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History, Philosophy, and Newspaper Library
African American Research Center
Annual Report FY2023


I             Unit Narrative


1. Major activities and accomplishments of the unit in FY23 (July 1, 2022 to June 30, 2023)

Highlights of the year include:

· With the Preservation Department, we launched a National Digital Newspaper Program (NDNP) grant ($299,977, awarded September 1, 2022). The grant will be used to digitize 100,000 pages of historic Illinois newspapers from under-represented geographic areas and demographic groups. In FY23, we recruited and hired a Visiting Academic Professional, Jessie Knoles, to serve as Project Manager. We also recruited a new Advisory Board. With Jessie and the Advisory Board, we developed a proposal process to solicit newspaper title nominations from other Illinois libraries and cultural heritage repositories. 

· [bookmark: _Hlk112159144]African American Studies Librarian Courtney Becks (with support from HPNL and other library colleagues) organized and hosted “The Blaxtravaganza: A Celebration of Black Futures,” March 2-8, 2023, a series of events highlighting “the research, creativity, and brilliance of Black professors on the University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign campus.” The event included speakers from Art and Design, English, Dance, and Theatre, and concluded with an innovative “DJs N the Library” celebration held in the Music and Performing Arts Library. 

· We advocated for, recruited, interviewed, and hired a Senior Library Specialist, Michelle Self-Ballard. The addition of Michelle to our staff also allowed us to return to our pre-Covid opening hours.

· We brought eight researchers (see below for details) to the Library with the Library Research Travel Grant, a donor-funded program initiated in 2018 by HPNL Head Celestina Savonius-Wroth and colleagues in the Department of History, intended to provide funding for researchers who wish to consult any collection held by the Library. With a review committee consisting of Celestina, Steve Witt (IAS), Joanne Kaczmarek (University Archives), and a faculty member from the Department of History, we revised and circulated the call for applications, reviewed applications, and selected award recipients. 

· We made strategic additions to the library’s collections. Major acquisitions this year included two digitized minority-serving historical newspapers (the Louisville Defender, 1951-2010, and the American Israelite, 1854-2000) and two digitized primary source collections for gender history: Queer Pasts and Women and Social Movements: Development and the Global South, 1919–2019.
  
2. Major challenges faced by the unit during the period: 
· During Fall semester 2022 we were extremely short-staffed, especially at our public service desk, due to unpredictable and unavoidable circumstances. We were able to serve our users well thanks to the hard work and dedication of HPNL staff.

3. Contributions to Library-wide programs:
 
· Reference, research consultations, and other information services:

· HPNL faculty, staff, and student employees provided robust reference and research support to students and faculty in the departments and programs that HPNL supports, as well as researchers in many other disciplines who use our collections and rely on our expertise.
· Rebecca contributed regular hours to staffing of the main Information Desk.
· Celestina, Courtney, HPNL Academic Professional staff member Geoffrey Ross, and Graduate Assistant Rebecca Stover provided individualized research consultations for faculty, students, and visiting researchers.
· Under Geoffrey’s direction, HPNL continued to develop the Newspaper Database and the Illinois Newspaper Directory, newspaper finding aids that are valued by researchers across the state and the country. 

· Instruction, liaison, outreach/engagement:
· Celestina, Courtney, Geoffrey, and Rebecca provided library instruction, and created course-specific research guides, for undergraduate courses in History, African American Studies, Religious Studies, and Philosophy.
· We also created and maintained topical research guides in our subject areas. New guides included Food Studies; tracing microform assets (intended for librarians); and additions to our newspaper guides. We made significant updates to guides such as our American Indian Studies Guide, our Shelf-browsing Guide, and our Genealogy Guide (in progress).
· Celestina worked with two faculty members in the Department of History to co-teach and fine-tune a research-skills intensive version of the required gateway course for History majors, HIST 200.
· Rebecca met with discussion sections of a large 100-level Religious Studies course to provide library instruction.
· Celestina introduced new graduate students in History and Religious Studies to the Library:
· Met with new graduate students in History and Religious Studies during Orientation.
· Organized library session for Department of History’s Graduate Proseminar (required for all new graduate students): invited colleagues with relevant subject expertise to participate and served as main presenter.
· Participated in an event for admitted graduate students in History.
· Celestina and Courtney served as the Library’s liaisons to African American Studies and Jewish Studies (Courtney), History, Philosophy, and Religious Studies (Celestina). 
· Activities included attending orientation and other departmental events, meeting with department chairs, directors of undergraduate and graduate studies, library liaisons and departmental Library Committees, meeting candidates for faculty positions and prospective graduate students, discussing library acquisitions with faculty and students, and maintaining regular contact with our departments and programs, keeping faculty and students abreast of new collections and services, and soliciting their input on library matters.
· Celestina, as affiliate faculty, attended departmental meetings in History; participated in the Department of History’s Pre-modern Reading Group.
· Geoffrey participated in the Library’s Doctoral Research Support Program, including helping to lead interdisciplinary workshops, organizing networking events, and meeting with doctoral students. 
· Celestina administered the Library Research Travel Grant and chaired the selection committee. We funded visits from 7 researchers in FY23:
· Professor Maria Cristina Galmarini, William & Mary, July 24 -August 17, 2022. Research for project “Tactile Maps, Blind People, and the Circulation of Socialist Geographic Knowledge in Cold War Europe.” Professor Galmarini is an alumna of the University of Illinois.
· David Owen, PhD candidate, Near Eastern Languages and Civilizations, Harvard University. August 8-19, 2022. Consulted Mauritanian and Malian Arabic manuscripts in the Charles Stewart Papers, University Archives, for an edition of a 17th-century Arabic-language treatise on logic by a Mauritanian woman, Ghadı̄ja Bint al-‘Aqil al Daymānı̄ya). David also gave a talk for the Center for African Studies based on his research.
· Professor Chad Seifried, L.M. "Pat" and Mildred Harrison Endowed Professor of Sport Management, Louisiana State University. November 2022. Consulted collections in the University Archives for research on “The Modernization of Major College Football and Stadia at the University of Illinois.” 
· Professor Brian C. Gregory, Assistant Professor, Department of Communication Arts, St. Francis College. January 2023. Consulted collections in the University Archives; research for book Listening, Sound Technologies, and the Battle for an Educated Democracy, 1900-1956, forthcoming from Massachusetts Institute of Technology Press.
· Dr. Leonor Riesco, Director, Graduate Diploma in Digital Humanities, Universidad Finis Terrae, Santiago, Chile. February 19-23, 2023. Consulted materials in Illinois History and Lincoln Collections and History, Philosophy, and Newspaper Library; met with colleagues with digital humanities expertise. Project: “From Illinois to the land of the Andes. The adventures of Jack Rankin in South America (1855-1862),” a digital scholarly edition of a 19th-century manuscript travel account. 
· Professor John Uggen, Professor Emeritus, Spanish and Latin American Studies, Willamette University. March 29-April 7, 2023. Consulted International and Area Studies collections. Project: “Tenencia de la Tierra y Expansión Urbana:  El Caso de la Ciudadela Mariscal Sucre”(Land Ownership and Urban Expansion:  A Case Study of the Mariscal Sucre District).
· Gabriela Marta Marques de Oliveira, doctoral student in History, Federal University of Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, June 20-July 2, 2023 to consult materials in the University Archives and International and Area Studies collections. Project: research for PhD dissertation, “Sports life at the dawn of the Republic: modernity, race, and eugenics in São Paulo and Recife (1910-1937).”

· Digital content creation:
· With Will Schlaack from Preservation Services, Celestina, and Geoffrey launched the 2022-2024 National Digital Newspaper Program newspaper digitization grant to digitize another 100,000 pages of historic Illinois newspapers (see above). 

· Collection development:  
· Built the Library’s collections in the areas of African American Studies, History, Philosophy, historical newspapers, Religious Studies, History of Science, and Jewish Studies. 
· Managed a total collections budget of nearly $600,000 (in addition to four approval plan funds). 

· Collection management:
· We continued to process microforms collections: enhancing catalog records for microfiche items and rehousing both microfiche and microfilm in acid-free envelopes and boxes. We are currently processing microforms materials received from other library units, including International and Area Studies, Math, Ricker, SSHEL, and most recently, the Map Library.

· Diversity 
· African American Studies Librarian Courtney Becks organized and hosted “The Blaxtravaganza: A Celebration of Black Futures,” March 2-8, 2023, a series of events highlighting “the research, creativity, and brilliance of Black professors on the University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign campus.” Speakers included David Wright Faladé (English), Alexandra Barbier (Dance), Nekita Thomas (School of Art and Design), and Reiko Huffman (Theatre). The event concluded with an innovative “DJs N the Library” celebration, featuring bla(CK)mau, held in the Music and Performing Arts Library. 
· Celestina, Rebecca, and Geoffrey began reviewing religion and philosophy acquisitions with an eye to applying DEIA principles more consistently and methodically.

· Public engagement 
· Our current newspaper digitization grant is highly visible outreach activity, helping to demonstrate the value of University of Illinois programs to the citizens of the state.
· The Blaxtravaganza was promoted to the wider community and attracted attendees from outside the university.

· Library service
· Celestina chaired a search committee for the Digital Humanities Librarian and served on the search committees for a Senior Library Specialist (HPNL) and the grant-funded Visiting Academic Professional Newspaper Content Coordinator.
· Celestina also served on the University Senate Committee on Honorary Degrees, and the Library’s Collection Development Committee and Wellness Committee.
· Courtney served on the Mortenson Center Advisory Committee, the Nominations, Elections, and Voting Procedures (NEVP) Committee, the Outreach and Engagement Committee, and the Marketing Committee.
· Geoffrey served on the Library Assessment Committee and the Doctoral Research Support Program.  

4. Review of progress made on Unit Annual Goals for FY22 (as enumerated in the FY20 Unit Annual Report)

· Accomplished: Advocate for, and if permitted, hire, a civil service position (preferably a Senior Library Specialist) to replace Sarah Bial, who leaves the Library in August 2022. 
· Accomplished: return to pre-COVID opening hours.
· Accomplished: Launch 2022-2024 National Digital Newspaper Grant with Preservation: hire Project Manager and/or graduate assistant(s), work with Advisory Board to develop proposal process, reach out to other Illinois libraries and cultural heritage repositories.
· Accomplished/Ongoing: Conditions permitting, continue to rebuild sense of community in HPNL’s physical space.
· Accomplished: increase interest in and circulation of new books by displaying more new books and creating short reviews for “staff picks.”
· Ongoing: Use a gift received through Advancement’s “Library is looking for” initiative, earmarked for study carrels, to update the furniture/look and feel of user space. 
· Accomplished/Ongoing: Work with Main Library and Undergraduate Library colleagues to develop vision for Main Library spaces in light of the Library Building Plan. (SD3)
· Ongoing: Continue review of circulating collection and assess appropriate balance of print and electronic formats. 

5. Unit Annual Goals for FY23. 
· Advocate for two faculty hires: an African American Studies librarian and a Jewish Studies librarian.

· Continue our work on the National Digital Newspaper Program grant: work with our Advisory Board to select newspaper titles to be digitized; work with nominators of selected titles to plan outreach and engagement activities.

· Continue to rebuild sense of community in HPNL’s physical space.
· Work with Library Facilities to choose, order, and install study carrels.
· Host one or more events in our space, related to African American Studies, Religious Studies, and/or genealogy, local history, and newspapers.

· Create promotional item(s) such as bookmarks to advertise our unit’s services and collections.

· Work with Department of African American Studies, Bruce Nesbitt African American Cultural Center, and library colleagues to agree on a new name for the Library’s African American Research Center that is consistent with University naming conventions. Curate African American Studies collections and provide excellent library services with existing personnel until we are able to fill the vacant African American Studies librarian position.

· Create new instructional materials such as PowerPoint slide decks to support teaching library research skills to History majors.


6. Graduate Assistants

· Rebecca Stover (Graduate Assistant, .25 FTE, August 15, 2021- present, funded on state funds). Rebecca’s contributions in FY23 included:

· Participating in the unit’s instructional work, including developing teaching strategies for large lecture courses.
· Contributing to staffing unit’s public service point, and to training, supervising, and mentoring undergraduate student employees.
· Providing reference coverage at the main Information Hub.
· Social media outreach for HPNL/AARC. 
· Contributing “staff favorites” mini-reviews to new books display.
· Revising and updating research guides and instructional materials on the unit’s web site.
· Collection development for Religious Studies (especially East Asian Religions) and popular history. 

7. Unit Needs
· African American Studies librarian
· African American Studies librarian Courtney Becks resigned from the University in August 2023.
· HPNL is currently covering library services and collection development for African American Studies without an African American Studies librarian.
· Jewish Studies librarian
· Courtney’s subject responsibilities included Jewish Studies. Celestina is currently covering Jewish Studies, but the Program in Jewish Culture and Society is expanding, and HPNL has started the process of requesting a new faculty position in the library to better support Jewish Studies.
· Increased hourly wage budget to ensure consistent staffing at our public service desk.


II	Statistical Profile


1. Facilities

· Number of hours open to the public per week:
· Summer II 2022: 40 hours/week
· Fall 2022: 52 hours/week 
· Spring 2023: 52 hours/week 
· Summer I 2023: 40 hours/week

2. Personnel

· Celestina Savonius-Wroth (Head, faculty) (1 FTE) 
· Courtney Becks (Faculty) (1 FTE)
· Geoffrey Thomas Ross (Collections and Services Specialist, Academic Professional) (1FTE)
· Kimberly Lerch (Senior Library Specialist) (.75 FTE)
· Sarah Bial (Library Specialist) (1 FTE) (Sarah resigned from her position at the University of Illinois in August, 2022)
· Rebecca Stover (Graduate assistant, see details above) (.25 FTE)

3.	User Services

· Gate Count (extrapolated from Sweeps Week data):  12,528
· Circulation: 
· Check outs: 6,342
· Renewals: 4,541
· Reference interactions (extrapolated from Sweeps Week data): 800
· Presentations (from the Instructional Statistics database)
· Number of presentations to groups: 23
· Number of participants in group presentations: 437

   4.  Other statistics 

· New acquisitions added to the Library’s collections: 8,198
· Research guides created/maintained by unit on libguides platform: 80 
· Visits/uses of libguides in FY23: 110,579 




III	Appendices (optional)

· Please see attached HPNL_FY23_Appendix.pdf (Blaxtravaganza poster)

