
Life Sciences Division Meeting
University Library

Wednesday, January 13, 2021
10:30 a.m. – 12:00 noon
Zoom



MINUTES


	Attendees: 

Susan Braxton, Prairie Research Institute Librarian 

Peg Burnette, Medical and Biomedicine Librarian; PSED Liaison 

Erik Chapman, Staff Liaison

Mike Dickinson, Planning, Landscape Architecture, and Agriculture Librarian

Erin Kerby, Veterinary Medicine Librarian

Unable to attend:
Mara Thacker, Global Popular Culture Librarian; South Asian Studies Librarian; ASD Liaison
	

Lucy Moynihan, Staff Liaison

Ryan Rafferty, Regional Health Sciences Librarian, UIC LHS

Janis Shearer, Public Services & Engagement Librarian

Kelli Trei, Biosciences Librarian; LSD Coordinator

Sarah Williams, Head, Funk Library (minutes)






1. Approval of December minutes (taken by Kelli)
2. Budget preparations for FY23 (Sarah)
a. Kelli noted the Library is working on its budget document, and some library committees have seen or will see a draft before it is submitted to campus.
b. Regarding the FY23 collection budget, the Collection Development Committee didn’t meet in December, so Sarah couldn’t share the budget saving ideas we discussed at the December LSD meeting and didn’t hear any ideas from other divisions.
3. ALMA updates, concerns (all)
a. Monthly updates to Alma sometimes make unexpected changes, like the problem earlier this week with prioritizing a work order.
4. Update on back to work plans (Sarah)
a. Tim Newman said the center stairwell barrier in our building will not be removed at this time.
b. The campus is creating a list of people who should have priority for COVID vaccines.  For the Library, priority will go to anyone who comes into contact regularly with library users (e.g., in the Marshall Gallery, in library study spaces).
c. No word yet on when the Funk ACES Library will be open, but with vaccines starting to rollout, it seems likely we would be open to some extent by the fall.  Given this, we’re starting to think about how we could take advantage of the summer to do some training, etc. with continuing GAs.
5. Committee assignments and reports – AC, CDC, others
a. Collection Development Committee (Mike & Sarah): No meeting in December
b. Reference Management Team (Mike): Discussing offering Savvy Researcher workshops. Provided training during Winter Break for the new chat reference interface
c. Administrative Council (Kelli): Hasn’t met since last LSD meeting
d. Electronic Resources Working Group (Kelli): Jay Heldreth prepared a description of the Easy Search links on the left side of the page, and Kelli shared these via the funkstaff email
e. Undergraduate Library/Main Library Integration Working Group, Instruction sub-group (Kelli):  The Instruction sub-group is gathering information about undergraduate instruction across the library (e.g., what instruction is done regularly, what instruction needs currently can’t be met).  The sub-group is also discussing integrating/connecting GAs from other libraries into UGL instruction opportunities.  We can email Kelli with information like this to share with the sub-group.  Kelli is also on the main Integration Working Group.
f. Library Committee of Academic Professionals (Susan): Had quarterly meeting with Dean Wilkin in December, and discussed AP to civil service reclassification, especially wondering about what happens to investigation time and professional/travel funding
g. Organizational Development & Training (Susan): Will be rolling out Alma quiz
h. Digital Strategies Liaisons (Susan): Group only meets quarterly and hasn’t met recently
i. Research & Publication Committee (Erin): Brainstorming ideas for Research Showcase event
j. Executive Committee (Peg & Kelli): Business as usual
k. Library Assessment Committee (Peg & Erin): Mainly plugging along via email
l. Library Staff Support Committee (Erik): Didn’t meet in December, but will meet next week.  Will be figuring out how to handle ALA and Reaching Forward South
m. DEIA Task Force (Erik): Group is just ramping up
n. Outreach & Engagement Committee (Janis): Working on funding request proposal.  Janis is part of programming sub-group.
6. Round Table
a. Ryan
i. UIC Personnel changes: Provost announced that she’s leaving.  Head of Resource Acquisition and Management has left.  New Library Dean will be starting February 1.
ii. Collections: Working on a better repository of resources shared between UIC and UIUC.  Expect to have cuts to collection budget in the upcoming years
b. Erin
i. Library IT might have a solution for self-checkout at Vet Med
c. Janis
i. Janis has met with a new faculty member in Agricultural Leadership, Education, and Communications (ALEC)
ii. ACDC GAs are working independently
iii. Beginning to make preparations for Funk’s Spring 2021 panel promotion
d. Peg
i. Peg is working on a session for the College of Medicine curriculum retreat
e. Susan
i. Susan is filling in for Kelli on Biodiversity Heritage Library (BHL) Collections Committee while Kelli has a conflict.  BHL is rewriting its collection statement.  One area of focus is systemic racism in the collection
f. Sarah
i. Ramping up for GA hiring for 2021-2022
ii. All three panelists from last year’s postponed panel are willing and interested to participate in Funk’s Spring 2021 panel.  A date and time have been selected for the panel.
7. Adjourn

