























Please answer one question from Group One and two from Group Two, producing essays
that take clear positions and use telling historiographical and historical examples.

GROUP ONE:

1.) "Whiteness" in the U.S., and the colonies preceding it, formed in the contexts of
slavery, settler, colonialism and anti-immigrant racism. What works best get at the
process of racial formation generated in each instance? What works best address the ways
in which such processes coexisted and were imbricated?

2.) Slavery and slave communities in colonial and ante-bellum America are subjects that
historians have recently re-evaluated through the lens of gender. What benefits, if

any, has a gendered analysis of these subjects and periods provided? Cite specific texts
and historiographical debates to support your essay.

3.) Is the coexistence of slavery and settler colonialism with freedom in the U.S. before
1860 a relationship best illuminated by the idea of paradox or by the idea that the forms
of social oppression practiced in British North America and in the early U.S. are
foundational to the ideas and practices of freedom developed there?

GROUP TWO:

1.) Discuss the role of violence in the construction of—and resistance to--racial
categories in the United States in the nineteenth century.

2.) Over the past generation, historians have moved from discussing "race" as the study
of Africans in America to viewing race as a construct applied to a wide range--perhaps
all--social groups. Describe this shift in historical perspective by referring to key texts in
U.S. history.

3.) Historians of the civil rights movement have frequently framed their accounts from a
"top-down" perspective, focusing on national organizations, trends, leaders, and the state.
More recently, historians have shifted attention toward local conditions and leaders,
providing a "bottom-up" approach to civil rights historiography. Still others have
situated civil rights struggles, politics, and ideologies within a transnational context.
What are the strengths and weakness of each approach, as well as methodologies and
sources, that each group of historians have employed? Cite important texts.

4.) Discuss the role of race and racial identity in the rightward political realignment,
including the evolution of liberalism, in the post-World War Two period.



Answer three of the following questions:

1. A generation ago, sociologists argued that ethnic groups and racial minorities in the United
States had largely separate relationships with the American majority culture. Racial groups
battled discrimination in order to gain political and social acceptance; ethnic groups, who
experienced less discrimination, carried on a similar struggle. It was believed as well that each
group’s “progress” towards acceptance by the majority was helped and hindered by a variety of
factors: economic prosperity, urbanization, warfare, and shifting beliefs about the basis for human
difference. Describe how these beliefs about American social life have changed over the past
thirty years by referring to recent scholarship.

2. One of the seeming paradoxes of American history is the presence of racial slavery in societies
that practiced relatively democratic forms of governance from an early date. How did this
institution emerge among people without a legal aristocracy and no European tradition of chattel
slavery?

3. There is no consensus among American Indian people and historians of Native America
regarding the role of race in the history of indigenous people on this continent. In the colonial era,
tribal groups forged alliances with European powers that bespeak a sense of racial equality
unimaginable in relations between colonists and Africans. At the same time, officials in the
nineteenth and twentieth century United States justified authoritarian policies towards American
Indians on the basis of Native inferiority. How—and why—has the language of race affected
relations between Native Americans and others. Has this impact shifted over time? Explain.

Your answer should refer to the experiences of other racialized minorities where relevant.

4. Thanks to the most recent generation of scholars, we now understand how gender has
affected and complicated the community traditions of racial and ethnic groups, relations among
them, and the larger relationship between these groups and the majority society. Gendered
beliefs about, and within, these groups have been deployed both as instruments of oppression
and of resistance. Explain using rich concrete examples from your readings.

5. C. Vann Woodward long ago wrote of the term “poor white” as the combination of two
adjectives into a weighty noun. What historical and interdisciplinary works most enable us to
understand the circumstances in which “poor white,” “white trash” and similar categorizations and
slurs emerged and how they gained such weight? How do white poverty across generations, and
the biological and cultural explanations for offered for poor whiteness by experts, complicate our
understandings of race and class?



