

















Preliminary Examination Questions for
Department of History

Answer three questions, selecting one question from each group below
(i.e., group I, II, & III).

Il.

1. In the mntroduction to her edited collection of essavs on black women's literature, Cheryl Wall
identifies 1970 as the watershed year in the emergence of a community of black women writing,
Significant works by black women appeared in that year: Toni Cade The Black Woman. Toni
Morrison The Bluest Eye, Alice Walker The Third Life of Grange Copeland. and Audre Lorde's
poem "Who Said It Was Simple?”. By referring to Cade's The Black Woman briefly explain the
major class and gender issues discussed among black women at that time.

One kind of strong response to the oppressive conflation of racism and sexism in
U. S. history has been intensely masculine black nationalist insurgenctes {of which
the Black Panther Party represents a vivid recent example). Discuss whether
and/or how female impulses and influences effect the masculine tone of
nationalist movements and describe and analyze alternative forms of female
political and cultural response to multiple and contemporaneous oppressions.

2. In an attempt to explain the differences and similanties between black womanism and white
feminism. Alice Walker says in the prefatory pages to her In Search of Our Mother's Gardens:
"Womanist is to feminist as purple to lavender.” Without necessarily explicating the color
analogy in this statement. explain the theoretical differences and similarities between black
womanism and white feminism as you understand it. (Include references to any of the matenals
by and about black women that you have read in preparation for this exam.)

2 Black cultural critics, among them Cornel West, Kal Alston and Edward Said,
suggest that the quest for academic legitimation is a perilous one for scholars of
marginality. Discuss how these perils effect the articulation of black feminist
criticism and theory. Analyze the relation of black feminist theory to
disciplinarity, black studies, and women's studies/feminist theory in academia.



ITE:

3. Angela Davis argues in her essav "Reflections on the Black Woman's Role in the Community
of Slaves” that the designation of the black woman as a matriarch is a misnomer. Likewise. the
sociologist Joyce Ladner voices the same objection in her study of the lives of late 20th century
black women entitled Tomorrow's Tomorrow- The Black Woman. Briefly summarize Davis'
position on why the term is a misnomer. Then address the following question: Why ha§ the term
"matriarch” persisted as an image of the black woman in spite of black womanist objections to its

use?

(undermining thestereotype). these mediated forms cannot escape from the
enclosures of representation. Black women's images have shifted somewhat from
the Mammy-Jezebel-Sapphire mode through the injection of such images as the
Supermama. Welfare Queen; the "New" Mulatta (less tragic; see Vanessa Williams,
Halle Berty, et al); the Pop Diva; and the Emasculating Bitch.

Discuss these shifts and their significance; how the increase of black artists/
producers have aided or impeded change and/or progress; and strategies for
resisling. reclaiming, and subverting these representations,



