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Minutes
Area Studies Division Meeting
March 10, 2022
11:15am-12:15pm
Meeting Minutes
Attendance: Mara Thacker, Steve Witt, Joe Lenkart, Jan Adamczyk, Clara Chu, Atoma Batoma, Antonio Sotomayor, Bob Geraci, Katie Ebeling.
1. Announcements and Accolades 
2023. Antonio got a book contract for the monograph he will be writing during his sabbatical leave next academic year, 2022-2023.
2024. Mara two events: 
1. Sat, March 26, comics event with special guest Ram V. at 1pm
2. March 27, event about diverse languages in collaboration with a local community organization to learn from diverse cultures and languages represented in Champaign-Urbana. Atoma will be one of the guest speakers.
2025. Clara, 1. Mort. Center hiring for program director. Position approved. Atoma in search comm. 2. Workshop “Incomprehension Workshop, May 3rd, 10:00-11:30 am by Ann Morgan – details forthcoming.
2. Sign up for Note Taking : Antonio volunteered.
3. Approval of the Minutes from February 
3. 
4. Discussion Items: 
4. Promotion and Tenure changes (Antonio) 
1. Clara: Believes that to go up for full professor there should be an expectation of international impact. We live in a globalized world and full professors should exemplify these contributions to our professions at the international level. She believes there are opportunities to achieve this, even at national conferences like ALA. She also said we should encourage membership in international organizations such as IFLA.
1. Mara: There are some limitations for international impact at the assistant professor level, but there are more opportunities after tenure. The problem is cost, paying for expenses in travel and accommodations at some cities abroad could be difficult and costly.
· Steve: If international impact is required for going to full, there should be institutional support to attend international conferences. The Library needs to back up a requirement for international impact. Otherwise, it could create disparities between those faculty members that have international duties embedded in their areas and those that do not have them.
1. Mara: would we see new revisions? Antonio will find out and report back.
2. Mara: we can request to Dean Wilkin the assignment of a PRC to start working on our next promotion to full.
3. Steve: he has had a PRC comm for full for a few years now.
5. Reports 
1. CDC Report (Kit) : No report.
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