


B. For scholars today, how useful is the category “early modern”? For example, how useful is
the period "early modern™ for understanding gender history? How does it inform attempts to
write both global and European histories?
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Answer one question in each section. You must respond to a total of three (3) questions.
Be sure each essay has a clear line of argument, addresses as many dimensions of the
question as possible, and offers relevant, persuasive evidence from specific secondary
sources. Good luck!

Section I: Answer one guestion

1. Why was ritual such a focal point for conflict and violence in the sixteenth and
seventeenth centuries?

2 Was there a “reformation of the body” in the sixteenth century? Discuss in relation to
several of the following: images, celibacy, the Fucharist, relics, death, women’s bodies,
and daily life.

3. How and why did the European Reformation begin in the Holy Roman Empire?

Section II: Answer one question

1. How has the recent emphasis on practices and institutions, rather than ideas alone,
changed our understanding of the European Enlightenment? What was the relationship
between ideas and practices in the Enlightenment? To what extent did the methods of the
Enlightenment affect the reception of its ideas?

2. The eighteenth century has been interpreted both as a period of significant new
opportunities for women and as the culmination of a long decline in status since the
Middle Ages. What side would you take in this debate and why? (be sure to reference
multiple aspects of life — economic, political, social. etc).

3 To what extent has culture replaced social and economic factors as an explanation for
the origins and outcome of the French Revolution?

Section 11I: Answer one question

1 Discuss the relationship between elite and popular culture as outlined by historians of
early modern Europe. How have they defined "elite" and "popular" culture and how have
they analyzed the relationship between the two? What major debates exist in the
understanding of popular and elite culture and how do you assess the strengths and
weaknesses of the arguments advanced?



2. In the early modern period the household was a site of production and consumption.
How has research on the history of household in production and in consumption
contributed to our understanding of early modern Europe?

3. How does a focus on the history of consumption enhance our understanding of early
modern Europe, 1500-18007 Please refer to specific scholars and trends in your response.
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A. Please respond to two of these four gquestions.

1. What is the future of the field of human-animal history? In what
direction(s) is the historiography moving? Please limit your answer to
one or two trends or themes.

2. How did early modern Europeans use animals to classify people?
Discuss in terms of race, social position, and gender.

3. Assume you are teaching an advanced undergraduate course in early
modern Europe, c.1400-1800. How would you integrate animal history into
your syllabus? Please feel free to discuss readings (secondary
literature, primary sources), assignments, themes, etc.

4. How did European answers to the guestion "what distinguishes humans
from animals?" change over the period from 1500 to 18002

B. Please respond to one of these two questions.

5. How can the history of animals contribute to our understanding of
gender in medieval and early modern Europe?

6. How did learned Europeans' classification of animals change from the
medieval bestiary to the system of Linnaeus?

END



