


Section Il

A. How can space be used as a category of analysis for British and imperial history?
What kinds of geographies are made visible with this approach? How does an attention to
inter- and intra- imperial, as well as indigenous geographies and traffics shape our
understandings? To what extent are geographies and concepts of space used in different
places and spaces to forward or counter imperialism?

B. “Imperial” history and “native” history have typically been drawn from different
archives and have as typically been addressed to different audiences. Is it possible to
reconcile the two -- as research projects, as narrative forms and as intellectual/political
interventions in contemporary questions? What are the limits of imperial history? When,
where and under what circumstances does it have purchase, efficacy and persuasive
power, and for whom? And why history as opposed to, say, anthropology?












Section III: Answer one question

A. What does the history of Anglo-Jewry tell us about the limits and possibilities
of Whig history of and for modern Britain? What are its most important works
from the past two decades and what remains to be done to bring Jewish
history into dialogue with British history and vice versa?

B. Design an introductory undergraduate course on Modern Britain. Describe the
syllabus with special attention to the continuities and changes in the
historiographies of the eighteenth century and nineteenth centuries. What
themes would shape the course? How would you periodize it? What books
would you assign and why?
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Answer one question in each section. You must do a total of three (3) questions.
Be sure each essay has a clear line of argument, addresses as many dimensions of
the question as possible, and offers relevant, persuasive evidence from specific
secondary sources wherever appropriate. Good luck!

Section I: Answer one question

A. According to William Gladstone on the eve of his Midlothian campaign, "the
sentiment of empire is innate in every Briton" (1878). A little over 100 years
later Salman Rushdie insisted that "the trouble with the English is that their
history happened overseas, so they don't know what it means." What does it
mean to do "British" history in the wake of these declarations? How, why and
under what conditions should the domestic history of Great Britain be read as
imperial? Assess the pros and cons of the "imperial turn," taking parameters
of both time and space into consideration.

B. The scholarship on categories of difference has received much attention from
scholars in the past twenty years. Outline the vocabulary of difference in the
historiography you have studied and choose three categories to analyze in
greater depth. How do scholars describe the changes in these categories over
the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries?

Section II: Answer one question

A. How has the field of modern Britain been shaped by feminist attention to
Women and gender as analytical categories in the last two decades? Who have
been the most influential scholars, what are their methodological approaches,
and what difference have they made to the histories of the 18th and 19th

centuries?

B. E.P. Thompson's work has shaped much of the scholarship in British history.
Discuss the major themes of his work and trace how they have evolved in the
historiography of the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries.



