


major debates have historians had about this shift and its effect on the working
class? (use 2-3 European countries as examples)

2. How does the history of work and the working-class experience in Europe from
1750 to the twentieth century change if told from the perspective of women? To
what extent was work and working-class identity defined and controlled by men
in Europe and how did this change over time? What possibilities for a female
work identity existed and how successful were women in defending their labor
rights? (use 2-3 European countries as examples)












Europe

1. Many excellent studies in working-class history have been published with the words
“work and community” somewhere in the titles, implying that these two spheres mutually
constitute working-class experience. Using examples from any two European countries
in the 19" and 20™ centuries, discuss the ways in which community has influenced
solidarities, culture, and resistance.

3 Discuss the concept of proletarianization by describing the process in two of the
following periods:

England, 1790-1830
France, 1830-1870
England, 1890-1914
Russia, 1890-1914
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Answer one question from each of the three sections.
A. Comparative

1. Discuss the impact of socialism (whether Social Democracy, Labourism, or
Communism) on labor relations and working-class experience in Europe and America in
the 1920s and 1930s. In what ways are workers’ class experience different under
socialism and under capitalism? In what ways the same? Are differences between
“socialism™ and “communism” greater than among different countries?

2. Consider the changes industrialization brought to the character of women’s work
and their roles in the working-class movement in the United States and at least one
European society during the nineteenth and early twentieth century. In terms of labor
historiography, how has a greater emphasis on the experience of women and on gender as
a category of analysis changed our understanding of industrialization and working-class
formation?

B. United States

1. “The story of American wage earners is one of the ‘making and unmaking’ of an
American working class. Take the two periods (roughly) from 1830 to 1845 and 1910 to
1925, for example. In each era you can observe a process of ‘making’ in which workers
developed their own ideas, organization, and strategies, but in each case a combination of
economic depression, repression, and racial or ethnic conflict within the working class
population led to an ‘unmaking,” that is, a fragmentation of the working class.”
Comment, using specific examples.

2. Does US labor history have a “race problem™ in the sense that it has not dealt
seriously with issues of racial division, exclusion, and conflict among workers? Have
working-class historians assumed a white male archetype and the prominence of class
over race as an explanation for changes in working-class life and the development of the
labor movement in the United States? Has this (historiographical) situation changed over
time? How and why?

C. Europe
1. Many excellent studies in working-class history have been published with the

words “work and community” somewhere in their titles, implying that these two spheres
mutually constitute working-class experience. Using examples from any two European



