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Reference into the American Library Association’s World War One War Service benefits from beginning 

with Arthur P. Young’s Books for Sammies: the American Library Association and World War I. Today in 

2017, Dr. Young’s 1981 book is still “the definitive study” just as Dr. Wayne A. Wiegand wrote in the 

forward. 

The book’s two appendices and index provide many citations for documents available at the ALA 

Archives and beyond. The first appendix lists the names, locations and librarians of major army and navy 

camp libraries from 1917 until 1919. The second appendix lists books and pamphlets banned by the War 

Department. Before the appendix, “A Brief Essay on Sources” is included to guide readers through the 

lengthy references section. 

Dr. Young recommended five classifications of different categories of A.L.A. War Service sources: 

contemporary literature; reminiscences after the war; primary source materials; publications by 

historians of librarianship; scholarly monographs and articles on the war and its aftermath. 

Cynthia S. Faries’ “Just Send Us Some Books”: Library Service to American Soldiers in World War I 

expands Dr. Young’s work to include journal, magazine, and newspaper publications. 

Not all available War Service sources are included in Books for Sammies and Just Send Us Some Books, 

and this bibliography complements Dr. Young’s and Ms. Faries’ work. In the following bibliography, 

contemporary literature will include newspaper articles and publications by historians of librarianship 

will include scholarly articles and monographs. 

  



Contemporary Literature about World War One A.L.A. War Service 
Some of these citations were located with the use of Library and Information Technology Abstract 

(LITA), with additional searches in EBSCO. 

Articles with Direct Reference to War Service 
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"BOOKS FOR THE SOLDIERS." Bankers’ Magazine 96, No. 6 (1918): 2-i2. 
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Mawson, C.O.S. “Uncle Sam: Librarian.” The Bookman; a Review of Books and Life, October 1918, 220-

227. 
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"Article 5 -- no Title." The Dial; a Semi - Monthly Journal of Literary Criticism, Discussion, and 

Information. Vol. LXV, No. 776 (1918): 369. 
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Newspapers 
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"NEED FUNDS FOR CAMP LIBRARIES." Courier-Journal, August 19, 1917.  
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Outlook (New York) 

"What Do The Soldiers Read?" Outlook, January 16, 1918, 82. 

“The Book and the Soldier.” Outlook, April 3, 1918, 548-550. 

Moore, H.H. “Wanted—A Book for Every Many ‘Over There’.” Outlook, October 16, 1918, 250-251. 

 “The A.L.A. for the A.E.F.” Outlook, April 30, 1919, 733. 

St. Louis Dispatch 

"The War Library Books." St. Louis Post - Dispatch, August 9, 1919. 

The Sun 

"VOLUNTEER WORK SUPPLIES BOOKS FOR OUR SOLDIERS." The Sun, March 17, 1918. 

Washington Post 

1917 
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Mifflin Company, 1919. 
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Malone, Cheryl Knott. "Autonomy and Accommodation: Houston's Colored Carnegie Library, 1907-

1922." Libraries & Culture Vol. 34, No. 2 (1999): 95-112. http://www.jstor.org/stable/25548712. 
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