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Reminiscences of Judge William Thomas.

On the 20th of Sep., 1826, I started from the office of the
Hon. Joseph R. Underwood, Bowling Green, Kentucky, for Peoria,
Illinois, accompanied by Thomas A. Younz, Esg., en route for ral-
myre, Missouri. We traveled on horseback, and purposely selected
8 road by iew Harmony, Indiana, then in possyssion of ir. Owmn, who
was trying an experiment at the reorganization of society. EHis
fame, end that of his soeiety and system of government, had reach-
ed Kentucky througn\the newgpapers, and we determined to spend
sufficient time there to satisfy ourselves in regard to the condi-
tion and probable success of the experiment.

We had been educated to believe that no society or organized
community could succeed in this country, Wwhose foundation had no
reference to the Bible. Neither of us were professing Christians,
but our reading of law books and some history had created t%g%kJ
opinion, that without the Bible no people could be quallitiedto
organize or maintain insthtutions of freedom. Iir. Cwen's system
had been in what was called successfu! operation for several years,
and in almost every rnart of the country rersons were found who
pointed to its success as evidences of the correctness of his

theory, and of the errors of all otner systems. .e found the com-




munity on the wane, tending fast to demorelizationfyand dissatisfac-
tion. Ve, However, found educated and intelligent men and women
persisting in the notion that our system of government and of
religious worsnin, were all founded on erroneous views of the po-
sition which men were designed by their creator to occuny, as well
with reference to their God &s to each other. Having spent about
24 hours in the village and belng satisfied from what we saw, and
heard that the community could not be kept together, atter the
adhesive power of supnlies of food and raiment was exhsausted, we
resumed our journey. e passed through the counties of White, |
Edwards, Wayne and Marion to Clinton. &« few miles north of Car-
lyle, I found an olid acquaintance who constrained me to stop and
spend a few days in his log cabin. I spent sc<veral days in this
place, resting myself and How. Whilst here, I became satisfied,
that Peoria was too far north and west, beyond the settlement of
the country for the locat:on of an attorney at law, and determined
trom information obtained from those who had passed through this
part of the State, to maxke Jacksonviliie my piace 0i residence.
whilst resting with ry friend I visited Carlyle ard found the fever
and ague operating uror aimost every merson tnat I saw. Two
gentlemen here, one of whom is still living, offered to give me a
lot and tuild me un office it 1 would settle in the village. I
respectfully declined the offer and told my friend That 1 would
riot settle 1n such a S1CKLy placc for alili the town. 1 passed

from this place to Bellville to deliver some letters to Gov. Ed-
wards and obtain further information in regard to the country,

and here T found the first corn bread and oacon thaet I hsd seen



since crossing the Ohio river. After spending two nights and

a day here 1 came to LEdwardsville to obtain the signature of
Judge Lockwood to my law license, and here 1 fared sumptuoucs-
ly at a tavern kept by Ilr. Hopkins, for it so haprened that
Judge Lockwood had just returned from liissouri with his lately
married wife, and his friends had collected to a bridal dinner.
I remained here urntil after dinner the next day, and then set
out for Upver Alton, where I spent the nighty 4ll the informa-
tion obtained at 3éllville, Hdwardsville and slton correswvonded
with that previously obtained—that idorgan county was destined
to be one of the richest and most populous counties in the state,
and tnat Jacksonville was possessing a desirsable location.

Prom alton I came to Carrollton, taking breskfast at John Wil-
kins'. From Carrollton 1 came to Jacksonville, teking dinrer
at Judge _‘ark's, now ilanchester. I reached Jacksonville on the
12th of October, about 8 o'ecloek at night. I put vp at Da&id
Teff's tavern, -~ho occupied a double frame one story building
on the east side of the square, where I remained sbout a week
when, throuzgh the influence of Dr. Eno Chardler, I obtaired
boarding with Hr. Henry Robley, a farmer and blacksmith, over

a mile eszst of the court house, ard entirely oﬁt of town.

Rrom Carlyic to Edwardsville via Belleville, the country wes
beautiful, the land aprarently rich, but thinly settled, with
but few good houses or with imrroved farms. From bLdwardsville
to Alton the road passed over a weoden and broken country, thin

land and but few farms. From Alton to Cadrollton atter passing
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the Piasa creek, and getting on the vrairie, the country was
level, though sufficiently undulating for agricultural purpos-
es. To HMacoupin creek and from there to Carrollton the road
passe& over a timbered and poor country, with but two or three
small farms and small brick nouges. Between Carrollton and
Apple Creek the ti~nber undergrowth and vegetation indicated deep
rich soil, equai to any that I had ever seen. At Carrollton

I put up at a tavern kept by Mr. Harrison,«south of the scuare,
in & small story and a hsalf building. I went to a grocery store
to purchase some cigars, when I found twenty or thirty men,
(wiom, I wes told, were cairied Macoupinites), drinking, carous-
ing, swearing, singing obscene songs and telling stories on
each other. They were enjoying themselves to the fullest. One
of them, who appeared to be sober and quiet, after asking me
.where I was from and where 1 was going, said, "you are too
smart looking to be in this crowd, and I advise jou to leave
before the boys notice you, they are a wild set.”" I thanked
him for his advice and returned to the tavern.ﬁpThis sober man
I met some twenty years afterwgrds after at Springfield as a
mémher ofAlegislature, suffering under a violent attack of con-
gestive fever, of which he died. I sent after and procured a
doctor for him and wrote his will.

A few days before 1 reached Carrollton there had been a
gensral or regimentzl muster, at which all the militia of the
county were required to attend for purposes of drill or train-
ing, arnd this had brought the gacoﬁpenitézaghd others of the like

character, many of them remaﬁgggin Carrollton. During the night

afiter the muster, &nd not being zble or willing to procure quar-
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ters in housesg, spent the night in drinking carousing, singing,
fighting and in mischief, they caught one man (Ilike Dood, )
cut off a part of one ot his ears, and nailegig£ the door of
the blacksmith shop where it still remained, They shaved the
mane and tail of ir. Cavarly's fine saddle horse, one of the
best and nicest looking horses that 1 evef saw; they changed
signs from house to house, removed gates, pulled down fences
and removed buckets from wells. From tne crossing of the.ﬁa-
b::sh all the way to Jacksonville there seemed to be prevailing
an epidemic of sore eyes. Several families in %gi?sonville,
ard esnecially that of my land lord, David Tefft:sjwere gsevere-
1y afflicted. I did not know when I reached Jecksonville; that T
would find a single accuaintance in the county. I however, soon
heard of the family of Er. Thomas Galton, of iorth Prairie, with
which I had been acqueinted from my eariest recollections,‘who
kept the nost office in the neighborhood of my father's in Xen-
tucky during the wawy of 1812. I also met with Rev. Reddick
Howe, with whom I hsd had a passing acguaintance in Simpson
county Xentuecky, and as time pasred 1 found & number of families
with whiech I had been acquainted.

whatever may have been my opinions of Jacksonville and the
county of llmrgan, or of th: propriety of making my home there,
I had traveled‘about as far as my money and horse would‘carry
me. I wus, nowever, pleased with the country and location of
the town, and consented to make my home here. <TYhe population of
the town consisted of the families of Dennis Ragkwell, Murray

He7
MoConnell, Thomas Carson, John Handy, David Taft, Samuel Blsair,
A




George lLi. Richards, George Rearick, Josepn .l. Fairfield, John
Lankghrey, John ?. Taff, Peter or John Savage, and with men
without families, George Hackett, John Turhey and Bengamin Coxﬁa’j
Samuel C. Rixford, lioses itwood, Orson Cobb, Rice Dunbar, Joseph
Coddington. IllcConnell, Carson and David Tefft were the tavern
keepers; John Handy the log house builder; Fairfield, Rearick
and Atwood were merchants; Riéhards was deputy county surveyor;
Blair and Dunb§§ were carpenters; Laughrey was brick maker &and
John P. TafngG}ick maker and wvlasterer; Rockwell was clerk of
the two courts, recorder, postmaster and notary nubliec; lNcCon-
nell, Turney and Cox were the attorneys at law; John Savage was
a Oarpenter; Peter Smvage followed breaking prairtkes and teaming
generally; Cobb was & tailor; Coddington was & widower without
ooccupation, but wa: subsequently engaged in dealing in horses,
and afterwards bec:me merchant; Georze Hackett had been a mer-
chant and partner of Fairfield, but was then engaged in lead
mines==prospecting for lead. e Hockwell residel on east State
street, beyond the limits of the town plat, in tre only entirely
finished and comfortable log cabin in town. Seéeral fram&Puild-
ings and log cabins were heing raise% for the use of persons
intending to occupy them. at\the first electior of sheriff,

on the 3d ilonday in LKovember, 1823, Willie B Greer was elected;
at the second, august, 1824, Joseph‘m. Feirfield, who was best
known by the name of the "honest peddler," was elected, and in
August, 1826, Green was elected again. Failing to execute a
bond in the time reguired by law, & second election was had in

December, 1826, when Green was again elected. He was an un-




educated, vicious back-woodsman, with no qualifications for
that or any other ctriice. Lot being able to obtain otier em-
ployment, out of wnich to pay tfor vpoard, sand being out of funds,
I engaged to teach school for thfee months . Auggn the 0ld plan
of bbtaining subscrivers for scholars. .« log building had bteen
erected to be used for & school house, in the south part of town,
having no floor, ¢himney, doo;s, windows or loft, whicl: I was
to occupy. In the month of dovember tne house was finished,
witn an unjocintec floor and loft, a sod ard stick chimney, one
window in the eagt and two in the north, with slabs fur seats
and wide plank for writing tables, and on the first Monday in
December my school was opengd in due'form. about B85 scholars
had been subscribed, with the understanding that each subsecrtber
might send all the children tnat he could spare rrom service
at home. I agreed to teéch re:ding, writing and the ground rules
of arithmetiec, Ivhad scholars to learn 4, B, C's, spelling,
reading, writing and arithmetic, and two only to study iLnglisn
grammar. 1 attendea punctually every morning by 7 o'clock,
made a fire and had the room warm by the time the children ar-
rived. Very soon 1 found that the Kentucky lawyer was giving
general satisfaction, and the house was filled with children
from the town and neighborhood, several families sending their
o)
children in the winter. I was to receive my pay in caah or
produce, or pork, cattle or hogs &t cash prices. I bargsined
with Mr. Robley with whom I boarded to receive the @@U from my

subscribers for my board, and my three months school enabled



me to pay for a year's board, besidez furnishing money to pay
postage and immediate expenses. My board cost me only $1.00
{23 .
per week, including washing, full and lights. iir. Rbbley had two
log caéﬁns, one was given un to Dr. Chandler and myself, and the
other was occupied by hiz family. The winter was cold, in the
east rain, but more snow than has been uswal since. I often hzod
as many as fifty children ir the school, and scurce ever less
than thirty. 1t requiredkbaﬂﬂpen hours every day to hear the
routine of lessons and frequently twelve.

The fever and azgue had prevailed thet fall in every neigh-
borhood in the county, and especially on the river and margins of
gmall streams. It had then been only about six and & half years
since the first settlement in the county, and at the election in
sugust previous, over one thousand votes had been Baken, and a

L] '
great majority of the inhaditants were from tic south and west—
the minority from the n. rth and east,vand 0ld England. Places
of residence were generally situated in the outskirts of timber
adjoining the rrairies, but few persons had consented to build as
fer as half a mile from timber, with few exceptionsi These fami-
lies recsided in log cabbins, covered with clapboards, chimneys
made of sticks and mud, the ®loors of puncheon, fireplaces of
god. The only brick yards that I noticed were near Jacksonville,
one owned by Garrison ¥. Berry, on the land of Lenry Robley, east
of towr, and one by John Lsughrey, north of town.

In Hovefmber, 1828, I first saw the 11linois river. The




stage of the water was too 1low for the navigation of loaded flat
boats. Grass had grown up from the bottom so thick and strong that
ferry boats could not be used without mowing the grass and opening
the way. Ixcept in the channel, occupying & narrow space, 1 could
not discover any current. 4 short time after 1 reached Jadkson-
ville 1 heard of the time of the sales of the personal property
of Rev. mr.l%yrg, who had died in the January previous. 1 went

to that sale expecting to mect some acquaintances from Kentucky.

I met ilr. Thomas Gatten and weﬁt home with him, and by him I was
introduced to most of the settlers in that prairie. The log
buildings and unfinished frames were at that day used as houses

of worship few and far between. I am confident that during the
winter of 18R26-~7 there was not a comfortable meeting house in the
county. Religious meetinzgs were held in log and unplastered
frames, school houses and private dwellings. In warm weather

such meetings were often held in barns and urnder arbours in the
woods. The first sermon that 1 ever heard in Jacksonvilie was

in the fall of 182G in the framégourt house (subsequently burnt),
preached by a Baptist minister named Kenner, prepared for mdcners,
when the only female in attendance was Iirg, Jogsepnh Fairfield, wio
had no child. During the winter of 1826-7 and previous, as well
a8 subsequently to that time, the meetings of the Lethodist So—
ciety were held at iiry John Jourdan's, who was well know as Father
Jourdan. Le occupied a double log cabin eaét of town, where now
stands the buiiding formerliy called "Berian College." During the

service the females occupied one room and the males the other,
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the beds being use:. for seats. During that winter the society
of Fresbyterians, with Rev. John Brich, their minister, met in
the log school house occupied by me during the week 1n thne southn
gside of town, I acted as sexton sweepning the house 1n the morn-
ing and buiiding fires.

‘ Coee?

Father Brick, &s he was called, though a bachelor, was an
educated Englishmen, but like many others, wes never able fo make
his learning evail him much as a public speeker, but he was a de-
voted Christian.

among the improvements in the county designed for pubnlic ben-
etit and convenience, wag the grist and saw mili at bBxeter, ownea
by Enoch C. March:; a bund horse mill for grinding corn, owned by
Capt John ligyatt; also one owned by «r. Reeder, and one tread

wheel mill, owned by James Deatorn, isg.; & grist and saw mill on

r\\\‘lndian creek{, a saw mill, owned by Ir. James IlcGill, on the
~

Mauvaisterre—Mr. Abrahem Johngon owned a cotton gin west of town.
I soon found two classes in society. Tiose from the north
and east were called "yankees," and those from the south and west
"white people." The political division was between the surporters
of John Quirecy iLdams znd General Andrew Jackson, the yankees sup-
porting Adams and the white people, Jackson. Uost of those who
had vote# for Mr. Clay suprorted kr., Adams. The electioan sugust,
1826, had becen warmly contested between Gov. lLdwards and iir. Sloo
for goverror, ard Daniel P. Coolr and Joseph Duncan for Congress.
Edwards and Duncan were elected by & small mejority, though dif-
fering in polities. Duncan was one of the few publie men who

never had credit for what he was worth.
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9?1n the summer of 1826, a young man named Carsoy, had beer employed
to teach school in the court house, but not meeting with such en-
couragement ac thought would pay, he abandonew hisremployers and
left the neighborhood.

In the spring of 1827 1 attended all the courts in the first
Illinois cirecuit, Gréene, Sangamon, reoria, Fulton, Schuyler,
Adamg, Pike and Calhoun. I roed a filley, and Jahn Turney a young
stellion, lozned tc us by Mr. Joseph Klien, for the purpose of
having them broke to the saddle. This was my first appearance
at the courts I had no right to expect to make more than trav-
eling expenses. In Greene and Sangamon 1 paid my tavern bills
by assisting the clerks by meking ur vheilr records. Ix‘Peoria
I was aprointed state's attorney, the atiorney general not being
in attendance, and here I made and collected ten silver dollars
for fees allowed for the convietions upon indictments for affrays--
becides, the clerk peid my tavern bill for meking up the records.
In Fulton John Turney was appointed to represent the attorney
general but 1 made $5 for attendiny to an apreal cose. In Schuy-
ler lir. Pugh was aprointed to represent the attorney general.

e found but two families living at Rushville, the county seat,
Hert Fellowg cleri: of the ten courts, probate judze and post mas-
ter, and .r. Terry recorder. it Lewiston the Judge and attorneys
were entertained by Judge Phelps, who refused to receive pay At
Rushville they were entertrined by the clerk and Zraden without
charge, though we paid a farmer named whnite for keeping our hor-

ses, I made nothing at Rushville. Aﬁ, «uiney, In Plike county,
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we met the attorney general. Here the Judge and bar were enter-
tained sumptuously by Captsin Leonard Ross, recorder. who not
only refused comrensation, but expressed rezret thsat he could not
entertein us longer. At Gillarnd, in Calhoun county, there was
one small tavern house with a giooery in one room, but the Judge
and attorneys obtained entertainment in private houses where we
hed small bills to ray. Here, 1 weas empnloyed to defend a doctor,
a poor mean, in poor health, indieted for murder. The évidence
showed the proscution to have originated in ignorance and malice,
ard toe verdict of the jury was "not guilty"--for this the doe-
tor peid me $10, all that he was able to pay. I had no idea of
ever seeing him again, as he seemed to be in the last stages of
consumption, but so:e féme afterwards I met him in the Ilegisla-
ture: he recognized me, but I did not him

In July 1827 Gov. Ldwards received information on which he
relied and acted, that the Indians in north weszst, led by‘the Win-
nebagz;o's intended to make war upon our settlers and miners in the
vieinity of Galera. &e theg&ore authorized Col. Thomas iieal, of
Springfield, to agcept of the services ef any number of mounted

L Axe]

volunteers, not,axceeding six hundred, who would equip themselves
and find their own substernce ard continue in service thirty days,
unless soor.er discharged. Upon this call upwards of three hun-
dred volunteers were obtained in the counties of Sangamon and Hor-
Zan, among whom I was one. ilhen the vo.unteers from Morgan reach-
ed Peoria, the place of rendezvous, I was aprointed quarter master

sergeant. I accompanied the regiment to Jiite Oak Springs, some
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ten or twelve miles from Galena, where it remzined several days,
when the Colonel being satisfied that the further service of the
regiment: was not required, ordered tne return home. hile the

regiment remained I purchosed and had delivered tlie provisions

required for returning home. I had sold my horse, saddle and bridle,

intending to ruturn hote byivthe river. Themorning on which the
regirment left for home, I was takern with the flux so as to be
urable to travel. I got quarters in a grocery tavern kept by =
man named Krabb, on the road from Gartiot's Grove The next day

I came to Exeter. Zere 1 to Galena, and withir oné hundred yards
of White Oek Springs. 1 sent to Galerna for medieine tc cure the
flux. The doctor sent me a rrescription with what he supposed
would affprd relief, but it feiled after three or four days' trial.
I bacame worse arnd believe 1 should have died byt for an accident.
I say accident. 1 did not tnern think of anything providential.
Ipasc Plasters, a voliunteer from ilorgan county, who had made my
acquaintance on the campaign, instead of returning home with the
regiment, remained to earn some money by working a month or two

in the mines, Passing by the house where I was confined, and hear-
ing that there was & sick soldier up stairs, made his way to my
room in the roof of the log cabin. Seeing my situation he a;reed
to stay with and nurse me. I had eat nothing for two days except

a little poor soup. <rlasters had me removed to a room on the first
floor. In the afternnon he saw Doetor Hill ressing on the road
and c¢alled him in to see me. The docior wa: & gentleman, a good

physician and though worn down in the service, because flux was
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prevailing to an alarming extent in that neighborhood, he gave
me some medicine, took a short nep and left, promising to return
the ne:xt day and to continue his visits deily until I recovered.
Plasters, with his rifle, killed birds every day and feda me on
soup. I began to mend as soon as the medicines suprlied by Dockoer
Hill operated. DPlasters remained with me and tlhie Doctor called
daily for ten days, during which ti e the disease was entirely
checked and I beceme able to travel to Galens and obtain passage
on a boat to Luiney. I paid the Dooctor & small bill for his ser-
vices but Plasters refused to receive pay.

At Galena I found an dld Kentueky acquaintance by':he name
of Rountree, proposing to take deck passage with & mess on a
steam boat for St. Lcouls. A cabin pascsage could not be procured.
I joined the mesgs. The boat towed two lead boatg on which the
deck passengers had to ride, furnishing their own supplies. Jie
laid in our provisions anc with loose plank furnisheu by the bhoat,
made ourselves comfortable quarters, much more so thar had eny
cabin passengers. We fared sumptuously on the trip down. On
this boat, Black Hawk and Xeo Kuk, with some eight or ten other
lezding Indians, passed down to Flint Hill, now Burlihgton. I
left the boat at Cuincy, where I purchased a horse, saddle and
bridle for $40. From Luiney I ﬁent down to Atlas--then there
was no settlement betwee: uirey and Illinoins river, nor no road
on Which c¢ould travel. 1 rested one day ét astlas. was taken
Bick again, vook a laurge dose of c#lomel and had to remain two

days before proceeding further. I finally reached home, very
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much worsted in flesh and strength, vut without disease¢. In a
few days the fall terms of the courts commenced. I was able to
ride and attend court_in Green, where 1 spent a week atiéood ho-
tel, keépt by lir. Reno. I was scarcely able to attend to business
in court, but for assisting Gen. Turryton, I made enough to pay
my tavern bill, but my health improved I gained strength and by
the next weekx I was able to attend to business in Morgan. I next
attended the court in Springfield, and then all the other courts
in the circuit On this circuit we found but 1little business in
any of the counties--parties, jurymen and witnesses were reported
in all the counties after Peoria, as being absent bee and deer
huntin_ -- & business that was then rrofitable, as well as neces-
sary to the sustenancc of families during the winter. In Decem-
ber 1827 I attended the supreme court at Vandalia, where I had

a case dismissed because the appellant had not filed & copy of
the bond within the tine required by law.

Mr. Rockwell bein. agent for the owners of several hundred
tracts of Military land, émployed me to ney the taxes, for wrich
he paid my traveling expenses and‘provided for my board at the
house of W. H. Brown, Esqg.

During my absence at Vandalia on this trir, t.e court house
on the public square %; gggg%%ﬁt,I%u%i%hgaggvgl%%ggnbgiggved,sﬁnd
so did iir. lleCornell, that it was set on fire by Greene, the sher-
iff. 3y this fire I lost a small vox of clothing and my Bible,
the only book I brought from Kentueky. The clerk's office of eir-
cuit and county clerk was kept in & small up-st:oirs room. A4All
the books and papers 0t the office were burned, except theheed

book, which Mr. Rockwell had taken to his dwelling to record
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some deeds in the night ti-e. o

The circuit court was held in Jacksonville in November 18261
John Y. Savage, circuit judge, vresiding. There was about for-
ty cases on the docket, all told. The attorneys present were
James Turny, attorney general of the stzbe, and Alfrea W. Cav-
erly, of Carrollton, Thomas a. Heelyy, Isasc W. Steele and Jon-
athan H. Zugh, of Spriegfield. John Reynolds, of Kankakee, William
H. Bro@ﬁL Benjamin Ikills: and George Farque;r, of‘Vandalia; Hur-
ray McConrell, John Turney, Benjamin Cox and mys®lf, of Jack;
sonville-~ of whom Mr. Crawley and myself are -the only survi-
vors, this 12th of é&oher 1874; he eighty-one years old, and I
Anear seventy- tofi. C%Ft was continued onc week, and the next
week was held in Syringfield.

I attended this court in company with 211 the attorneys
in attendance in kiorgan except McConnell and Case. itere I met
with Colonel James Adams, probate judge, William 5. namilton
and Thos. Noffitjpf Springfield, David :rickett, of Edwgrd-
sville , and John B. Bogardus, of Peoris, of Whom lir. Moffi&t.
is the only smrvivor. I was the guest of Mr. Neal during the
week, with whom I was adgquainted in Kentucky, end here I met
witﬂﬁg;rlton B. Gatton, a Xentucky acqueintance, by whom I weas
introduced to the family of ir. P. P. iknos, receiver of the
public monies at the land office in Springfield. During the
week a Lir. Vannay was hung in Springfield for the murder of his

wife, This was the first and last case of execution that I have

e€ver See€he.



