











Preliminary Examination APRIL 2006
Russian History

PLEASE ANSWER THREE OF THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS:

Relax. Breathe. Good luck!

1. The official, “Nikonian’ chronicle completed at the court of Ivan IV claimed that his
realm originated in Kievan Rus, but over three hundred years separated the two (ca.1240-
ca. 1550). Some have argued that the differences between Muscovy and Kievan Rus are
in fact so important as to make such genealogies profoundly misleading. What are the
most important arguments for or against each side of the case?

2. Historians of Russia debate the extent to which the Russian empire is a unique political
formation, the extent to which it resembles other great empires of history. Discuss the
nature of the Russian empire by examining the relationship between Russian state and
non-Russian periphery — methods of acquisition/conquest, modes of rule, treatment of
indigenous peoples — in three of the following periods (choose one from each group): era
of Ivan IV or era of Peter I; era of Catherine II or mid-nineteenth century; 1920s or
1950s.

3. Imagine an undergraduate lecture on the subject of the ‘intelligentsia’ in nineteenth
century Russia. How would you explain the concept, and describe its importance for late
Imperial Russian life?

4. The “cultural revolution™ after 1917 had many dimensions. One of the most
ambitious, perhaps, was transforming the position of women, and with them, the family.
What was the situation of “women and family” prior to the revolution, and how did the
revolutionaries expect this to change? How did “difference” (ethnic, class, religious,
urban-rural) affect their programs, failures, and successes?

5. The “problem of Stalin” is a complex set of historical and historiographical questions
which have dominated the study of the Soviet Union for the past eighty years. How
would you define this “problem” in terms accessible to undergraduates: What are the
elements of the problem? What are the historical interpretations?



Preliminary Examination APRIL 16, 2004

Russian History
Please answer any four of the following questions. Relax. Breathe. Good luck.

1. How have scholars used the concept of a civil society to assess the political, social, and
cultural developments in Russia from the era of the Petrine reforms to 19297 What
movements, institutions, and ideas are attributed to this civil society, and how is this a
useful category of analysis? Do the analytical possibilities of "civil society" disappear
after 1929? Why or why not?

2. Periodize the history of political dissent in Russia from the end of the 18™ century to
the end of the 1920s. In this outline of periods, identify the major groups and/or
individuals and summarize the main critical themes in their challenges to dominant
political authority. Select one particular movement and examine its outlook more
closely.

3. How have historians explained the phenomenon known as the “Terror”? How do they
define it, periodize it, and explain its causes and consequences?

4. Most political regimes seek to legitimize their authority through ideology. ritual, and
other forms of communication and persuasion. What were the forms and (most
important) intellectual content of the legitimation of autocracy in Imperial Russia? Focus
on the reigns of Ivan IV, Peter I, Alexander I and Nicholas II (although you may mention
other periods). You may use as evidence statements by the monarchs themselves,
officials, political theorists of the time, and official ideologies, as well as the symbols and
rituals of the state

and the court.

5. Debates in the historiography of rural life in Russia have often concerned the extent of
change in peasant society and culture in the wake of the emancipation (many, for
example, have argued that peasant life and mentalities remained static and the peasantry a
"world apart"). Examine this question and its historiography concerning the period from
the emancipation to 1941. Pay particular attention to social structures, cultural and
political mentalities, and sources of change.

6. Is Russia European?



