt\ a.re ob3curo, Related 

t-.) .t t iG the ~erise of hiiito-cy Md the l)n.cticc o't b.1.uto:i. ... i by tbe li

b:rf'Jt'l11 •'l 1 a.etive in ALA. nie librax-ians who t'ound.ed the ascoc1a.tlon 

in 1876 n.m1 CO.."\~d its affti.irn durir..t the tirst guarter oi' a 
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ecntur-.f i1nden1c.bl:y :re-lt ;.:!ley were ~r.g !li~to..'7, but they sb0tred 

littl4 in¾rc'St, in collec:ti.ng e:rehivol. mterit>J.s o!' their activities. 

ThrJy !elt their puh.Urr..ed x,roceectngu l)l'eOCl"'ICd t'bo &i{;nitica.nt i·ecordc 

or 1e<1r.s on<.t e\o--ent!! ~ Ao 'WiJ.J. he ahcn:m in the 81.tll'Jm1'!...J.7 irtventoey ot . 

tb} eollectior~ to be pre~cnte-t la.tar in thi;;i pupcr., s~c :re.c01'® of 

the ear~ )'l!ttra bave b~cn ~1.,setvcd at /U,,A hce.~tera. 'l'lle o:1r

c~t::».nces tbroU!;h du.ch they t.-cre i,~:;e:r•~d are not entil'~ clenr. 

The pa.r,ero Qt Georgl.! We.t;:io:i Cole, trousur~r tram 1893 to 1095 and 

tl:!11! !'"Per~ 01' Hour/ J. tar;;.~, PreGidcnt 1n l900 .. l.SOl~ were l)l"Cterwd 

by ot'h.or pe.reone e.r1d e.ddtld to tll3 ALA coll.eoti<m at a la.tel" date. 

Also :i,.'(~lntod to tha developm.ent. of a eentrcl.i~ed collecti-on 

of' !t:"c.~•d.f: is the <'1.eV3"10?rtlent o1.· a perm.!m~t beanqual."'Wru and hea/t 

quat.1.cr1; $to.ft. t-tbeu office:i-s ot' tne A~aoc.iation con&.\!ted tl1.eir 
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,,l.tl1ou.c,'il Ed-~ C. liow;r ·was a paid. e:~enutiw officer of 

tha ~ ... ic:Nl 1.d't:l'l'.'a:-f'IJ 1\anoc!ntiou :f'1•om 1905 to 1907 ·with heo.dqu.artc»:s 

a.t 34 !lewbu.:cy' atrect, &-;;;ton, the ccntinu.oun et:!crettt..rint of' the 

Aissotti.!;.-l.1,1'.Xl &,.te.,, lf'l"Ot'l 1909. Ch.~::-t Ut.d.1.ey bec"n:.e executh--e secre-. 

t,Xl7 J.~1 l.909 t-.nd, the hen,lq,ua.rlOl"D '1"el"'e e&Ulbli$bf{d in l~t he'! space 

in tlte ChiCl160 PubJJ.c ld.br..-~l"".f• He.ldqua:t"te:r-n MW remained in Chieoeo 

trln.cc thnt tiM, e.1,r,v~ und,:r ~mQ ,;,:resi;u-re or spaee. Mov-aff ft)).., 

:m~~ to tb.e fi;N-,h i'lo:xr of the Crct~l' 1-,tbri).t"'"J, t.o 520 ?forth Mi.Ch!.~ 

Avcnm~ in 19291 to th::, Mcta.r':l'!l~clt mnns1,a e:t 50 ,EP.~t H'..tt'Ol Street in 

194(,. Tl'l!-! pret:mt mn.tirn.t.."U"te:ro bu..i.ld:.<l~ ~, JS erected in tt,-o atage-s 

( diirlng i,be teeood <rt im1.ch the old mimsion ~s r.av!d. j and dedicated 

in 1963,. Du.r:"u~ tlt."ce t-.h.a.n;~s and a;,=!?Mlli.Ol"l in :.,pnce, the a'X'Chiv-es 

were 1.n a. con"iinuzyi:G rociti.® o'f' t-..."'t?!;l0rar1 $to.~. 

Shortly , aft,.1r the W)ve to the Chicngo hea4rxuarter8, Arthur· 

~sti:c1g~ C:i--~1t k 1910 'Offm"od the pa~r<a of hi& ~ther• Seth &.stinGs 

G.t•~t ·..ilm hnd. be-eu r-~eret.a.rJ' of tha l.ibrmans..i Confe?'Cnce of' 1053 

t.<i t..he Aflr-Qci.tttion . C. '-f,pf41'i·"1) The E:<eout1w :Bc»-.rd not onl:y' ao

(.:8!;}ted. t.'1~ gift t>u.t ru-1.~ G, et:rar~ -prascnta:t;ion of t."!.c: ar~nt that 

1-.JA beadq,iarters voui,1 be s. much more appropri!:'.te rapositor.; for t'he 

11a'i,?P..ra tha."l t .. hb libl'i.\1"1 es A;rtlntt Hast1n$S hr.d w,tggeat.ed as ol:t:.e.ma .. 

ti.ves. t tf J f'~~OJ 1.hls tiW¥ ~ep;("esetrli the genes.i.11 al the &rchivn.l 

1d.e~ et AJA. 
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In l.921, Curl 1111.em ha.cl become executive secretary and be &bowed. 

upec1al cQllccm fer tho Wo.r Cervieo rues. In hie ~ for that ;year 

he wrote> 0 So:ne ot tho War Service fUcs and mu.ch other War ~ce 

mntertol. which has been in otot'll6e tor several month have been moved 

to the bnaemcnt of the Newberry Library tbX'oU(';b the CO\U'tes:, of the 

librarien Md trustees or that library." [ ~-, ic~- 3o ) G. B. Utley, the 

Uewbe.rry llb~.r1an, bn.d p:rcceded Milc.m n.t ALA. 'l'his is tho first 

rnte:r«1ce to special ator~ required t01: older histcxrical. :-ecardi!" 

It may be noted that in nei the:r the eace or tho G1~ant papers nor the 

var i"Ue& wo tho routme and ecntinufna bu&inese ot AJA involved. 

'l'hn Grant papers concerned histOl'Y' as.de DlP .comoono el$e. 'l'hc wo.r 

pervice recOJ'do CQrt.ecmcd the effortn to au~ books to American 

®mce 1:cn at hcne and abroad dU:rins the Great Ue.r so recently coo-

F.rOQ 1924 to l.946, Milam returned to the $~bject of orchtws 

i'r(0 time to the. He vas mainJ¥ interested in a. ~adquerterp llbro.17 

that 'WOUl.4 JServe tu1 l'"..n 1ttfo.rmn.tion center in keeping utth 0 the pur-
e" J f'· 3S1.J 

po::.es .acd prenent e.ctivitien ,or the Assoeiation. " Hovever, by 1921. 

the libro.rio.n wae respapnibl.e for the ~orreESpOndl:mc.e files, and Miea 

Gla~s Ens).ioh,. holding that po.:)i tion, ~do refel"enccs ta her wort 
n CTJ 
'\,ltb the files 1n the ?Jowbcrry basement. "t1 In 194o., ru.eo Harriette 

Gr.ecne, libral!'ian vrote in her onnual report, nMatcnal.a of bistoricol 

value rcg3.~ tlle devcl~nt of l.ibrtU"ies, e:;;pecicll.y in the United 

St3tos a..11d Cnnade., and rel.a.ting to the o.etivities. of' the Assoc1a.ticn 

tlu.at be pro3~d." [ <{, p->'13] To tho.t end, a WPA uorker wao aaaisned 

to thG i'Ues fran t-ir.:, 1939 to Mey l9t0. Collccticns or records 1'%'QC1 

the outside -wore added to the files frcn title to title, end in 1$)43 



J.SiB$ Gre<?ne repot-tcd tbAt 11Prese:rvation of the AlJ\. ~-cbiveo an4 his

tor-leal material is a part or the work ot tho library,. 0 
[ r] 

~ cow to tbe McCortd.ck mans.ion in 1946 J:>.rompted the 

Executive Board to a. formal cous.tderat1on of' tbc o::cbivea probler.i. 

Carl. Hilm-1 advised the board that it \l'6S not possible to store 

archi nJ. mterilll in the heo.dqwn-ters llbrecy end a~ated that 

copies ot .sten.ogro.phio reports be ottered to the 1ibrary achoolrs at 

either the University ot Chicago or Colu.obia Universiey,,. Neither 

school.JJ htlWever.- w~a interemd. .,lt 'W'aB then W'l'ED that the 

Freaident cf the ALA be empowered to appoint e. cO!llll1 ttec ta study 

the ,,rl1qle queatiM at the eon!lorutian end pretror-Ja.ttao. of AJA 

archive# as iUSeeated br-J t-he Rr.eeuti ve Secrt!taty. 'l'ht1 question 

of caiicrv"lt.ticn t:Ulti prezervution of the ar-cbiw" of the Diviaions 

should ~Gr.> be included 1n the "1t\ldy of' the divinto:ul so &et.d.:re .. 0 

'l'he Ccm.ntt~c tods itt: dutioa eeriously, lt ao,nt out letters 

requeati?JG cpinio..'iti, met in ser1oua deliberation, and rE).Udered e 

oomprehc~eiw .report in 19li9.. lts de:finition « archiVAl materiel• 

ha= been mentioned♦ Other reccnnemlations of the Canmi tte~ can be • 

1$utl.'!Or1zed c.s follmw: (l) 1.'he ALA ho®e tho archives of the Ascoc1-

at.rcm, Div.laio:u,, Bo~s, :Round Tables, end Ca.'!t!itteeo; (2) the AJA 

he~~rll lib~ cervo fl.S the depOS1tQ.t7; {3) tho archives be open 

tr., ccrious otudcmtn, "''ith the re~ervation th:.lt conf'identioJ. records 

require the s.~o•."CJ. o!' the cb!.ei' officer of' tho tlele~.nt body; ( 4) 

thut limited service be offered; (5) toot eac.'l\ ~P supplyins record$ 

te res~;.d.ble '!oo.· it~ <Ml weediaSJ ( 6) that each such group appoint 

a eaumitt~~ on a;x•cllives or d~ait,<ru1te e. eped.e.l mctiber to assume the 

~spcns1bil1ty; (7) t.b.tlt an archival. canuulta.nt bo empl01ed to surwy 

6 
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the records; (8) that ALA fUm1ab the necesaa.ey equipment; (9) that 

the hee.dqU&rters llbre.ri-an send out 1nst:ruct1on sheets each year 

requesting the torwa.rding of records; (10) that the Executive Director 

tormul.o.te poJ.ic1es; and (U) thet the executive sud'! aasist in 

f'Ol'mul&.t.ing policiea. [ '-.] 

By accept-in& the report of 1949, ALA recosni,zed the reaponai

billty for keeping ita e:rcbiws, designated the headquarters library 

as the place of depoEiit, and made the bead.quarters librarian re

sponaiblo tar maintenance end llm1 ted service. Sin.ce 1949, the 

responsibility f'or archiwo h s subjected the head.quarters librarians 

to the naooinz voice of oo unre&sonnble fions~ience. In September 

1955, a report to the Exeeutiw l3oard on an anlM"ged program focr 

the Headquarters Library discussed the Archives,. 

'rhe Archives ot ALA are also 1n deplorable condition. The 

American Library Association bas a rieh hieto1"1, but it will 

not he.-ve any way of locating the matel"ie-l. it eometbing is not 

done soon about its archival. collection, mu.ch of which is at 

present rottitl8 away from dust, c1rt, and beo.t in the basement 
storage rO<lll in which it is housed mostly in cm•tons. with the 

pro.cent sta.f't' the library cannot take on tbiu organization 
problem. in .apite of the press!lre evidenced fran tbe various 
Div:tsions eorl C~ttees who l\1.Sh to deposit their archives 

at ALA Headquarters. C. Cf :J 
Under such c1rcumstenees. it wa.i prob.ably too mucn to expect the 

librarian to soll~it cha1?'Ulen1 prea1dents1 and other responsible 

person«. to forward pa.porn each year as rec<:Dritmd.ed 1n the 1949 

report. But tb1s is not to !!.ay the l1bi:-ar1ant forgot the respond ... 

bil1ty .. In 1956, Miss Helen Geer roportcd on the ptzysical. daterl ... 

oration o~ the materiels. [ IO J In 1966• Miss Ru.th White 



drc.ft~d. pro;,ocal for o~&ani~ing the archi,.,,.es. l.al She c Ued. 

attc."1tion to the ne&l,ect or the 1949 recamnendlltions. In viev of 

the caning centennial ot ALA, she propose~~ two.to-three year 

project to ee~ the records in order. This propo al pr<>b bly led 

to the aw-vey by an c.rchival consultant in 196 - ate~ th t had been 

rccar.mended in the 1949 report. 

In 1969, the pres~nt librarian, Mrs. Plo n D. Coltou, first 

followad the recc:nttend&t.ion t:i.ade tventy rears earlier to send out 

lcttcro to reaponaiblo inttlviduale requesting the crwa ding of 

per,. The letters ware nccan1)mlied by the list of instructions 

ht the, coomi!ttec :f'orcul.:ltcd. Theae deslgnated tif't~en type• o!: 

matcri 1 to be presorved, a1x type• to d.iacard, and presented nine 

well ox·<lered atep of procedure in sorting, weeding, and reparins 

record.8, concluding with the instruction to 118end expresa collect 

to Headqunrters Librnry •••• " Thi• list of instruction& serves 

ell a1 a SU,ide to -policy and. procedure, althouah two interested 

bodies, The Public Library Dividon in 1953 and the American Asso

ciation of School Librarians 1n 1966, formulated their own guidelines . 

The historical recor~ ot Af.A today ere l.ocateo. in different 

section11 of AtA Ite& ua.rters. Sane 01' the oldec:;t rw.teriol. ia kept 

in a. sd'c t; lleadquartera. Minutna of the Exec:ut1vc Board and the 

trnnacripta of Council meetings are kept in the Boru-d ROQrl. Papers 

remain in var1oua secretaries' offices for an indeterminate lenath 

of time. They may go f'roo there to centre.! files; but the practice 

vs.ries !'ran of ice to oftice. The o!'ficial ALA files in the Head

quarters Librar-J contain committee reports of the ast ten or fifteen 

year a. The bulk of the records are stored in the orth Pier Terminal. 

8 
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We.rehouse Qt 431 East Illinois Street. They were moved there :from 

headqum-tors building 1n December 1965 when tbo need for a st&.,,.~ 

lounge 1>re.-empted the storage spaee allotted t-o erchivea. 

The Headquarters Librarian is the ltcy to the location o-r 

veri.ous materials. She bas a general understanding of the kinda of 

thi.nga that are stored in different locations. From requests she 

receives for infomation, as she finds the t1me ahe baa been buildina 

up e. card file of archi vea locations. By the nature of things, a 

large aha.re or the request• rt:quire a search for new answers. !this 

increases the ticJ.e required for Ntsponse. Any extended inquiries 

will requin the 1nve8tigator to viait ALA archives. The follo-.,ing 

sU!l'.lmary inventory will sive some tde~ of the kinds of material 

available and the methods o.f search required. 

A SUM .. •lARY Iu-vE!."'l'ORY 

It would be very d(!.d1•able to be able to im,.ke a c0oent state

ment of what the ALA Archives contain. It io not poasible to do so, 

hcnrever • in 8l'.ey' more u~an the broadest outlines bece.u:,e of the dis,.. 

<:u:ganiza·tio.:l or the wole. In some particular instances persouf,} 

intereatet\ in one aspect or another of the collections hAve done 

saoo organizing or then-. (e.e., the MLS files and the S. Ha.stings 

Grant papers). Bu.t the remainder, especially tho.ae in the ::rorth Pier 

'lerclnal wrellouae, al"'e in ~ taaGaive dis&.:tra.y. ~he background of 

this bas been diuu.ssed in the historical. account. 

The ~\.Ilk. of material.a a.re located at the north .Pier Terminal. 

Wiu-ehouse. In gross measUJ"efl.ients the ll!at-eri.als can be analyzed in 

various weye. They m.--e conta.ined in a.pproximetelf 96 standard three 
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foot shelves, nore than 300 filing cabinet drawers (inoludir.ig some 

that are made of ca.rd.bOt"..rd) and m.ore than 100 other boxes of various 

sizes in an area. of app:roxima.tely 1200 square feet (ca. 90'Y..l4'). 

They include correspondence in both file folders e.nd bound in book 

fo:rm, mimeographed and otherwise duplicated reports, minutes, etc., 

statistical. collections, printed publications of various sorts, 

fine.nciel materials that include ledger bocks and vouehe1~ records, 

library conference memorabilia, sera-p-books, f!.ccount .ledgers, e.nd 

other m.1seellarteoua items. They cover the whole history of the ALA 

but withe. great deal of val'iation .. There are compar&tively few 

ma.terials before 1909, a great deal for the period of' the American 

involvement in World War I; fewer for tbe l920's and early 193o•s, 

and then an ever incrensing bulk from the le.te l930's to about 1965. 

i1aterials :more recent tene to be ke~t at the various offices 1n the 

headquarters building. 

In giving even a general inventory it should be noted. that 

it is possible neither to pinpoint in the ALA organi?.ational struc• 

ture 'hi'lere all of' the ma.teriaJ.s belang nor to locate easily all 

materials fox any one anpect of ALA organizational history. Besides 

the problem. of detemining the correct antecedents of e:ny ~articular 

division, there u-e simply too IJlDJlY dra~-ers and boxes with wrong 

lti.bels ruid sar.1etim:;t.i badly mixed groups of folder!.::. Until the 

Archives are finally orca..~izoe, any inventory mu.st of necessity 

be only a general survey. A person d.esiri!.1g to use the Archives 

may oe able to find a. single very specific item if be has the good 

:f.'ortu."le tho.t the 11:::r:'lrian has aJ.reacy happened on the correct lo

cation. If', however, enc is looking foi~ a whole aeries of materials, 

the only alternative is to persaially go through all of the materials 



folder O'J t'oldc:-. Th · is no other 11ure \my. 

erl.nls in a general 

wo::, a not far an c :act :ice tinr; n."ld aw.do, but i."l ~dci.· to rel te 

con:= :7 the d.nd.a or mtcrinls that ro·o -.rniJ,o.ble . t io hoped 

I. Matcrl a f t~ Lonccat --.nee 
• ALA Ex.ocutivo d ti.nut g . June 2..lt cember, 1906; 

15, 1907, Sci)tember_. 1909-., ~ (Bound) 
(191 194 oJ. o en crot'Um) 

2. ALI, Counl.!il li.nut s an<l Tran cripts . 1909-1946, 1948-1953. 
(B-7.md.) 0th,...· ye -~z., cinc1,;; l.950, £ "'ttci·~d tw.-o· .?ut. 

• Finanei records 

• Tro mtr r led_ze1· , 1876-1949 ( va.rtoUJ3 typos) . 

ll 

• el)(:rt m Au'.l.it o!' Acco .tr:, lSU. 1961. 8v. ( · d) 
c. i'rea.sw." r •a ports und buds ts, l~n.-1962. 29v. (Bounc.) 
d. 15.t~-ct "t.-or~:.ns p~ruJ en. 95~-65 • 

• Voucher I cane llec1 cbecks, etc. (C • 4o cm-tons, a:d 
perhapo _o filiDG C!lbineta. ) 

4. -!cobersh.tp rcc:or 

a. Le rs of ~er hi dueoJ l&'.32-1898. 
b . Attc.11~ee reeister, 18':'.X)-1919• 3V. ( B ou:1d} 
c. 'ienber.,.hip Did. :r.m . t .l"ia.l.s. llv. (Dound) 

5. Conference ll'l:lterials 

a.. l 76 Ser p,,-1>0-Jk. (8e Edw. a. Holley, 0)--.J.?lf? the, !{iotoric 
Co:l.1 , ~ :A .L.A. Sc.1.· p~ of' 1 f7].. U:rban1i: Bet l'iiI 
~.i, - '7,.) 

b. t>rog;: , i:\elttll"eblli , :1876-l~ (" cl . ~l'"J'r.lnZem<;n't.G 
corrcvponfcnoo, l .,2-1957) G.'ld :ph.,to.:;rapha, cr';c • ., 1886 

c. 50th Anr.J.vcr cy Conference m :t0l'it!.l.s1 incl. ~orres. 
3v. { ll.'td) 

f!. 75th Anni r -✓ t..ert .. 1 , incl. cvn·aa. (2 tilo ~irors) 

6. A].,.\ Public::.ticnz. .-wiy ·1elvea r_i .:.iJ.'·n1tlllc!.l:"U~ It1clu s 
· • in, ~HlhM~, Bc>tJ..i..l.i t., Proc e<il,nzs, etc. 

7. AlA Ci..~ •. etttU,s, 1923- 19'".>4. ( ' feet or 'bc~d \"Olt . ) 

II. 1876-1909 
l. Hotlr1 J . CtU:T. Correapandcnce, l,,, 1901. Pre 1dent of -

AU • 1900,-0J.. Gi. ·n to FJ.J;. by ._lre. it. J. con~ at en u; -
dew:n:i1nod te, alang with a gre t de 0.1, ALA conf'e:-cnce 

rial a ot .. cr item on the Ar. ica.."1 Library lnetitate. 
Also contains or sponacnca pertnlning :to the e.ppoillt..?ent 
c,f th :?..ibl: UJl r C01l81"f!881 1899. (1~ e.rchival. boxe J 
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2. George w. Cale. Correepa>.dence. 1885-1906. treo..surer of 
AL.\, ~p·~J:;e1· 189:., - P~u.st l.S~,. Ci:vc.a to AL:\ 'oy 
Clat>Cl1ce o. ~ 1n 1943. (203 :lte:w in l archival. box) 

lll, 1909-1920 
1. 60me pl"OSicicntial papers given by Je!:leo I. Wyer in 1943. 

2. War Ser-doe ,...ecordo. ·(co. 95 bound volumes of eorrea• 
pmdence ete.,, 1916--1919; 3 b«::es Q:f ir..a:t;ertcl.s ~lttting 
to ship e.na. other ml.1ta.r., base librane,, 1.917.1920.) 

IV. 1920..1965. 

For the pct"iod before 1920 ALA records are :found mc.1nly in the 

t.:11mtca of tbe Executive Boa.rd o.n4 council end in the eu:=anea or 

ea:m.ttee and aec-t1on "W0l."k pr-inted. 1n the ALA. nuuettn end 1n the 

Librstl J~. The .only other ma.for groups of correeponuenc.o c:te 

the scattered presidential -papera and the War Service records. Attar 

l9ro the ALA beo.dquartea:s ataff began to grCN t.n $UC. As the work 

or the ALA grew ti»rc ccuplex a.'"l 1n0.l'OtlSinS number oi: cQXJ.itteeG end 

newly croateO. boo.:rd.s ~d 8 llt!lison connec.tioo between their vol

unteer ofto:rta and tbe peraa,nent headquarters start.· ,dtn ita record 

keeping co.pa.b:1lit1ec. An ea.rJ¥ eXGm'Ole of tb1s 1~ the Board of 

Education for I4.l>ro.ric.n~hi:p wose records exiat fra:l the early 1920' a. 

lt ce.n be hardly <:Oincid:ental that th1a Board 'W.lfl olno one of the 

earlie~t wl. th e.n oi'lieo ond pt\ld cecretc.ry establ.ished e.t headquarters. 

Another Und of recOl'd to be found p,reoe.i."VCd in the Ar<:hi vea 

are those mate1~1a1s assembled by- headquarters ste.ff' persomel, often 

perhaps by the library sto.ft' • for the use of sane particular ccmnittee 

or c:azmi tte.es or tor staff members. lncJ.ud.ed 1n thia categoey a.re 

groups of 3tatistical materiel.a end libraey science COUl"se offertngo. 

9.'he beat waq to aaseJ1s the coverase 1·at" thio. period would bo 

first to dctemtne the e:volvtng organizationa.l atructure of tho ALA 
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and then to urange the various materials 'Proveniently. ALA structures, 

however,. present e. ke.1.eidoscopic piCt\U'e of complexity-, Md to do su:ch 

e.. atui.t, falls outside the realm of poesibilitie:1 for thia report. How

ever, it bas been pona:t.b1-e to attempt eome tracing of CQllll1tteea, 

bouds and sectione that ton.ii a continuoua h1rstoey- for eane cf the ALA 

presently named di visions and. to indicate what well •defined materioJ.a 

a.re available. Xt is hope4 that theae plus a notation ot other pran-

1.nent cazmittee reeoi"da vUl iive acme sense of the poaaibUities of 

findins cQntinuous records in the m1<1Gt of oJ.l of the eonf'Udcn. 

A. S<ltle !)resent Divisions of ALA. 

l.. ACRt,; Evolutio:1 
Coll-Ge nn~Refercm~e Libraries Section. 1389-1938 
Bylaws eatabliehed in 1923 
R~orgenizf<.!,l ~r, l\<.:P.L in 1938 
1'Reference•1 changed to ''Research" in 1951 
kecoro.a available (lG ooxea) 

C'RL (peritJ<iiCal) con·espo."ldence with ACRL ,r .. ,.teri.o,ls included, 
1938-1945 
AC1Ut cott,)spondence tiies II l956..l962 
ACm. Grants Program corre.spcndence, 1956-1962 
Aero:. Bul"I!m Project 
ACRL Engineering School. L1bra:r1ee Sectio..~. Vortous mter18ls 

inclt,<li~ minate&• coi"'? tl~oodence, ete., 19'41-49. 
ACRL m~ coding sheets (one box) 

2. Wl'SD; Evolution · 
Cataloging Section• 1900-194() 
Canmittee on C:atQJ.oging and. Classification, 1928-,4.o 

(A merger ot previous corm:rd.ttees on cataloging ond 
on deci.tual classification) 

Division of' Cataloging and Classification, 194<)..56 
lfl:'Sl>, 1957• 

(Supersecles also Boa.rd on Aoquicitim of Library materials• 
1951-56 and Ser18ls Rowid 'lable, l 9Z9'-56) 

Reeo~ds ~yniiln~le 
Committee on Cataloging and Cl.asit:U'icati.on; Division of 

Ca:t~ogina enll Casaii"icatiotu 1'0\11" eepa.rate ~oups of 
eorreapandence~ etc. that range fr-an 1926-1956. 

RTSD: '?\lo separate groups of con-esponaence that cover 
l950-6tl. 
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3. IAD; Evolution 

1 . Committees ell Bal.Aries, end. on Schemes or Library Service; 
can~ined to tare, 

2. Board or Sal.Qr1es1 Staff & Tenuro, 1937- 44; became, 
• Board or Pr omlcl Adminiatration, 194 56. 

4. LAD, 1957-
5. t.: r..;er of BP. :md CCClld tt,..--e on UM.ns•, E uipoent, 

Federal relat1one, Friends of librariee, Insur4nce 
for llbrarieo, Library legisl tion, Public r lnticna, 
and eta.ti tics, • well a ane o"f the funct1ona of 
Boud Q"f Eduction tor L1brnrio.n hip. 

Record.a vtdleble: 
(2- 3). l'.hre boxea, U.'1Gorto , lat l930'e to ca. 1950. 
(; -4) . Fourteen filing cab1not11 dr :wera, weeded, sorted 

ani indexed; continuous cor1·esp~•dcnce 1949-1964. 
(5) Seyarate files or Friend.a ot Libraries Comnittee, 

( -. bound) en of Federal Rclati00e Catmitt Cl. 

4. 1.-r.:p > E.rol.ution 

l3onrd of' uct\tiO:'l for Librc.ne.nahip, 1924-1956 
Professional Tralning Secticn (el.so at one time, Round Tnble), 

1m,..1945. 
LED, 1946-

RecordD w.ilable: 
B.E.L. , continuous correspondence, 1924-1955. 

5. Al1XA 
T!'\13te c Section, 1890-1941 (Reorganized, 1935/6) 
Trustees Division, 1941•50 

(Merged ui th Librar,y ~tcnoion Di Vin.on and ru. visio.'l ot 
Public Libra.ries in 1950 to fO.'¥'Q Public LibrD.rieo Di v1a1on) 

::?c-cmcrced :: JJ..TA, 1961-

Records e.V!lilable: 
Correspccdcnce, etc., 1940-1965 (various) 

6. ASL (AQericcn .A.soociatian of State Libraries) 

Record.a available: 1940-1965 (various) 

7. AALS 
Recordn wilcble: FuJ.ly' orgwced, 1915-1965. 

8. AASL 
Recorda voile.ble: Various correspondence, records included • 

.mapp School Librarieo Pl-oject. 

B. Spec1tico.lly Identifiable Ccmm.ttee materials. 

Jludio-visWll, Eaitorial, Federal RegUl tion, Intellectual Fre dan, 
Li ... rGZ"'.f Extension, L1bra.ry Radio-broa.dca.Gting, Poat-War Plcnning, 

Public Rcla.tions, and Scholnrshipl and FellowsbipG. 
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c. Headqua.rtera terial"' 
Specific tcrials cm Creeit Union• General lea retired f:rom 
ctiw u e, '.11 Recor • Personnel Office ecords, Public Relatioot 

Office COffespondcnce. en Tice Stu.d;v m.!.torials. 

D. Other Specific CO.tegOl'iea 

l. lnternat1onu R~lat!.ons Boar -•lnterne.t1on Rel.ation1 Of ice. 
Continuou'" ~rrcspondence, 1937-1967 (37 file drnwe:n). 
Aleo tQOrO th8n 10 tUe dr ¥Crs or carresponden~e tran pecial. 
projects, including Ltbre.ey Cooperation with Latin America, 
Books t·or tin America, International L bra.ry in l'ar1t: 
(1920-45), Book tor China~ and Librnri a in War Areaa. 

2. Statiatical. mterinls 

a. On Public !Librarie , 19; 1944 (15 til arawer:l) 
b. On college and un1vera1ty libraries, 191 45 (8 'file dr ~rs) 

3. Library Science Courses, 1924-194(). (17 tile drawers) 
4. Appointment of th Libraria.t ~f Cangross, 1937-=> • 

Correepa1~; 3v. (bound). 

5. I'lationol Defense FU.es, w.w.11. (U file drawer ) 

6. Ax:lcric~ ..,.:1bra.ry Institute matcrl.el:s. Accounts lecJaer it in 
tho Carr correspondence. Scrapbook.a. O"ioher m&.teriul.a in 
l rue drawer. 

7. Cax gte COl'.PC-1' tian Grants. Corrc::,pon c , 1915-1941 
(3 file ~ r ) 

8. Seth • tings Grant end c. J. Uorton. Corre&p0n ence. 
Grant WttS secretary o~~ tba Librar1Ms Ccm.terence in nYC in 
1853. l:)crapboolt, 56 itemo. (A:rcrdval boxes, 598 items) 

9. Librar.r Cara:.,,mity Project , 1950.(,0. (6 tile <t-nwcrs) 

'l'bia ~ inwntory 1a not ot couree to be COAeidered o.t all 

canpl.ete. Lilteviel? the tea are not to be to:ten a the final -wo:-i1. 

It simpl.y presento th lnraeGt ond most well defined croups ot mnterials. 

There remain, howover C!ll'\Y other materi&l.s with~ tlie vcgueet in

dicc.tion of their content&. More than 34 t"'.iling dl: ~ th t can only 

be described nn mscellaneous, cover ccm:u.ttee corr &pandence, l:Jinute , 

and other types cf' J:!3.terial.s. 
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VALUES FOR HISZ<mICAL RESEARCH 

As the •~ inventory euggoets1 th vtiJ; ot tho ALA ardlives 

to which they CM legitimately upire) are =>st 

u f'ul far an in stigation of the orcaniz t1on end development ot tho 

American Librar;y A soei ti.on end 1ta wrloua diviaiona, ccmnittees, 

nnd round tables. 'l'he e records are moat voluminouD for tbe past thirty 

ycera, but the lfl.ck or organuatton z:uikea it difficult to judge their 

CCl!ll)leteneea. In ffltion, becauao moat of the gro t figures 1n li• 

bre.rio.nship haw Al o been o.ct1ve :tn the afN.ra of AYl.1 the nrchivea 

1nclude a val.un.bl. otoro or porscnal information about uch people. 

~. 1na$mllch as tho Aasociatton hu been involved 1n the develop

ment o-r 1dcaa 1n the settina ot libraries, thcs records are valuable 

eoureec tor intcll.cc~ en soci h1ctory. 

The valueo at the recorda would be eahcncod by greater care 

and orcwzat1m. Ono po:-sa1bU1 ty would be to dewlap a tuU. blown 

erchiwa alexlS witb the requisite staff and phycical. fac:ilitie1 as 

US5ested by tundon in 1968. Tbe IJA, llk1:t mn;y othc?r important 

orge,nize.t1ans, focuses attention cm current projects and prog:rom.a. 

'l'ho .. e strain its r eourca to the ubnost. It is probably not reason

bl to expect the Associo.tion. to devote as large sbue or its 

sourcao to the ctutt, or its hiatortJ a a f'ully velopcd archives 

would Mquire. 

Another poscibility would be to 'Pl,aco tho nrch1ves. 11· po nible, 

in university or hiotcn•ical 1ociet-.{. Carl t,llltlm do acme tc.n~tive 

cove• to.mrd the.t thirty ycor, ago. In 1970 o. majo university 

n bid tor th G.l'Cbi , but the Asaoc1ation not at1etied that 

the trunafer vould leave headquarters with dequnte acceee to or 



control. of tho reeo1"da. Un.tversitiem are short of i'undSa too, and 

.Ga:lO at least would requit"e e. subs:l~ to min:tain ALA arcbivoo 1n 

cueh n state ot ~let.eneao and ready access as would be desirable., 

A third cl:tex-ne.tive has been cuggestod by Feggy Sullivan 
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ullO bas made extend w seo.rcncs 1n the erchi ves to oupport her stuef¥ 

of Carl Mu.am.. She has ,111.tten the president ot AJ..A. proposing the 

employment ot a "thousbtrul, literate, but ru.tblcr:;s • , • librarian 

t.ilo t."OUl.4 weed tbc eoUocttcn so that its tme sto.tu.s mq bo de

temi.ne-4 .. ,. It 10 her opinion, based on inspect101~, that wedixl3 

w~d ereatly reduce the bul.k ot the collection t'.nd render sensible 

O:-&@ization caoic't'. Su.eh evidence of in-creesed organization t.nd 

care t.tisht lure DOrC ~ern1 now scattered a.mong forcer o:t'ficers, 

into the collectic:1., lletter care ancl O..'l'."gwd~e.tion. C;Dd better quality 

ot rccordz s:d.gbt induce approprlate biotorical insti tutiona to ooow 

=ro 1:ntercst 1n tha collection. rus !.& pei•bnps the moot feasible 

proposal o.t tb:ts time,. and l'. tbinlt it deserves ou.r support 11 ea

l){?Cial.ls' if' we ®e tho '-"Ol"d 111:f.ten.te n to signify a Geruie oi* balance 

and style. 



REFERENCES 

l. ALA CO!r.!ld ttee on Arc bi vol and Library l~tcriale. "M1m1tea of 
Meeting with Repr·escntatives of Divisi~,s, June 17,, 1948." 
Alao su; ry in ALA Bulletin, 42 (Octob r 15, 1948), 437 • 

2. • "Final Report to the Executiv Boo.rd, September 23, 1949." ----
3. Ken Mund,gn. 'Archive• or the American Library Aaaociatia:i." 

Mem-::n-and:um to David H. Clif4 ... , Februa:ry 2, 196S. 

4. "Report of the E.-xecuti ve Boe.rll, ·• Bulletin of tho Amc:dcan L1brlll"J 
Aesocintio~, (l9lO), 67B-8o. 

"The ALA--1921, 11 Bulletin of th. Ar.erican Iibre.rg· A:,sooiation, 
l.6 (Ja.."luary, i922),-~l',..36. I ! > 

6. Carl Milam, ''Secrotvy's Repo.rt," ~ulletin .. of the Ar:teriet:n Librw 
Associatio.~, 20 (1926), :4E. 5d. 

7. Librarian• s Monthly Ropvrt," ~ch, 192'1. 

8. Rattiette L. Gree .a, nueadquar!.ert Libr ✓," ALA Eulletin, 37 
(Octo er l5, 1943), 390. 

:istatement for an Enlo.rged Fx·ogram. for the 7lc qu:irtera Libro.ry,'' 
(Jww and $epte:.tber, 1955). 

10. ALA ~xeeutive 'Board, "Minutes, October 11, l~. •• 

ll. • len Geer, Letter to David Cl1.ft, '1 July l3t 1956. 

12. Ruth White, 'Pr oseJ. for Organizing ALA Archi •1f!s, '' Mcmoranduo 
to Al'Dhonoe Trezza, llo.-cmber 11, l966. 




