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increases in subsequent years so that in fiscal year 1992
the budget is more than double the fiscal year 1980’ budget.
Increased allocations were used to establish a standing order
for doctoral dissertations in Library and Information Science
on microfiche from University Microfilms International and
to otherwise strengthen research aspects of the collection.
Special efforts have been made to acquire inexpensive and
useful but not widely distributed reports and documents.
Acquisitions of annual reports again became a priority. Hours
were extended over the next two years and by spring of
1982, the library was open during the fall and spring semester
for 82 hours a week.

Repairs were made on the walls of the Library and the
rooms were painted white in 1981 instead of green. This
new color was as welcome in 1981 as was the last paint
job in 1951, when Donna Finger happily announced that
the library was “now a very inviting green in color” (Finger,
1951, p. 6).

Although the separation of the School from the Library
is a problem, technology has reduced some of the barriers
to service. In the fall of 1980 a “current contents” service
was begun to replace journal routing. Photocopied contents
pages from journals are mailed to faculty. In 1992 contents
pages of 115 journals were sent to 120 library users. From
the mid-1980s onward newsletters, not indexed, have also
been routed and this has been a valued, trouble-free service.
Through the use of the University Library’s online catalog,
faculty can check out books and have them sent to their
offices. In addition, I use electronic mail to notify faculty
of new books in their fields. The Library’s acquisitions list
appears online, as well as in paper.

Back in 1961, Jo Ann Wiles stated that the “library was
pleased (ecstatic) to receive in October [1960] a gray Royal
Standard typewriter with elite type” (Wiles, 1961, p. 4).
Twenty-four years later the library acquired an IBM personal
computer, and this acquisition made many things possible.
I am able to search library literature online and to offer
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online searching to the Library’s patrons. The Library also
has library literature on CD-ROM.

The eleven years that I have been Library and Information
Science librarian have passed quickly. I am involved in the
activities of the School, just as my predecessors were. As
a department affiliate, I occasionally teach an introductory
course, and I regularly attend faculty meetings of the School
Staffing of the library has changed over the years, and two
support staff and a graduate assistant now work with me
in the Library. I am fortunate to have worked with outstanding
graduate assistants and many excellent staff. Two members
of the staff, Johnna Holloway and Donald Ellinghausen, received
master’s degrees from the School, and the two current members,
Sandra Wolf and Melissa Ritter, are also planning to pursue
careers in librarianship. Ms. Wolf has already completed many
courses toward her degree.

There have been occasional problems such as the financial
difficulties of these early 1990s, but I have every hope that
the Library and Information Science Library will continue
to be the home of one of the great Library and Information
Science collections into the twenty-first century.
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